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Ta 
Her Royar HiGHNEess 


The Princeſs ELIZABETH, 
Second Daughter of 


Her Ro YAL HiGhNwnEss 
The Princeſs Dowager of AL ES. 


May it pleaſe Your HIOHNVESs, 

T is with much diffidence I preſume to 

publiſh this NEW TRANSLATION of 
the Pexs1an TaLes, under your pa- 
tronage : but when I recollect the many 
amiable accompliſhments of your Royal 
Parents, and ſee them all united in their 
illuſtrious progeny ; I am apt to flatter my- 
ſelf, you will readily excuſe this laudable 
ambition, of attempting to aſpire to your 


_ favour. 


Men of genius and invention have, 
among civilized nations, in all ages, gained 
the favour and eſteem of the great, the 
opulent, and the magnanimous. This au- 
thor, tho“ a Mahometan, has had the good, 
fortune to merit the approbation, and en- 
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couragement, of the politeſt courts in 


CHRISTENDOM. He has not only been 
taught to ſpeak all the oriental languages, 
but is made the darling of Europe ; careſſed 
in France, and admired in England : he, 
having found out the art of mingling plea- 
ſure with inſtruction; takes us gently by the 
ear, and leads us imperceptibly on, to the 
end of our journey, without the leaſt fatigue. 
At every ſtage he provides for us freſh en- 
tertainment ; and the road is all along beau- 
tified with the moſt agreeable objects; fo 
that the further we travel, the more we are 
delighted. | 


As he treats of the refined paſſions, he 
has always been introduced into the beft 
company. They, and they only, are pleaſ- 
ed with his converſation, whoſe fouls are 
enlightened with the force of imagination 
who have time and capacities to reflect 
upon the many ſurprizing incidents which 
occur ; and will endeavour, as far as in 
their power lies, to equal fiction, by truth. 


Wo is ſo void of common ſenſe, as not 
to obſerve, there are many young ladies of 
diſtinction, early taught to be very circum» 
ſpect and curious in the exterior ornaments 


of 


* 
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of the body ; while the interior faculties of 
the mind are left unregarded ; barren, and 
uncultivated as a wildernels ? 


Bur this is far from being the caſe of 
York HiGHaness, who is bleſſed with a 
tender and Ro YAL GuaRDIAN, nearly 
intereſted in your education; whoſe firſt 
care is to inculcate the principles of virtue, 
and to leave nothing undone, which may add 
to the luſtre of Your beauty, or is neceſſary 
for the ſupport of Your high ſtation. 


Ir, therefore, the following noble in- 
ſtances of friendſhip, conſtancy, benevo- 
lence, filial duty, and conjugal affection, 
may be deemed worthy of Your HiGo+r- 
x ESS'“Is immediate peruſal ; age will mature 
your parts, and lead you on to thoſe ſpaci- 
ous fields of learning, which afford more 
exerciſe, and ſuperior delight. 


Wuar may ſtill further recommend the 
enſuing ſtories to Your HIOGRHNESS's 
protection, is, the maſterly ſtrokes of genius, 


judgment, and regularity, that run through. 
the whole. 


ALL the characters, ſentiments, and paſ- 
A. 3 ſions, 
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fions, are deduced from nature. And though 
ſome of the incidents appear fabulous, and 
romantic, our author is herein leſs culpable, 
than any of the ancient and moſt celebrated 
writers of epic poetry. 


NoTHr1NG herein is advanced, which, in 
the leaſt, tends to the prejudice of religion 
and virtue; for he, being thoroughly con- 
vinced, that the ſincere diſcharge of moral 
and ſocial duties, was the only means to 
aſcertain peace of mind, and happineſs in 
this life, has endeavour'd to inculcate thoſe 
truly Chriſtian principles, in the moſt exalted 
and moſt engaging manner imaginable. 


I nave nothing more to add, but m 
hearty prayers for the long continuation of 
Your Hicnness's life, and to ſubſcribe 


myſelf, with the uw moſt ſubmiſſion, 
YouR Hicunezss's 
moſt humble, and 
moſt obedient Ser uant, 
The Tranſlacor. 
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The InTzrRPRETATION of ſome Eaſtern 
Words and Expreſſions which occur in 
the Courſe of theſe TALES. 


A, 
ff ©4 the chief of the eunuchs. 

Arafate, a mountain near Mocca, where ſacrifices 
are made by the Mahometans, who believe that Adam 
and Eve, after they were turned out of paradiſe, one 
to the caſt, the other to the weſt, and had been in 
ſearch of each other for 120 years, at length met on 

Aſas, archers. 

Aſela, a tree which grows in the iſland of Cey/on, whoſe 
fruit is a great rarity, and exceeding wholſome. 

Atemadbulet, the grand viſier of Perſia. 


R 
Behind the curtain of chaſtity, the women's apartment, 
into which men are not ſuffered to enter. 
Beringbufin, the Chineſe name for the prophet Facmouny. 
Bouzes, prieſts. 


C. 
Cafmire, a little kingdom, between the Indies and that 
of Thebet. 
Calate, ſignifies a robe of honour in the Arabic, which 
in the Turliſb language is called caffetan. 
| Cay- 


( x ) 
Cayfaccattaddabri, a monſter of the age. 


Caoua, exempts. 
Chourva, a kind of ſoop ſerved up with bread in it. 
Colas, the chancellor. 
Canume, the ſame as princeſs. 
Cangiar, a dagger. 
Capi-Aga, door-keeper of the king of Pera s chamber. 
Cafoda, the king's chamber. 

Caſfodali, Perfien pages of honour. 

Cocnos, a bird greatly eſteemed. 


D. 
Debirkbaſſa, cabinet ſecretary. 
Degala, the river Tigris. 
Deffs, tabars. 


| p. 
Faquirs, perſons pretending to great auſterities, but for 

the moſt part hypocrites. = Y 
Faquaa, a cooling liquor made of barley and raiſins. 


G. 
Giulous, a feaſt kept on the day of the king's coronation. 


H. 
Hulla, a man who eſpouſes a divorced woman, 
Hamman, public baths. 
Houries, the daughters of paradiſe, who, Mahomet pro- 
miſed, ſhould never grow old. 
Hadits, the proverbs of Mahomet. 


Horde, a large number of tents, which make a city 
among the Tertars, 


\ Faxartes, 


„ 


I. 
Faxartes, the river Sibon. 


I divorce thee once, the form uſed by the 8 
when they put away their wives. 


K. 
Kenekba, a flowered damaſk. 
Keſaya, an idol worſhipped at Ca/mire. 


L. 
Lalla Ilallab, a cry which the Perfiens make at a fu- 
neral, ſignifying there is no other God but God. 


M. 

Maſters were appointed; the ſons-in-law of the kings 
have two mandarins for preceptors; and till ſuch 
time as the king's daughter has a child, the hufband 
pays homage to her on his knees four times a dap. 

Mabramas, napkins. 

Martabani, green china ware. 


N. 
Nayb, the cady's deputy. 
Nine Hells, the Chineſe believe there are 9 hells, thro' 
which our ſouls paſs before they come again into the 
world. 


0 O. 
Oda Bacchi, maſter of the pages. 


P. 
Prince of the faithful, the title of the califfs. 


Thy 


( xit ) 


R. | 
Thy Roſe, The eaſtern people believe the nightingale 
is in love with the roſe. 
Rommanaſchi, a food made of ſeeds. 
Rice-wine, of an amber colour, as ſtrong as Spaniſh 
wine. 


8. 
Schirbeha, the ſum of money which the bridegroom 
pays the father for his daughter or intended wife. 
Serendib, the iſland of Ceylon. 
Seal of Solomon, to which the Mabometans attribute 
wonderful virtues. 


p 1 
Talagaija, a tree bearing a berry, of which women 
make necklaces. 
Tambouras, ſmall lutes, with a long neck, chiefly made 
uſe of to accompany voices. 
Tziberica, à fiſh near five feet long, in taſte reſembling 
falmon. | 


Xaca, whoſe diſciples held there were no future rewards 
or puniſhments. 
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Z. 
Zuluft, the ix officers over the king's pages. 
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OGRULBEY, formerly the king of C, 
mire, had two children; a fon and a daugh- 


ter. The prince's name was Farrukrous, a 
young hero, adorned with every good quality. His 
filter, Farruk#naz was exceeding beautiful, and might very 
well paſs for a Venus : Nay, ſhe was ſo ſuperlatively fair, 
and her looks ſo bewitching, that the inſpired love into 
all men who beheld her; whoſe paſſions proved fatal; 
for moſt of them loſt their ſenſes, or fell into deſpair, 
which imperceptibly occaſioned their deſtruction. 


Wuarznever ſhe went abroad to take the diverſion 
of hunting, ſhe appeared unveiled. The people fol- 
lowed her in numbers, and expreſſed the great pleaſure, 
with which they were affected at the ſight of her, by 
their loud acclamations. She commonly rode on a 
white Tartarian horſe, ſpeckled with crimſon ſpots, in 
the midſt of a hundred flaves, that were all likewiſe 
unveiled, and mounted on black horſes ; who, altho' 
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they might every one of them paſs for women of un- 
common beauty ; yet their miſtreſs alone, engaged the 
attention of all the ſpectators. Every perſon was eager 
to approach her, regardleſs of the number of guards 
with which the was encompaſſed. The ſoldiers, with 
drawn ſabres, could not keep the croud at a diſtance. 
In vain they wounded ! In vain they killed thoſe who 
approached too near her; a freth ſupply of unfortunate 
gazers continually ſucceeded, and ſeemed to die with 
pleaſure under the eyes of the princeſs. 


TOGRULBEY, much affected with the calami- 
ties which were drawn upon his ſubjeQts by the charms 
of Farruknaz, reſolved to keep her from the ſight of 
men. Accordingly, he commanded her not to ſtir 
out of the palace; fo that ſhe was no more ſeen by 
the people. Nevertheleſs, the report of her ſurpriſing 
beauty, · was induſtriouſly ſpread over all the eaſt. 
Kings and princes were enamoured by the voice of 
fame. In a ſhort time intelligence was brought to 
Caſmire, that all the courts of Aa were ſending am- 
baſſadors, to demand the prince ia marriage. Be- 
fore they arrived, ſhe dreamed a dream, which gave 
her an averſion to all men in general. In her ſleep the 
ſaw a ſtag taken in the toils, and diſintangled by a 
hind ; the fame hind, ſoon after falling into the like 
ſnare, inſtead of being afliſted, was by the fame ſtag 
. abandoned. 


FARRUKNAZ awaking, was exceedingly affec- 
ted with her dream; and looked upon it to be ominous. _ 


She' imagined the great Keſaya himſelf was i 


deo her deſtiny;; that he intended by theſe preſages, to 
make her believe, that all men were traitors, and repaid 
| th 


grief, began to be apprehenſive his daughter's obftinacy | 
. | B 2 would 
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the tenderneſs and affection of the female ſex, with 
light and ingratitude. 


PazrossESSED With theſe notions, and dreading her 
being given up to ſome one of the princes, whoſe 
ambaſſadors were daily expected, Farruknaz applied 
to the king her father ; and without telling him, how 
much her heart was ſet againſt men, conjured him 
upon her knees, never to diſpoſe of her in marriage a- 
gainſt her own conſent. Togrulbey, moved by her tears, 
replied, © No, daughter, I will never force your inclina- 
tion; and tho' it is uſual to marry perſons of your 
quality, without conſulting them, I ſwear by Ke- 


'* /aya, that no prince, not even the heir of the Sul- 


** tan of the Indies, ſhall ever eſpouſe you without 
** your confent.” The princeſs, well acquainted with 
the ſolemnity of this oath, retired with a joyful heart; 
but at the ſame time determined within herſelf never to 
marry. | 


Soox after, ambaſſadors arrived from ſeveral courts. 
Every one pleaded the alliance of his principal, and 
boaſted the ſuperior merit of the prince, whom he was 
lent to propoſe. Togrulbey behaved with great polite- 
neſs to all of them ; but declared to them at the fame 
inſtant, that his daughter's hand was at her own diſ- 
poſal; and he had ſworn by Keſaya, that he would not 
give her in marriage againſt her own inclination. The 
princeſs having previouſly reſolved to refuſe all offers, 
the ambaſſadors returned full of concern for the ill ſucceſs 
of their embaſſy. | 


4 


TOGRULBEY obſerving they departed with 
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would induce their reſpective maſters to become his 
enemies, and reflecting that the oath he had taken 
might occaſion a future war, he inſtantly ſent for his 
daughter's nurſe. *©* Sutlumeme, ſays he, I muft tell 
vou, I'm under grea* uneaſineſs, on account of my 
* daughter's conduct. What can be the reaſon of her 
* averſion to marriage? Have you inſtilled into her p 
« theſe notions; ſpeak?” My liege, replies the nurſe, 
T am no enemy to man; and this averſion of her's pro- 
ceeds from a dream. A dream ! fays the king, much 
furpriſed! © What is it you tell me? and paufing a 
while, be adds, no, no, I can't believe yuu. No 
dream could ever have the power to make fo ſtrong 
an impreſſion upon her.” The nurſe hereupon told 
him the dream, adding, this, my lord, this is the 
dream which ſo ſtrongly works upon the princeſs's 
imagination. | 


Tue king's amazement increaſed by this diſcourſe, 
not being able to conceive, how the foregoing dream 
could ſo powerfully operate upon the diſpoſition of 
Farruknaz. My dear Sutlumeme, ſays he, how ſhall 
we contrive to conquer this diſtruſt, with which the 
mind of the princeſs is prepoflefied ? Is it poſſible to 
bring her to reaſon? My lord, fays ſhe, leave the ma- 
nagement of this affair to me, and doubt not of ſucceſs. 
« By what means do you propoſe to bring it about, fays 
« Togrulbey !“ I have furnithed my memory, replies 
the nurſe, with a great variety of entertaining ſtories, 
the relating of which will not only divert the princeſs, - 
but at the fame time take off the ill opinion ſhe has + 
conceived. of man. By ſhewing her that there have been 
many faithful lovers ; the ſhall inſenſibly be made o de- 
leve, there are fuck till l. in the world: 1 
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the projet ; and the nurſe bad nothing now 
to t find out the moſt favourable opportunities 


of putting it into practice. 


FARRUKNAZ commonly paſſed the afternoon. 
with her father, the prince her brother, and all the 
princeſſes of the court, to hear the ſlaves who lived 8 
in the palace ſing and play upon all manner of muſical 
inſtruments. Sutlumeme, therefore thought the morn- 
ing the moſt proper ſeaſon for her deſign, and fixed 
upon thoſe hours, which the princeſs ſet apart for 
bathing : accordingly, the day following, as ſoon as 
Farruknaz. went into the bath, the nurſe addrefling her, 
faid, I have a ftory replete, with events of an extra- 
ordinary nature; if my princeſs will allow ine to tell 
it for her entertainment, I doubt not but it will prove 
diverting. The princeſs, not ſo much to fatisfy her own. 
curioſity, as to oblige her omen, who begged to hear 
the ſtory, ordered Sutlumeme to begin, which ſhe did in 
manner following. 


WOGIPLICITCEII ITO CASTS 
The Hiſtory of ABouLcastm of BasRa. 


| is allowed by all hiſtorians that the Cali Haran 

Arraſchi4 would have been the moſt polite, as 
well as the moſt powerful prince of his time, if he 
had not been inſupportably vain, and much addicted 
to anger. He would frequently fay, there was no 
prince in the univerſe had fo much generoſity as him- 
ſelf. 


_G1TAFAR, his prime viſier, no longer able to bear 
his yain boaſting, took the liberty of accoſting him 
"od B g thus: 


. © 
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thus: My lord and ſovereign ! Monarch of the earth! 
let not your ſlave offend you, in repreſentig. to you. 
the folly of praiſing yourſelf Leave this to the. 
ſtrangers that croud to your court, and to your own 
ſubjects. Let them tell forth your good qualities. Let 
it content you, that the laſt of theſe are proud 
of being born in your dominions ; and that the firſt 
look upon it as their greateſt happineſs to have 
quitted their native country, and live under your 
ptotection. 


HA RO UN provoked at the viſier's ſpeech, looked 
at hin with an angry countenance, and demanded of 
him to ſay, whether he knew any prince to compare 
Wick him for generoſity. Yes, my lord, anſwered 
the viſier, there is a young man in the city of Baſra, 
whoie name is Ahoulcaſem, who, tho' a private perion, 
yet lives in greater magnificence than your majeſty, 
and is more generous. At this the califf's eyes 
ſparkled with indignation. Art thou ignorant, fays 
he, that a ſubject who tells his ſovereign a lye, is 


guilty of death. I ſpeak the truth, replies Giafar. - 


The laſt time I was at Baſra, I faw this perſon, 
and went to his palace, where, my eyes, tho accuſ- 
tomed to view your treaſures, were aſtoniſhed at his 
riches; where my foul was charmed with his generous 
bebaviour. At theſe words Arraſchid became out- 
rageous, and raiſing his voice, inſolent ſlave, ſays he, 
to bring a private man into compariſon with me ! Your 
impudence ſhall not go unpunithed : then making a 
ſign for the captain of his guards to advance, he com- 
manded him to ſeize the viſier, and retired to the a- 
partment of his wite, the princeſs of Zobeide, who 
obſerving him in a rage, faid. My lord, What is the 

matter * 
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matter? Who has cauſed your anger? He informed 
her of all that happened, and complained of his mi- 
niſter's infolence. The queen, a princeſs of great diſ- 
cretion, repreſented to him, that he ought to ſtifle his 
reſentment for a while, and ſend ſamebody to Baſra, to 
enquire into the truth of the matter. If it proved 
falſe, the vifier ſhould be puniſhed ; if otherwiſe, it would 
be unjuſt to treat him as a criminal. 


Tus califf's anger was thus abated. He approved 
of Zobeide's advice, and faid, I will yet do more. The 
perſon whom I intruſt with this affair, may, perhaps, 
have an averſion to Giafar, and impoſe upon me; I 
therefore will myſelf go to Baſra incog. and know the 
truth; I can get acquainted with this young man, 
whoſe generoſity is ſo notorious, and if what has been 
related proves true in fact, I will heap favours upon 
my miniſter ; but I ſwear if he has advanced what is 
not true, his life ſhall pay for it. Arraſchid, pur- 
ſuant to this reſolution, went privately from his palace 
by night, mounted a horſe, and began his journey, 
without ſuffering any of his courtiers to attend him. 
When he came to Baſra, he put up at the firſt inn 
he met with, where he was received by a grave old 
hoſt. Father, fays he, is it true, that there dwells in 
this city a young man, whoſe name is Aboulcaſem, 
who ſurpaſſes emperors for his grandeur and genero- 
fity ? Yes, fir, anſwers the hoſt. If I had a hundred 
mouths, and every mouth as many tongues, I ſhould 
not be able to tell all his generous actions. The califf 
weary with his journey, and wanting fleep, betook him- 
ſelf to his bed. 


B 4 He 
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Hr roſe early the next morning, and walked about 
the city till the ſun aroſe. At length coming to a taylor's 
Mop, he enquired for the dwelling of ALoulcaſem. 
Whence come you, ſays the taylor? You mull be an en- 
tire ſtranger in Baſra, indeed! not to know Aboulcaſem's 
houſe, which is better known than the palaces of kings. 
The califf anſwered, I am an utter ſtranger ; and know 
no ſoul in the city: You will oblige me, in ſending one 
of your domeſticks to ſhew me the way to this great 
man's houſe. The taylor inſtantly order'd one of his 
apprentices to conduct him thither. The manſion was 
very large, built of hewn ſtone, with a portal of green 
marble. The prince entering the court, ſaw a great 
number, as well ſlaves as freemen, diverting thearſeives 
at their ſports, while they waited their maſter's orders. 
He called up one of them, and faid, Brother, I requeſt 
you to go and tell your lord, that a ſtranger deſires to 
ſpeak with him. The ſlave ſeeing that Harozn was no 
mean perſon, ran to his maſter, who immediately came 
into the court to receive the ſtranger, took him by the 
hand, and led him into a ſpacious hall. Here the califf 
ſaid to this young man, whom he had heard fo well 
ſpoken of; Sir, I came hither on purpoſe to ſee, whe- 
* ther you deſerved the encomiums which are ſo laviſhly 
* beftowed.” Aboulcaſem very modeſtly replied to his 
Compliment, and ſeating him upon a fofa, demanded 
from what country he came, what was his proteſſion, 
and where he lodged ? The emperor made anfwer ; I 
am a merchant of Bagdad, and have taken up my lodg- 
ing at the firſt inn which I came to on my entering into 
the city. 


AFTER 


A C On 1 — [_y} 


Perfm TALES. 9 


Ar rz a ſhort converſation, there enter'd into the 
Hall twelve white pages, who carried vaſes of agate, and 
rock cryſtal, enriched with precious ſtones, and filled 
with the moſt exquiſite liquors. They were followed by 
twelve ſhe-flaves, extremely beautiful, ſome of which 
had in their hands China baſons, heaped up with various 
fruits and flowers ; others bore boxes of gold, containing 
conſerves of a delicate flavour. Lhe pages taſted the li- 
quors before they delivered them to the califf. He taſted 
of them, and tho” he had been before acquainted with the 
moſt delicious liquors which were produced in the eaſt, 
he confeſſed, he had never taſted the like. Dinner at 
hand, Aboulcaſem, conducted the ſtranger into another 
apartment, where there was a table furniſhed wich the 
choiceſt diſhes, ſerved. up in gold-plate. 


DixxER over, the young man took the califf by the 
hand, and led him into a third room, more richly adorned 
than the two former. He had ſcarcely {cated himſelf, 
before there came in a vaſt number of golden veſſels, en- 
riched with diamonds, and filled with all forts of wines, 
accompanied with chargers of China, full of dry ſweet- 
meats. While the prince and his hoſt regaled themſelves 
with the moſt exquiſite wines, fingers and minſtrels en. 
tered, and a conſort of muſic began, with which Harun 
was tranſported. * I have, fays he, (aſide) in my n 
palace, very extraordinary voices, but muſt confeſs, 
they are not comparable to theſe ; but Pm aſtoniſhed; 
„to comprehend, how a private Perſon ſhould be able 
to bear the expence of this magnificence. The prince 
more particularly attentive to one voice, with the ſweet- 
aeſs of which he was ravithed ; Aboulcaſem left him, but. 

B 5 returned 
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returned ina Moment, with a wand in one Hand, in the 
ather a tree, the trunk of which was of maſſy Silver; 
the branches and leaves of emerald, and the fruit, with 
whick the branches were loaded, was rubies. The pour- 
traiture of a peacock, fineiy wrought in gold, was placed 
upon the top of the tree, whoſe body was filled with am- 
ber, aloes, and other rich perfumes. This tree, he 
placed at the feet of the Emperor, and with his wand 
touched the peacock's head, who, inſtantly ſpread out 
his wings and tail, whirling round with ſurprizing velo- 
city: As he moved round, the per ſumed effluvia iſſued 
from the pores of his body, aad diſperſed grateful odours 
around the room. 


Now the califf's attention was wholly employed on the 
peacock and the tree ; but obſerving his ſtcady attention, 
Aboulcaſem carried them ſuddenly away. Arraſchid, a 


little provoked at Lis hoſt's behaviour, and reflecting upon. 


the cauſe of it, imagined that Giafar was miſtaken in 
him, when he gave him the character of a police and ge- 
nerous young gentleman, 


Waits his thoughts were buſied in this manner, 
Abouleaſem returned into the hall, and brought with him 
x little page, who was exceeding beautiful, and arrayed in 
cloth of gold embroidered with pearls and diamonds, who 
held in his hand a cup made out of a fingle ruby, full ot 
wine of a purple colour. He was ordered to approach 
the califf, where proſtrating himſelf upon the floor, he 
preſented to him the cup, which the prince accepted, and 
drank, and returned it to the page : Hut-to his great ſur- 
prize perceived that it ſtill continued as full as it was be- 
fore. He inſtantly took it back again, and drank it up; 
hut op its being returned to the page, ſaw it full again. 


* 


Harwiny 
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Haroin amazed at this Incident, forgot the tree and 
the peacock ; and defired to know by what means this 
wonder could be effected. Aboulcaſem only replied, that 
the cup was the handywork of an experienced ſage, who 
had dived into the arcana of nature; and taking the 
page by the hand, led him off, and left the prince a ſe- 
cond time abruptly. The califf diſpleaſed, thought 
within himſelf, that the young man was certainly touched 
in his brain; to bring him curiofities, which he took plea- 
fure in looking at, and inſtantly ſnatch them away from 
his fight. Well, Giafar, ſays he to himſelf, I will teach 
you to make a better judgment of mankind! He began 
now to think meanly of his hoſt, when he entered a 
third time, followed by a damſol covered with jewels of 
all kinds, whoſe beauty by far excelled her attire. The 
califf was ſtruck with amazement at the fight of ſo divine 
an object. On making. her obeyſance, and drawing 
nearer, ſhe charmed him ſtill more. He bid her fit 
down; and Aboulcaſem called for a lute, which was made 
of the wood of aloes and fantal, of ivory and ebony. 
He put the inſtrument into her hand, which the fair ſlave 
play d upon ſo exquiſitely fine, that Haroũ n, who was 
himſelf a good judge, cried out in exceſs of paſſion; Oh! 
young man ! how worthy of envy is thy ſituation! even 
the commander of the faithful is not ſo happy! But as 
ſoon as Aboulcaſem perceived that his gueſt was ſo much! 
dekghted with the damſel, he led her off likewiſe. This A 
gave the califf freſh occaſion for reſentment: He could 
ſcarce contain himſelf within due bounds ; however, on 
the young gentleman's return, they paſſed the time agree- 
ably enough till ſun-ſetting ; when Harozn ſaid to him; 
«- Sir, I admire your behaviour: I am confounded at the 

entertainment 
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« entertainment you have given me: Give me leave to 
« retire : I wiſh you a good repoſe.” Aboulcaſem bowed 
with an air of condeſcenſion, and without oppoſing his 
intention in the leaft, waited upon him to the door, and 
aſked his pardon for not entertaining him according to 
bis quality. 


As the califf was returning to his ine, contemplating 
the magnificence in which ABoulcaſem lived, he ſeemed 
very much to call his generoſity in queſtion; and 
thought the viſier had no reaſon to make the aforeſaid 
compariſon: For, ſaid he, has this man made me the 
leaſt preſent? Tho' I was laviſh in the commendation 
of the tree, of the cup, of the page, and of the damſel. 
My admiration certainly ought to have cauſed him to 


make an offer of one of em. This man, I perceive, has 


no other quality but oftentation: "Tis true, he takes 
pleaſure in ſhewing his riches; but for what reaſon ? 
Why, only to gratify his pride and vanity : I am not at 
preſent inclined to pardon Gia far for the lye he unpoſed 
upon me. | 


Bis with theſe reflections, he enters the inn: But how 
great was his furprize! He there touad ſeveral pieces of 
rich tapeſtry, magnificent tents, pavilions, a great num- 
ber of ſlaves, and freemen, fine horſes, mules, and ca- 
meis; and more valuable to him than all theſe, the tree, 
the peacock, the beautiful ſlave with the lute, and the 
little page with the cup. 


ALL the ſervants proſtrated themſelves before him, 
and the damſel preſented to him a roll of filk paper, in 
which was wrote as follows: 


« Ou! 
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* On! my dear, my amiable gueſt, whom I have 
* not as yet the honour to know. I'm fearful I have 
not received you with that regard which is your due. 
In your own goodnefs, let me implore you to forget 
and forgive all faults I have been guilty of in my en- 
* tertainment, and not puniſh me with the refuſal of 
* thoſe trifles I herewith ſend you. Thetree, the cup, 
the peacock, the page, and the little ſlave, were 
*« your's of courſe, becauſe you admired them; for 
* when any thing pleaſes my gueſts, it is no longer 
mine, but from that moment becomes their own pro- 


4 perty.“ 


Wren the califf had read this letter, he began to ap- 
plaud the liberality of his hoſt, and was convinced within 
himſelf, that he had judged too raſhly. Millions of 
bleſſings, ſaid he, fall upon Ciafar ! To him alone I 
owe my reformation! Ah! Harun, pride thyſelf no 
more in thy magnanimity ! No more boaſt of thy gene- 
rofity ! One of thy own ſubjects excels thee in both 
But recollecting how a private perſon ſhould be able to 
make ſuch preſents, he thought it neceſſary to aſł, how 
Aboulcaſem came by ſuch vaſt riches, and reſol ved not 
to return to Bagdad before he was ſatisfied in this par- 
ticular. How comes it to paſs, fays he, that a ſubject 
ſhould live in greater affluence than his ſovereign ? 


Resorvep to. fatisfy his curioſity, he leaves all his 
domeſticks at the inn, and haſtens to the young man's 
houſe, where, finding him alone, Oh! too generous 
Aboulcaſem, ſays he, the preſents you have made me are 
of ſo conſiderable value, that I fear, by accepting them, 
I ſhall abuſe your good nature. Permit me, therefore, 

to 
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to return them, and accompany me to Bagdad, where 
I will publiſh your greatneſs of ſoul, and unparalleled 
magnificence. 


Stn, ſays Aboulcaſem, with a dejected look, if you 
refuſe my preſents, ſome of my actions have given you 
offence. No, replies the prince ; heaven be witneſs 
that I am charmed with your politeneſs ; but your pre- 
ſents are too coſtly. They ſurpaſs even thoſe of kings; 
and if you will be adviſed by me, reflect that your 
wealth may one day fail, from your boundleſs genero- 
fity. Sir, anſwered the young man ſimiling, Lm over- 
joyed to find that you do not refuſe my preſents on ac- 
count of any miſbehaviour of mine, with regard to you: 
To make you, therefore, more inclinable to accept of 
them, I muſt inform you, t hat I can every day give away 
the like, and far richer, without any perſonal inconve- 
nience. You, perhaps, may be amazed at this Aſſer- 
tion; but your wonder will ceaſe, when you hear the 
adventures of my lite. 


Here he led Haroin into an cpartment a thouſand. 
times richer than any he had before entered. The room 
was exquiſitely perfumed. At the upper end there 
was erected a throne of maſſy gold, with filk tapeſtry _ 
before the foot - ſtool. Arraſchid. now fancied himſelf. 
in the palace of ſome more powerful monarch. The 
young man obliged him to mount the throne, and ſeating 
himſelf by his fide, he began the account in the words 
following. 
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A DNN 
The Life and Adventures , ABOULCASEM. 


Y father was a jeweller of Cairo, whoſe name 

was Abdelaziz : He had amaſſed vaſt riches ; 
and fearing that he might one day fall a facrifice to the 
avarice of the ſultan of Egypt, he quitted his native 
country, and ſettled here, where he married the only 
daughter of the wealthieſt merchant in this city. Of 
this marriage I am the ſole iſſue, and by inheriting all 
my father's riches, together with my mother's, after 
their deceaſe, I found myſelf exceedingly opulent. I 
was very young when they died, and finding I had 
enough to gratify the prodigality of my temper, I was 
ſo very extravagant, that in leſs than three years I ſpent 
my whole patrimony. Then, Sir, I began, tho' too 
late, to be ſenſible of my error. After this, I quitted 
Baſra, determining to retire elſewhere, and ſpend the 
remainder of my days in obſcurity. I imagined my de- 
plorable ſituation. would be more ſuppoftable among 
ſtrangers than among my acquaintance. Accordingly I 
| fold my houſe, and joined myſelf to a caravan of mer- 
chants, with whom I went as far as Mouſel; from 
thence to Damas ; and arrived at laſt at Grand Cairo. 
On my firſt entrance, the beauty of the houſes, with the 
grandeur of the moſques, cauſed my ſurprize ; but ſoon 
reflecting that I now was in the city where my father was 
Lorn, tears trickled down my cheeks : I figh'd deeply, 
and ſaid to myſelf; Oh ! my father, was you now 
alive to ſee the wretched condition of your ſon, in chat 


very place where you enjoyed a ſortune to be envied, 
How vaſt muſt be your grief ? 


Bio. 
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Bie with theſe reflections which pierced my very ſoul, 
F went to the banks of the Nile, and found myſelf 
behind the ſultans palace, where I ſaw a young lady 
in the window, with whoſe beauty I was charmed. I 
gazed, ſhe perceived it, and retired. Night approach- 
ing, I took a lodging in the neighbourhood. I had 
little ſleep: the beauteous object was always before 
me, and I became deeply enamour'd of her. I wiſh'd 
a thouſand times I had never ſeen her, and that ſhe 
had never ſeen me. The day following I placed myſelf 
again under her window; but ſhe did not appear. 
This cauſed me great anxiety, but did not in the leaſt 
diſcourage my intention. 'The day after I returned 
again, and was more ſucceſsful. She appeared, and 
ſeeing my eyes carne ſtly fixed upon her; Inſolent man, 
ſays ſhe, are you ignorant that your fox is forbidden to 
ſtay under the window of this palace ? Fly away, for if 
the ſultan's officers ſee you, they will put you to death. 
Regardleſs of fear, I fell proſtrate on the ground, and 
rifing, ſaid, Madam, I am a ſtranger: I know not the —- 
cuſtoms of Cairo, and tho'I was ever ſo well acquaiated 
with them, your beauty would put it out of my power 
to ſhew any regard to them. Raſh man, fays the, 
tremble leſt I ſhould ſend for ſome ſlaves to puniſh your 


inſolence ; and then diſappeared. 


F exe:crted to be ſeized by the guards every minute, 
but inſenſible of the danger, returned ſſowly to my 
lodgings. It is not to be conceived, how much I ſuffer- 


ed this night. My brains were on fire, and my thoughts 
confounded. At length I dropped into a doſe, and. 
loſt myſelf for ſome minutes ; when I awaked, the 
hopes of once more beholding the fair object, and to 

4 be 
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be looked upon by her with a more favourable eye, 
which I had little reaſon to expect, abated the rage of 
my diſtemper. I went again the following day to the 
banks of the Ni/-, and poſted myſelf on the very ſame 
ſpot, as J had done before. The young lady inſtantly 
appeared, but gave me ſuch a look, as made me tremble. 
« Wretch ! fays ſhe, How dare you return hither, after 
the menaces which I have pronounced; away! once 
more moved by compaſſion, I tell you, that if you do 
not get away in a moment, your fate is inevitable. 
Tremble, audacious youth ! the lightning is ready to 
ſtrike you dead. Inſtead of going off, I gazed upon 
her the more, with actions full of tenderneſs, and tre- 
plied: O, faireſt of women! Can you imagine, that a 
wretch like me, is afraid to die? alas! I had much 
rather die than live, if I live not for you. Since you 
are fo obſtinate, replies the ; Go, and ramble about 
the city till night, then return hither again. This 
faid, ſhe vaniſhed, leaving me tranſported with love 
and joy. 


I quirTzD my ſtation ; the pleaſure of expectation 
obliterated all my misfortunes. This allignation made 
me ample amends for all my former inadvertencies. 
I went home, and employed the whole day, in per- 
fuming, and decking myſelf out to the beſt advantage. 
When night came on, conducted by love, I found my 
way thither in the dark; where was a rope hanging 
down from the window, by the help of which I gained 
admittance into my charmer's apartment. I went thro? 
two chambers, and came into a third, which was magni- 
ficently furniſhed, in the middle of which a throne of 
maſſy ſilver was erected : but neither the curioſities, nor 

coſtly furniture, had the leaſt effect upon me. The 
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lady alone took up all the faculties of my mind, and oh! 
fir, ſure never eyes beheld ſo beautiful an object? 


Sur obliged me to fit upon the throne, and placing 
herſelf by me, demanded who was. I told my ſtory 
with the utmoſt ſincerity, which the liſtened to with 
the ſtricteſt attention. On perceiving her touched with 
my unhappy circumſlances, my love increaſed to ſuch 
a degree as is not to he expreſſed. Madam, ſaid I to 
her, How miſerable ſoever I am, I have no longer 
reaſon to complain, fince you have condeſcended to 
pity my mis/ortunes. She owned that ii I was ſmitten 
at the ſight of her, the likewite was pleaſed in looking at 
me; and added, ſince you, fir, have informed me of 
your hiſtory, you ſhall not be ignorant of mine. 


KPC; TRI YELED 25TH oErE>& 
The Hiſtory of DaRDaANE. 


WAS born at Damas, and my name is Dardane; my 

father was one of the prince's viſiets who now reigns 
there, whoſe name was Behrouz. He was a miniſter 
who made the good of the people, and the honour 
of his maſter, the motives of all his actions. Such 
as were governed by other principles became his enemies, 
and did him all the iil offices which they could with his 
royal maſter. By tleſe means Behrouz, after many 
years ſervice, was banithed the court, and retired to a 
houſe near the gates of the City, where his whole 
time was taken up in my education : but alas! he did 
not live to ſee it perfected ; for I was a child when he 
died. Soon after my mother turned all his effects into 
ready caſh, and was fo unnatural as to fell even me to 


A mer- 
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2 merchant who dealt in flaves; and then went to the 
Indies, with a young man whom the loved ; and the 
merchant carried me with ſeveral other ſlaves to Cairo. 
We were all richly clothed, and when he preſented 
us to the ſultan of Egypt, he ſeemed to take a particular 
liking to my perſon. He came from his throne to me 
with expreſſions full of commendations of my beauty. 
Then turning to the merchant: My friend, ſays he, ſo 
long as you have furniſhed me with ſlaves, you never 
brought me one ſo beautiful as this before. Make your 
own price; I can never pay too dear for fo lovely a 
creature. In ſhort, the prince overjoyed. paid the 
merchant a large fum for me, and ſent him away 
with his other ſlaves: then calling the chief of his 
eunuchs ; Keydiabir, fays he, conduct this ſun into a. 
ſeparate apartment. I no ſooner entered, but ſeveral 
flaves, both old and young, came to me; ſome pre- 
ſenting rich attire ; others bringing refreſhments of all 
kinds, and the reſt with lutes to play upon for my di- 
verſion. 


I nar not been here long, before the ſultan came 
to viſit me, and to make a declaration of his love. 
The rude and artleſs anſwers which fell from me, in- 
ſtead of cauſing his diſpleaſure, increaſed his paſſion, 
and I became his favourite fultaneſs. This created a 
Jealouſy in all the ſlaves who thought themſelves equal 
to me in beauty; and you cannot conceive by what 
various artifices they have, for theſe three years, en- 
deavoured to work out my deſtruction. But their 
malice has hitherto been defeated by my prudent con- 
duct: It is not that I am content with my ſituation, for 
I do not love the ſultan, and am not ambitious of 
grandeur. L he vexations I create in my rivals, by the 

pre- 
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precautions I take, give me far greater pleaſure than 
the love of the ſultan, tho' I muſt allow he is an 
amiable prince. And whether we are not maſters of our 
own inclinations, or that my heart was by fate ſet apart 


for you, believe me, fir, you are the firſt man I ever 


looked upon with pleaſure. On this frank confeſſion, I 
vowed eternal love, and preſſed her no longer to delay 
my happineſs. The eagerneſs of my paſſion, expreſſed 
in the moſt moving accents, began to melt her down 
into tenderneſs. But oh! in the very inſtant the con- 
ſented to vield to my deſires, we were ſurpriſed with a 
loud knecking at the chamber door. O heavens, fays 
the lady, I am betrayed! It is the ſultan himſelf! If 
the cord had been faſtened to the window of the room 
in which we were, I might have eſcaped ; but the 
fultan was now in that chaiuber, out of which bung 
the cord. All I could do toward my ſafety was to hide 
myſelf under the throne ; while Dardane opened the 
door. 


Taz ſultan entered in a furious manner, attended 
by ſeveral black eunuchs with flambeaux in their hands. 
Wicked woman, fays he, What man have you here ? 
He was ſeen to climb up by a rope to your window, 
which hangs here ſtill! The lady was ſtruck ſpeechleſs ; 
her fear rendered it impoſſible for her to think of 
proper expedients. Search well about, fays the ſultan ; 
the villain ſhall not eſcape my vengeance. The flaves 
ſoon found me out, and dragged me on the floor to their 
maſter. Impudent wretch, fays he, Are there not 
women enough in Cairo to ſatiate your luſt? Do you 
pay no regard to my palace? Fear confounded me. I 
knew not where I was ; and I believe, fir, if you had 
been at Bagdad, and the great Haroan Arraſchid ſhould 

| have 
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bave caught you in his ſeraglio, you would not at that 
inſtant have been maſter of your reaſon. The ſultan 
drew his fabre, to gratify his revenge. I continued 
kneeling before him, expecting immediate death. But 
in the very inſtant he was going to take off my head, 
there entered an old mulatto lady, who prevented the 
ſtroke. What, fir, are you about, ſays ſhe ? Don't 
you ftrike theſe wretches; ſtain not you hands with 
the blood of the vulgar. They are unworthy that 
honour, and ſince cne of them has had the inſolence to 
be wanting ia his duty to you, and the other to betray 
you, give orders for their being both thrown into the 
Nile. The ſultan followed the old lady's advice, and 
the eunuchs caſt us headlong from the window of a 
tower into the river. I was ſtunned with the fall, but 
ſoon recovered my ſenſes, and, with much difficulty, 
gained the thore. After this eſcape I began to reflect 
upon the fate of the young lady, which terror had for 
ſome time made me forget. I inſtantly leaped into the 
river, and ſwimming with the ſtream endeavoured 
with all my might to diſcover, if poſſible, the corps of 
this untortunate lady; but finding my ſtrength decay, 
| was obliged to get to land, and fave a life, which I 
had hazarded to no purpoſe. Perſuaded within myſelf 
that the favourite ſultanets was drowned, I wept bit- 
terly. Ales ! faid I, Had it not been for me, the fair 
Dardant had been yet alive ! Hating the ſight of Cairo, 
after this, unlucky adventure, I took the road toward 
Eagdad | 


ArTzr a few days journey I came to the foot of a 
mountain, late one evening, near which ſtood a town 
of conſiderable note. I laid myſelf down upon the 


bank of a riyulet, to paſs the night. I ſlept well, by 
which 
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which reſt my mind was quieted, and my ftrength re- 
ſtored. At the rifing of the ſun I awaked, and heard 
ſomebody groan at a fall diſtance; on liſtening, I per- 
ceived it to be the complaints of ſome woman that had 
been ill uſed. I made directly towards the place, and 
ſaw a man at work with a pick-axe and ſpade, making 
a pit in the ground. I hid myſelf behind a buſh to 
watch his motions. When he had made the hole 
deep enough, I ſaw him lay ſomething in it, cover it 
up, and go away. The ſun being now riſen, I went 
to that ſame ſpot of earth to ſatisfy my curioſity. I 
took out ſome of the mould, and diſcovered a large 
fack of linen cloth all bloody, in which was a young 
woman juſt expiring. I readily diſtinguithed by her 
dreſs, tho much ſtained with blood, that ſhe was ſome 
perſon of quality. Struck with horror! What cruel 
wretch ! ſaid I, has dealt ſo inhumanly by this young 
lady? The lady, whom I thought paſt recovery, hear- 
ing my exclainations, faid to me, O mufſſulman ! be 
charitable and aſſiſt me. Give me a drop of water to 
quench my thirſt, and eaſe the bitterneſs of my pain. 
I ran inſtantly to the fountain, filled my turban with 
water, and brought it to her. She drank, and opening 
her eyes, fixed them full upon me. O young man, 
ſaid the, whom providence hath ſent to my relief, 
help me to ſtop the blood; if thou can't fave my life, 
thou ſhalt not repent it. I took my turban to pieces, 
and tore off a part of my garment, to bind up her 
wounds. Finiſh, faid ſhe, the charitable work, bear 
me into the town, and take me to a ſurgeon. Fair 
lady, replied I, I'm a perfect ſtranger, and have no ac- 

intance in the town. Should I be aſked how I came 


to be found with a damſel almoſt deprived of life, What 
ſhal] 
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ſhall I anſwer? Say, replied ſte, I am your filter. Fear 
not the conſequence. 


I carried the lady into the city upon my ſhoulders, 
and went with her to lodge at an inn, where I ordered 
her to be put into a bed with all ſpeed, and ſent 
for a ſurgeon to probe her wounds ; who aſſured 
me, they were neither mortal, nor dangerous, and 
that he would recover her in a month. While ſhe 
was in a mending condition, ſhe wrote a letter, and de- 
livefed it to me, ſaying, Go to the place where the 
merchants aſſemble, there enquire out Mahyar, give 
him that letter, take what he gives you and return. 
I foon found out the gentleman, who read the letter with 
great attention, kiſſed it, and placed it upon his head. 
This done, he took out two purſes filled with ſequins of 
gold, and delivered them to me. I went immediately 
back to the lady, who ordered me to hire a houſe, and 
we both went to live in it. When we were ſettled, ſhe 
wrote a ſecond letter to Ma yar, who gave me four pur- 
ſes filled with pieces of gold. By the lady's order I 


now bought wearing apparel! for her and my ſelf, with _ 
2 number of ſlaves to artend us. 


I passED for her brother, and lived with her as if 

I had been fo in reality. Notwithſtanding her charms, 
Dardane employ'd all my thoughts: Nay, I would 
have quitted this lady, but the begged of me to 
ſtay, faying, Have patience, I have yet occaſion for 
your ſervice. You ſhall ſoon know who I am, and 
fear not, but I ſhall be able to recompence your good 
offices. I continued with her, and out of pure ge- 
neroſity did every thing which of me was required. 
I longed to know how ſhe came to be aſſaſſinated ; but 
it was in vain; I requeſted of her to tell me her 
hiſtory. 
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hiſtory. Co, fays ſhe, one day, giving me a purſe of 
| ſequins, fnd out a merchant whoſe name is Namah- 
ran; tell him you come to buy ſome rich ſtuffs: 
He will ſhew you ſeveral forts; chuſe out of them 
ſome pieces, and pay his own price for them ; then 
ſhew him the higheſt Reſpect, and bring me the 
ſtuffs. I found Namabran ſitting in his ſhop. I faw 
a man of exquiſite features, with ſhort criſped hair, 
black as jet. He had in his ears pendants, and large 
diamonds on kis fingers. I fat down by him, and aſked 
him to ſhew me ſome ſtuffs: he opened ſeveral 
pieces, of which I choſe three. He fixed a price 
upon them, which I paid ; and taking my leave in the 
moſt reſpectſul manner, I gave the goods to be car- 
ried home by my ſlave. Two days after, the lady 
gave me another purſe to buy more ſtuffs; but re- 
member, added the, not to ſtand with him about 
the price. As ſoon as the merchant ſaw me, and [ 
had mentioned my buſineſs, he brought me his richeſt 
ſtuffs, out of which I took what pleaſed me beſt, 
threw down my purſe, and deficed him to take what 
he thought convenient. Pleaſed with my generoſity, 
he defired I would honour him with my company 
ſome day to dinner. I readily conſented, and faid, 


To-morrow, Sir, if you pleaſe: and he replied, I 


ſhould highly oblige him. On bringing this news to 
the lady, the fell into tranſports of joy. Fail not to 
go, faid the, and invite him to your lodgings the next 
day. I will provide a ſumptuous entertainment. I 
knew not what to make of this her exceſs of joy on 
the occaſion. I ſaw the had ſome deſign in her heart, 
tho? I could not gueſs what. I was punctual in go- 
ing to dine with the merchant, who entertained me 
elegantly. Before we parted I told him my place of 

| abode 
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abode, and hoped he would accept of a treat from 
me the day following. He came to his time, and 
we ſpent the evening together. The lady kept her- 
ſelf concealed during the whole repaſt. As the de- 
fired me to amuſe Namahbran, and not to ſuffer him 
to return home that night, I ſtayed him in oppoſition 
to his will, and we drank till midnight, when I waited 
on him to a chamber. Hear I took my leave, and 
retired to my own apartment. I had not been long 
aſleep before the lady awaked me. She held in one 
hand a torch, and a dagger in the other. Ariſe, 
young man, faid the, come and fee thy gueſt wel- 
tering in his blood. I gat on my clothes in an in- 
ſtant, followed her into the merchant's room, and ſee- 
ing him extended breathleſs upon the bed, ah ! bar- 
barous woman, faid I, How could you commit fo 
horrid a crime ! How could you make me inftrumen- 
tal to your rage! Young man, anſwered ſhe, grieve 
not, you have aſſiſted me to be revenged upon a 
traitor. He is the cauſe of all my misfortunes, which 


I ſhall relate. 
Cal NEL AE EFTYIATY 
The fatal Effets of JeaLousy. 


HE king of this city is my father. Going one 

day to the publick baths, I caſt my eye upon 
Namabran, as he was fitting in his ſhop. I was in- 
ſtantly ſtruck with his beauty, and could not drive 
him out of my thoughts. I endeavoured to combat 
my paſſion, and flattered myſelf I ſhould be able to 
conquer my love by the aſſiſtance of reaſon ; but 
alas! all my endeavours prov'd vain. My paſſion grow- 
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ing more violent, threw me into a fit of ſickneſs, 
which would have certainly killed me, had not my 
governeſs been better ſkilled in the cauſe of my diſ- 
temper than the phyſicians. She diſcovered the true 
ſource of my indiſpoſition. I related to her the manner 
of my falling in love, and by what ſhe picked out of 
my words, ſhe became convinced that I was pafſ- 
ſionately fond of this miſcreant. She pitied my con- 
dition, and promiſed me her aſſiſtance to relieve my 
miſery. In conſequence of this promiſe, the one night 
found means to introduce the young merchant into 
the ſeraglio in the apparel of a woman, and led him to 
my apartment. The iight of him raiſed tranſports in 
my heart, and I had alſo the pleaſure to obſerve that 
he was no leſs tranſported at his good fortune. I 
kept him here ſeveral days concealed in my cloſet, 
and my governeſs conducted him out again with the 
fame ſucceſs ſhe introduced him. Under this diſguiſe 
he made me frequent viſits. One day I took it into 
my head to pay him a viſit in my turn, and pleas d 
myſelf with the thoughts of ſurpriſing him, not doubt- 
ing but to make him ſenſible of my fondneſs for him. 
Accordingly I went out of the palace, thro' bye-ways, 
which I knew, and came to his houſe ; when knocking 
at the door, a flave demanded who I was, and my 
buſineſs. I am, faid I, a young lady of the city, and 
muſt ſpeak to your maſter. He is at preſent en- 
gaged with another lady, replied the ſlave, come a- 
gain to-morrow. On hearing theſe words, jealouſy, 
kindled a fire in my breaſt, too violent for reaſon to ex- 
tinguith. Inſtead of retiring, I ruſhed into the houſe, 
and running forward to a hall where were lights, I faw 
the merchant fitting at table with a beautiful young 
damfel. At this unexpected fight my indignation was 

raiſed 
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raiſed higher. I flew with all the ſtrength I had 
upon the damſel, and doubtleſs had torn her to 
pieces, had the not made her eſcape; nor did I only 
aim my vengeance at my rival, but fell alſo with 
the like fury upon Namahran. He inſtantly threw 
bimſelf at my feet, aſked my pardon, and ſwore he 
would never be falſe to me again. His oaths 
and ſubmiſſion ap eaſed my rage. I fat down and 
drank with him till I became intoxicated. When 1 
was in this condition, the traitor gave me ſeveral cuts 
with a knife, I fainted with the loſs of blood, and he 
imagining I was dead, tied me up in a fack, and 
carried me on his ſhoulders out of the city, to the 
place where you found me. Here he dug a pit to 
put me into, and unmoved with my tears, or with fo 
much compaſſion as to kill me, betore he laid me in 
the ground, the barbarian buried me alive. 


THrar other merchant called Mahyar, to whom you 
carried my letters, belongs to the ſeraglio. I told him 
I wanted money, gave him a ſhort account of my ad- 
ventures, and enjoyned ſecrecy, till I had taken my 
full revenge. This, young man! is my ſtory, which 
J was unwilling to acquaint you with ſooner, leſt 
you ſhould have ſcrupled to aſſiſt me in bringing the 
villain to juſtice. I am perſuaded, if you have a de- 
teſtation for men of treacherous hearts, you will ap- 
plaud my reſolution, for piercing that of Namahran. 
You ſhall go to the palace with me in the morning; 
the king my father loves me, and is paſſionately fond 
of me. I will confeſs my fault, and hope he will 


give me pardon ; and I dare promiſe he will load Ls 
with benefits. 
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I xepiied to the princeſs, Madam, I aſk no gra- 
tuity for ſaving you; but am grieved that I have been | 
inſtrumental to your vengeance. You have abuſed ) 
my complaiſance in making me an acceſſory to the 


murder. Had you engaged me to avenge your wrongs 1 
with honour, I would readily have hazarded my life 
in your ſervice. — In ſhort, tho' I thought Namahran 
deſerved his fate, I was ſo much concerned at my 
being drawn in to betray him, that, ſetting at nought 
her promiſes, I abandoned the lady; and the next 
morning before day I went out of the town. When 
Aurora appeared, I faw a caravan of merchants en- 
camped in a field at ſome diſtance : I haſtened to it, 
and finding they were going to Bagdad, I went 
with them. When I arrived there, I found myſelf re- 
duced to very ſcauty circumftances. Of all the mo- F 
ney I brought away with me, but one ſequin of gold 
remained, which I changed into aſpres, and bought 
fruit, \weet-meats, and balſam of roſes. With this little 
merchandize, I every day frequented a ſhop, where 
perſons of quality reſorted to drink cooling liquors ; to 
all whom I preſented my baſket. Each took what 
he fancied, and every one gave me a little piece of 
filver. This petty trade furniſhed me with the neceſ- 
faries of life. 


Oxz day, as I was preſenting my goods to the 
gueſts in the ſhop, in the corner of a room fat an old 
gentleman, who, obſerving that I took no notice of 
him, called to me: Friend, fays he, how happens it 
that you never offer me ſome of your wares. Upon 
this I gave him my baſket, out of which he took an 
apple, and bid me fit down by him. He aſked me 
who 
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who I was, and my name. Pardon me, Sir, faid I 
ſighing, I cannot oblige you without renewing my 
grief. This put a ſtop to the old man's importunity- 
He changed the diſcourſe, and, after a long converſa- 
tion, he took a purſe with ten ſequins of gold out 
of his pocket, and put it into my hand, and walked 
away. This his liberality ſurprized me; perſons of the 
firſt rank having never given me near the value of 
one ſequin. I went again the next day, and faw my 
bene factor in the fame ſituation: I addrefſed him 
firſt ; he took a little balm, and making me fit down 
by him, fo earneſtly preſſed me to give him my hi- 
ſtory, that I could not poſſibly help gratifying his 
Cunoſity. 


ArrER I had related to him every circumſtance, 
he told me, that he was a merchant of Baſra, and 
knew my father ; that he had no child, nor hopes of 
any, and adopted me his ſon, ſaying, Be comforted, 
my boy ; you ſhall find me a father, richer than 
Abdelaziz, and who will love you with as much ten- 
derneſs. I returned him thanks for the honour he 
did me, making profeſſion of my duty, and followed 
him. When we came out, he ordered me to throw 
away my baſket, and took me to a fpacious houſe, 
in which he aſſigned me an apartment, ordered me a 
variety of rich dreſſes, and ſlaves to attend me; fo 
that I began to forget my miſery. When he had fold 
off the cargo which he brought to Bagdad, we 
ſet out together for Baſra. My friends, who never 
expected to ſee me again, were aſtonithed to find me 
adopted to the moſt ſubſtantial merchant in the city. 
I pleaſed. the good old gentleman, and was charmed 
with his temper. He told me he was equally happy, 
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and I ſeemed worthy of his favour. I therefore 
hardly ever quitted him, and confined myſelf to his 
company. 


rr 
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N OT hon after, the good old man given over 
by his phyſicians, ordered every foul but me 
to retire. Then ſaid, It is now time, my ſon, to diſ- 
cover to you an important ſecret. Had I nothing but 
this houſe, and the riches in it, to leave you, I ſhould 
think it but a moderate fortune ; but all this, toge- 
ther with all the wealth I have amaſſed thro' the 
whole courſe of my life, tho' a very conſiderable trader, 
is nothing in compariſon of a treaſure which lies here 
hid, and which I ſhall diſcover to you. I do not pre- 
tend to fay how many years ago, by whom, or by what 
means it came hither. This I know; my grandfather 
ctiſcovered it to my father, who, when he was dying, 
inttuſled the ſecret with me. But added he, I have 
one piece of advice to give, and be careful how you 
diſregard it. You are naturally generous : when you 
find your abilities ſuflicient to gratify your inclination, 
you will fquander away your riches. You will make 
prefent?, and do good to all who ſhall afk your aſſiſtance. 
his conduct I ſhould greatly approve, if you could 
continue to practiſe it without danger ; but it will one 
day cauſe your ruin. I foreſee you will live in fo 
ſplendid a manner, as to draw upon you the envy 
of the king of Baſra, or the jealouſy of his ava- 
ricious miniſter. They will imagine you have trea- 
fure concealed, and ſpare no pains to diſcover it. 
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To prevent this misfortune, act as my grandfather, 
my father, and | have done. Follow the buſinets 
of a merchant, without che ſhew of grandeur. Ne- 
ver draw the eyes of the world upon you by vour 
vaſt expences. 


He then acquainted me with the place where this 
treaſure lay, faving, whatever notion you may form 
of the riches Lid up there, they will ſurpaſs your 
Imagination. When he died, and 1 his fole heir had 
paid the laſt debt to his aſhes, I took poſſeſſion of 
this houſe and its appurtenances in part, and went to 
viſit the treaſure; at which I was amazed. If it be 
not inexhauſtible, ſure I ain, it is impoſſible for me to 
ſpend it ; tho heaven beſtowed on me a longer lite than 
ever was yet granted to any mortal. There is not one 
inhabitant in Ba/ra, who has not taſted of my bounty. 


I keep open houſe for all, and ſend no one away diſcon- 
tented. And can I make a better uſe of it than to re- 


lieve the needy, entertain the ſtranger, and enjoy thoſe 
pleaſures of life moderately, to which I am iaclined | y 
the dictates of nature ? 


Tur people really believed, from my firſt ſetting- 
out, that I was going to ruin miytelt a fecond time. 
But how were they ſurprized, when, inftcad of ſce- 
ing my affairs decay, they perceived me to flourith 
more and more every day. They could not con- 
ceive how it was poſſible I ſhould increaſe riches by 
giving them away. At laſt a report was incuſtriouſly 
ſpread around the city, that I had found a treaſure. 
Hereupon the lieutenant of Baſra came to pay me a 
viſit, ſaying, he was come to demand where the trea- 
ſure lay that ſupported me in fo great magnificence. I 
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was ſhocked at this ſpeech, and made him no Re- 

ply. He judged rightly, from ſeeing my confuſion, 

that the rumour ſpread of me was not groundleſs. 

nut inſtead of preſſing me to diſcover it, ſaid, Sig- b 
nior Aboulcaſem, J exerciſe my office with judgment; | 
make me a preſent worth my acceptance, and III f 
give you no more trouble. How much will con- | 
tent you, replied I; ten ſequins of gold paid me daily, 

favs he. I anſwered, that is too little, I will give 

vou one hundred. Call every day, and my treaſurer 

el count them cut to you. . The lieutenant over- | 
Jed, ciied wut, I with you had found a thouſand 

tunen moic: 1 promiſe never more to moleſt you. 
advanced a conſiderable Sum, and he departed. 


— 


Soon after the viſier Aboulfatah Waſchy ſent for 
me, and taking me into his cloſet, ſaid, O young 
wan, I am informed that you have found a great 
treaſure, one fifth of which belongs to God, and you f 
nutt give it to the king. Pay that down, and you 1 
tall remain in peaceable poſſeſſion of the other four. ' 
| aniwered, I own I have found a treafure, but by | 
the great God who created us both, I will never . 
tell where it is, tho' I were torn to pieces. But I 4 
will oblige myſelf to give you every day a thouſand 
ſequins, provided you will give me no diſturbance. 
He complied as readily as the lieutenant, and ſent a 
ſervant, to whom I paid thirty thouſand ſequins for 
the firſt month. The viſier, fearing, I believe, leſt 4 
what had paſſed, might coine to the ears of the 1 
king, choſe to tell him the ſtory bimſelf. The king 
ſent for me, and with a ſmiling Countenance faid, O 
young man! why will you not ſhew me your trea- 
ture ? Do you think I ſhall rob you of it? Long may 

your 
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your majeſty live, anſwered I. But as for my trea- 
ſure, tho' my fleth were to be torn with hot pin- 
cers I will not diſcover it. I will pay your majeſty 
two thouſand ſequins of gold every day, if you will 
accept of them. If you judge it more for your in- 
tereſt to put me to death, I am ready to ſuffer all 
the torments you can inflict rather than ſatisfy your 
curiofity. On ſpeaking theſe words, the king looking 
at the viſier aſked his opinion; who anſwered, Sir, this 
is a treaſure of itlelf, let him live in his preſent mag- 
nificence, if he is punctual in his payments. His ma- 
jeſty followed the viſier's advice, and after ſeveral ca- 
reſſes, let me depart. By theſe agreements I con- 
tinued to pay every year more than one million and 
fixty thouſand ſequins of gold. 


Waen the young man had made an end of relating 
his adventures, the califf having an ardent defire to 
ſee the treaſures, faid, It feems to me ĩmpoſſible there 
ſhould be treaſures enough to ſupport your generous 
way of life. If it be not too great a requeſt to make, I 
ſhould deſire a fight of that which is in your poſſeſſion, 
on giving my word and folemn oath, that I will not 
abuſe the truſt you place in me. Aboulcaſem, with 
forrow in his countenance, replied, Sir, your curioſity 
cauſes me great anxiety. I cannot comply with it, 
but upon ſuch conditions as will ſeem to you very 
ſevere. Be they what they will, replies the calitf, I'll ſub- 
mit to them. You muſt be content then to let we 
conduct you hood winked and unarmed, with a drawn 
ſcimitar in my hand, to give you a mortal wound, if 
you offer to violate the laws of hoſpitality. Let me 
intreat you then, ſays the califf, to let us go inſtantly. 
I cannot comply with that, anſwers the young man 
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Stay with me this night, and when all my domieſticks 
are aſleep, I will come to your apartment, and accom- 
pany you. This faid, he called for his ſervants, and 
led the prince to a magnificent chamber, by the light 
of a great number of tapers, which were carried by 
ſlaves in golden candleſticks. The flaves undreſſed 
the emperor, and retired, after they had placed the 
tapers at the head and feet of the bed, which being 


made of perfumed wax, cauſed an agreeable ſmell. 


HAROUN, big with the expectation of being 
called by his hoſt, could get no reft ; he came to 
him about midnight, when all his domeſticks were faſt 
aſleep, and faid, Sir, I am now ready to wait upon you: 
Let us go then, ſays the califf, riſing. I am ready to 
follow you, and I ſwear by heaven and earth, that you 
ſhall never have cauſe to repent of your civility. He 
helped the prince to put on his clothes, then tving a 
bandage Over his eyes, faid, Your behaviour thews you 
to be a perſon of ſome rank, and I am forry to uſe 
you in this manner. The emperor interrupting him, 
anſwered, I approve your Precautions, and take nothing 
anuſs. Now Abaulica/em led him down a back ftair 
cale into a garden of vaſt extent, and paſſing thro' ſe- 
veral ſerpentine walks they went down where the trea- 


ſure lay concealed. It was a large vault, whoſe entrance 
was covered with one entire ſtone. Beſore they came 


to it, they went Gown a long dark paſſage, at the far 
end of which was a large hall, that ſhone like carbuncles. 
In the middle of this room the young man took the ban- 
dage off the califf's eyes, who was ftruck with aſtoniſh-' 
ment at what he beheld. Near him ſtood a bafon of 
white marble, which was fifty feet round, and thirty deep; 
it was full of wedges of gold, and round about it roſe 
| twelve 
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twelve pillars of the ſame metal; upon which were placed 
twelve ſtatues of precious ſtones, curiouſly wrought. 


ABOULCASEM led the prince up to the baſon, 
ſaying, Look at this quanticy of gold. It has not yet 
ſunk two inches. Can you imagine that 1 can walte 
all this during my life. Ilaraun, pauſed a while, and 
anſwered ; 'I'hele riches are immenſe, but you may con- 
ſume them. When I have emptied this, ſays auen, 
ll have recourſe to what I ſhall carry you to next. Then 
leading him onward into another hall more amazing than 
the firſt, he ſhewed him ſeveral fofa's of ſcarlet brocade, 
ſet with an infinite number of pearls and diamonds. Here 
ſtood another baſon of marble, tho” neither ſo deep nor 
fo wide as the firit, which was full of rubies, of topazes> 
of emeralds, and all kinds of precious ſtones The ca- 
liff could ſcarcely perſuade hiinſelf that he was awake; 
this appeared to him a piece of deluſion. While he was 
gazing on this beautiful ſcene, the young man bid him 
look at two perſcns upon a throne of gold, who, he in- 
formed him, were the original proprietors of all the 
treaſures, ſaying, Theſe were à king and queen; on 
whoſe heads were crowns adorned with diamonds. The 
ſtatuary had wrought them ſo well, they ſeemed ſtill a- 
live, and lay at full length, with their heads inclining to 
each other : a table of ebony ſtood at their feet, upon 
which the followiag words were very legible. © Dur- 
ing the courſe of a long lite, I aanlie together all 
„the Wealth that is here laid up. I took, and ran- 
« ſacked ſeveral towns and caſtles. I conquered king- 
« doms, and defcated all my enemies. I was the moth 
« powerful monarch upon earth. But my power, gran- 
« deur, and opulence, at laſt yiclded to death. Who- 
„ eyer ſhall fee me in the condition I now am, let hun 
| reflect 


26 Perfan T ALES. 


** reflect that I once was living like himſelf; and that 
he will one day die, and be like me. Let him not fear 
that this treaſure will fail. It is inexhauſtible. Let 
him make uſe of it to acquire friends, and to lead 
an agreeable life. For when his hour cometh, his 
* riches cannot fave him from the common fate of all 
« mankind.” 


Wurx Haroin had read this inſcription, he faid to 
the young man, You judge right. Live as you do- 
The old merchant's advice is not to be regarded : but, 
added he, What king was it that poſſeſſed theſe im- 
menſe riches, the inſcription does not inform me; I 
ould be glad to know his name. To this the young 
man made no reply; but took him inſtantly into another 
hall, in which were many things of great value ; and 
among others, ſeveral trees like that of which he had 
mace him a preſent. The prince would willingly have 
ſpent the whole night in examining theſe ſubterraneous 
* curioſities ; but Aboulca/em fearing to be obſerved by 
{me of his ſervants, deſired Haro: n to return before day, 


in the ſame manner he came. 


Tu v accordingly croſſed over the garden, and went 
up the back fairs to the chamber where the emperor 
had lain. The tapers were ſtill burning, and they con- 
verſed together till fun riſing. When I confider what I 
have ſeen, ſays Jlaroin, I doubt not but you have in 
your houſe the moſt beautiful women of the eaſt. Sir, 
replies the young man, I have flaves of more than 
ordinary beauty, but cannot love one of them. My 
dear Dardan: engroſſes all my affections. I reaſon with 
myſelf, and fay the is dead; I ought to think of her no 
more: but her lovely image is always before my eyes 

| for 
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for her ſake I am miſerable in the midſt of opulence, and 
diſſatisfied with all this profuſion. I had rather enjoy 
my Dardan# in a cottage, than live without her in a 
palace. Harown admiring his conſtancy, adviſed him to 
uſe his utmoſt endeavours to conquer fo vain a paſſion ; 
returned him thanks afreſh for all favours received, then 


went to the inn, and began his journey home to Bag- 
dad, with the preſents he had received from Aboulca- 


/em. 
BD bf 3” Do Ip ettiet > ene 
ABOULFATAH'S Treacbery. 


WO days after the prince's departure, Aboulfatah 
having advice of the magnificent preſents which 
Aboulcaſem daily made to ſtrangers, and at the fame 
time being aſtoniſhed at the punctual payments of the 
ſeveral ſums to him, the lieutenant, and the king, re- 
ſolved to ſpare no pains to find out this inexhauſtible 
treaſure. He was one of thoſe wicked miniſters who 
ſtick at no crime to accomplith their deſign ; and having 
a daughter of about eighteen years of age, exceeding 
beautiful, whoſe name was Balkis, he determined to 
make her a ſacrifice to his avarice. She had a heart 
diſpoſed to every virtue, and prince Aly, the king of 
Baſra's nephew, having demanded her of her father, 
and, loving her to diftrattion, was to marry her as ſoon © 
as affairs would permit. 


ABOULFATAH order'd her to come to him into 
his cloſet, and ſaid to her, Daughter, you muſt deck 
yourſelf out in your beſt Apparel, and go this Night to 
Aboulcaſem. Make it your buſineſs to pleaſe the young 

man; 
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man; uſe every artifice to captivate him, that he may 
diſcover to you the treaſure he has found. Balkis, 
confounded at this diſcourſe, with indignant looks, 
ſhewed how much her foul abhorred the treachery ; 
faid, Sir, do you conſider to what dangers you expoſe 
your daughter. Think of her diſgrace. Refle& upon 
your own honour. Be ſilent, replies the viſierz no 
force of rea on ſhall alter my reſolution; you thall 
obey. Here young Balis burſt into tears, and cried 
out, My dear father! ſtifle this your paſſion of avarice, 
which goads you on, to rob an innocent perſon of that 
which you have no right ro. Inſolent girl! ſays the 
viſier, does it become you to judge of your father's 
actions. Say no more; and I ſwear, if you come 
away without ſeeing his treaſure, I'll plunge this dagger 
into your heart. Ballis finding ſhe muſt enter upon 
this dangerous enterprize, retired to her chamber, dreſ- 
ſed herſelf richly in cloth of gold and jewels ; but took 
no care to diſplay her charms to advantage; which was 


indeed uſeleſs. 


When it was dark, and Aboulfatab imagined it was 
time for his daughter to go to Abou/caſem, he conducted 
her to the door very privately, and there left her, after 
having repeated, [ will certainly kill you, if you do not 
execute the commiiſion with which you are charged. 
She knocked, and defired to fpeak with the young man. 
The door was inftantly opened: a flave led her into a 
hall, where his maſter was laid upon a great ſofa, re- 
gretting the loſs of Dardane. As ſoon as Balkis ap- 
ed, he roſe to receive her, made his compliments, 
and obliged her to fit down upon the fame ſofa, where 
he aſked the reaſon of her conde'cention to pay him a 
viſit. She replied, Having heard, Sir, that you are a 
gallan: 
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gallant young man, I come to be merry with you. She 
immediately took off her veil, and notwithſtanding his 
indifference, he could not reſiſt the force of her beauty. 
Fair lady, fays he, I thank my ſtars for this fortunate 
adventure. Supper coming on, they both went into 
another room, and ſeating themſelves at a table, fur- 
niſhed with meats of all kinds, Aboulcaſem made all the 
attendants withdraw, that no one ſhould know who the 
lady was. He waited upon her himſelf, filled her wine 
in a cup ſet round with diamonds and rubies. The 
more he looked upon her, the more he liked her. He 
converſed with her, and the lady, whoſe wit was bril- 
liant as her beauty, anſwered him with ſuch life and 
ſpirit, that he became a victim to her altar ; and when 
ſupper was over, he threw himſelf at her feet, and faid, 
Madam, if your eyes at firſt wounded me, your dif- 
courſe has made an entire conqueſt. 


Tuis faid, he kiſſed the hand of Balis ſo ardently, 
that the fearing herſelf in danger, turned pale as death, 
ſcarce able to ſupport herſelf, tears on a ſudden flowed 
down ker cheeks. What has befailen you, Madam, fays 
Aboulcaſem Whence proceeds your grief. Am I 
wretched enough to have faid, to have done any thing 
that could diſpleaſe you? Tell me what has occaſioned 
this ſtrange metamorphoſis ? Balkis anſwered, I have 
already carried the deſign too far. Perfidy, grief, fear, 
and modeſty, are fighting within me : I am not able to 
bear up againt them. Speak I muſt. Know, Sir, I 
am a young lady of quality ; my father knows you 
have hidden treaſure, and obliged me, on pain of death, 
to diſcover where it was concealed. Confider, Sir, I 
have a prince for my lover, whom I am paſſionately 
fond of, and to whom I ſpeedily expect to be joined in 

marriage; 
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marriage; which induces me to believe the action, im- 
poſed on me by my father's command, is to you de- 
teſtable. I came hither with great reluQance, which 
nothing but the fear of death could furmount. Madam, 
replied the young man, you thall never have cauſe to 
repent your opening your mind to me. You ſhall not 
die. You ſhall ſee iy treaſure. And what impreſſions 
ſoever your beauty may have made upon me, I readily 
relinquith all the hopes I had entertained, fince they 
give you unealinels. Without a bluſh, Madam, reviſit 
the happy lover, for whom you preſerve yourſelf, and 
afflict yourſelf no longer. Ballis anſwer d, Sir, it is not 


without reaſon you are accounted the moſt magnanimous 
of men. I have experienced your generoſity, and thall 


never be at eale, till I have tound out a method to re- 
taliate your tavours. 


ArTEx this, Aboulcaſem conducted the lady into the 
fame room where the calitf had lain before, and con- 
tinued there with her till the houſe was filent. Then 
having tied a bandage over her eyes, ſaid, Madam, I 
muſt be thus free with you, for I cannot ſhew my 
treaſure upon any other condition. Do what you pleaſe, 
faid the, I put my truſt in you, and will follow where- 
ever you lead me. Aboulcaſem taking her by the hand, 
led her down the Back- ſtairs into the garden, and bring- 
ing her to the vault under-ground, uncovered her eyes. 
Every object ſhe ſaw, raiſed her amazement : but what 
Chiefly attracted her eye, were the original owners of 
the treaſure. She read the inſcription, and obſerving 
there was about the neck of the queen, a necklace of 


pearls, about the ſize of a pidgeon's egg, ſhe could not 
forbear expreſſing her inclination towards it. Aboul- 


caſem immediately took it off, and tied it rouad the neck 
of 
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of the princeſs, becauſe her father, by this means, might 
be convinced, that ſhe had ſeen the treaſure ; and as a 
further proof of it, bid her take ſome of the beſt jewels 
home with her aiſo. While ſhe was amuſing herſelf 
with the variety of wonders ſhe ſaw under-ground, he 
put the bandage upon her eyes again, and led her back 
into a hall, where they talked together till day-light. 
The lady having again renewed her aſſurances, that ſhe 


would never forget his generoſity, took her leave, and 
gave an account of what had paſſed to her father. 


Tae viſier, kept awake by avarice, waited his daugh- 
ter's return with impatience. But when he faw her 
return with the necklace, and when the ſhewed him the 
jewels, his heart leaped with joy. Well, daughter, faid 
he, and have you ſeen the treaſure ? Yes, Sir, replies 
Balkis, and to give you a juſt idea of it; I muſt inform 
you, that if all the kings of the earth ſhould bring their 
riches together, they could not equal it. She then told 
him of the young man's generoſity and politeneſs. He 
was not at all taken with his virtue. He would much 
rather his daughter had been dithonoured, than not to 
have known where the treaſure was concealed. 


3 ASC IX e emacs 


G IAF Au retired, 


URING theſe tranſactions Harown was on his 
journey towards Bagdad. As ſoon as he entered 
his palace, he ſent for Giafar, told kim the particulars 
of his journey, and faid, Thou knoweſt an emperor 
ſhould never be outdone in courteſv. Should I return to 


* the moſt valuable things in my treaſury, they 
would 
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would fall far ſhort of the preſents he has made me. 
What ſhall I do to requite his generofity ? Sir, favs 
Grafar, it you will be adviied by me, you ſtall this very 
Cay write to the king of Baſra, and arder him to reſign 
his government to young Aboulcaſem. Ditpatch the 
courier immediately, and in a few days I will follow, 
and give your Credentials to the new king. The king 
highly approved his advice, and ſaid to the miniſter, 
This will be a means to gratify Aboulcajem, and at the 
ſame time to do juſtice upon the king of Baſra, and his 
vizier, who have concealed from me the great ſums they 
have drawn from him. They have done violence to 
him, and are not worthy of the employments they hold. 
He accordingly wrote immediately to the king of Baſra, 
and ſent away the courier; then went to Zobeide's 
apartment, to acquaint her with the ſucceſs of his 
journey, and to make her a preſent of the little page 
and the tree, with the peacock. He alſo gave her the 
damſel, whom Zobeide thought fo very charming, that 
ſhe ſmiling ſaid to the emperor, She preferred this beau- 
tiful ſlave to all his other preſents ; the prince kept the 
eup only for himſelf. All the reſt of the things he gave 
to Grafar, and ordered him to be ready for his journey in 
a few days. 


Wu the courier arrived at Baſra, he inſtantly de- 
livered his diſpatches to the king, who was very diſcon- 
folate on the peruſing them; and ſoon after ſhewed 
them to the viſier. What fatal orders, ſays he, have 
received from the commander of the faithful; may I 
obey them! You may, ſays Aboulfatah, get over this 
trouble. Aboulcaſem muſt be ruined, without taking 
away his life. I will make every ſoul in the city believe 
he is dead, and keep him concealed, fo as he ſhall never 


be 
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be diſcovered ; by which means you may continue on 
the throne, and get all his riches into your own poſſeſ- 
fion : for when I have him in my power, I will inflit 
ſuch puniſhments on him, as ſhall oblige him to dif- 
cover the hidden treaſure. Do as you will, fays the 
king, but what anſwer ſhall we ſend to the califf ? Leave 
that to me, replies the viſier; the commander of the 
faithful thall be kept in ignorance, as well as the reſt of 
the world. 


ABOULFATAH engaged ſome courtiers, who 
knew not his intention, to accompany him on a viſit to 
Abaulcaſem. He received them according to their qua- 
lity, and entertained them magnificently. He ſeated the 
viſier in the place of honour, and paid him all imaginable 
reſpect. While they were all at table over exquiſite 
wine, the traitor Aboulfutah watched his opportunity 
to convey into the cup of Aboulcaſem, a powder, which 
took away his ſenſes in an inftant, and threw him into a 
lethargy, that made him appear like a dead corps. 


His ſervants came to ſupport him; but ſeeing all the 
ſigns of de2th upon him, they laid him on a ſofa, and 
the houſe was all in tears All the gueits were firuck 
with horror, and even Aboulfatah counterfeited an im- 
moderate grief. He tore his garments, and the whole 
Company tollowed his example. After this he ordered 
a cotfin to be made of ivory and ebony; then ſeized 
upon all his eſfects for the uſe of the king. All perſons. 
of both ſexes in the city put on deep mourning, and 
came before the gates of his houſe, with their heads 
uncovered, and their feet bare. There was nothing 
but cries and lamentations heard in the ftreets. The 
rich and poor were alike concerned in his death ; the 

_ 
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firſt loſt a friend, the laſt a benefactor, whoſe charity 
never ceaſed ; ſo that his death cauſed an univerſal grief. 


Tut wretched Aboulcaſem was put into a coffin, and 
by order of Aboulfatah, was carried out of the city to 
a burying-ground, where there were ſeveral large tombs 
and monuments ; particularly one very magnificent, in 
which the viſier's father and his family were depoſited. 
In this monument the coffin was laid, and the perfidious 
Aboulfata> 'mote his breaſt, and mimicked all the actions 
of a man diſtracted with grief and deſpair. 


Tae people all returned to the city when night ap- 
proached ; but the viſier and two of his ſlaves remain- 
ed in the monument. They made a fire, heated ſome 
water over it in a ſilver baſon, and, taking Aboulcaſem 
out of the coffin, with this warm water chated his body- 
In a ſhort time he began to recover his ſenſes, and re- 
collecting Aboulfatah, ſaid, Ah! Sir, where are we? 
To what a wretched condition am I reduced ? Wretch 
as thou art, replied the miniſter, it was I that brought 
you hither, to have you in my power ; and I will invent 
new puniſhments to inflict upon you every day, except 
you diſcover to me the hidden treafure. I am in your 
power, anſwers 4houlcaſem ; do with me as you pleaſe ; 
but I will never tell you where my treaſure lies. 


SCARCE had Aboulfatah made an end of ſpeaking, 
before he commanded his ſlaves to hold faſt the pri- 
ſoner, while he drew out from under his robes, a 
ſcourge made of thongs, cut from a lion's hide, with 
which he laſhed him with ſo much violence, that the 
young man fainted away. The viſier ſeeing this, order'd 
hun to be put again into the coffin, and then, locking the 

door 
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door of the monument, retired. On the morrow he 


went to the king, faying, Yeſterday, Sir, I put the cou- 
rage of Aboulcaſem to the proof, tho he {till remains ob- 
ſtinate ; I believe he will not long be able to endure the 
torments I have prepared. The prince, who was alto- 
gether as cruel as his miniſter, replied, Your Conduct 
has given me great ſatisfaction: I hope you will ſoon be 
enabled to make the diſcovery. The courier muſt be 
inſtantly ſent back: What thall we write to the califf ? 
Write him word, fays Aboulfatah, That Aboulcaſem was 
ſo tranſported with joy on receiving his meſſage, that he 
made an extravagant entertainment, and died with ex- 
ceſs of wine. The king approving his advice, inſtantly 
diſpatched the courier to the commander of the faithful. 
Aboulfatah now flattering himſelf that the young man 
would certainly make the diſcovery, went his way to tor- 
ment him afreſh ;} but, coming to the monument, was 
ſurprized to find the door open, and Aboulcaſem fled. 
He haſtened to the king, and told hun what had hap- 
pened. The prince, ſtruck with a panic, faid, O Waſ- 
chy ! what ſhall we do? The young man has eſcaped, 


be will go directly to Bagdad, and there make his com- 


plaint to the califf. 


ABOULFATAH, in the greateſt diſtreſs imagin- 
able, faid, Oh! that I had killed him Yeſterday. How- 
ever, let us not deſpair ; tho' he has taken his flight, he 
cannot be gone far. Let us make diligent ſearch thro' 
the city and parts adjacent, and I hope we thall find him. 
He accordingly aſſembled the ſoldiers, divided them into 
bodies, put himſelf at the head of them, and ſtrictly 
ſearched the country round. While they were in queſt 
of Aboulcaſem in the villages, woods, and mountains, 
the viſier Giafar, now on the road, met the courier, who 

faid 
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faid to him, Tis to no purpoſe, Sir, to go to Baſra, for 
the young man is dead, and buried two days ago. Giafar, 
who had promiſed himſelf the pleaſure of preſenting the 
new king with his credentials, was extremely afflicted. 
His eyes ran down with tears, and, thinking it needleſs 
to continue his journey, returned back to Bagdad. 


Upon his arrival, he accompanied the courier to the 


palace. Ah! Giafar fays the emperor, your ſpeedy re- 
turn forebodes ſome ill tidings. Commander of the 


faithful, replies the viſier, Aboulcaſem is dead. 


Wurx Harun heard this, he caſt himſelf from the 
throne, and there remained for ſome time, without any 
ſign of life. On his recovery, he caſt his eyes about 


for the courier, and demanded his diſpatches. The 


prince peruſed them with great attention, ſhut himſelf 
up in his cloſet with Giafar, and having ſhewed him 
the letter from the king of Baſra, faid, This does not 
ſeem very probable. I fear he and Aboulfatah have put 
the young man to death. Giafar was of the ſame opi- 
nion, and anſwered, Sir, I think it adviſeable to put the 
king and his miniſter under an arreſt. Then replied 
Huroun, take ten thouſand of my horſemen, march di- 
rely to Baſra, ſeize the two criminals, and bring them 
tome. I will avenge the death of the moſt generous of 
all mankind. Giafar obeyed, and marched to Baſra 
with theſe forces. 


AB0UL- 
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AB0ULCasrm's eſcape, and Balkis's gra- 
titude, 


E T us now return to the young man. After he 

had remained a long time inſenſible, and began to 
revive, he perceived ſomebody taking him out of the cof- 
fin, and laying him upon the ground, imagining it was 
Aboulfatah, or ſome of his ſlaves, he cried out, Spare 
your vain tortures, all you can do ſhall never oblige me 
to diſcloſe the ſecret. Fear not, anſwer d one of them 
who aſſiſted in taking him out, we come to deliver you. 
Hereupon the young man opened his eyes, and ſeeing 
the young lady to whom he had ſhewn his treaſure, 
faid, Madam, is it to you I ftand indebted for my life? 
Yes, fir, replied ſhe, it is to me and prince Aly my lover, 
who ſtands by me here. I acquainted him with your ge- 
neroſity, and he was defirous, at my requeſt, to preſerve 
you from perdition. It is true, fays the prince, and I 
would hazard my life a thouſand times ſooner than io 
great a man ſhould ſuffer death. 


ABOULCASEM, by virtue of ſome cordial to him 
adminiftred, having recovered ſtrength, and finding him- 
ſelf alive, Ballis addreſſed herſelf to him in the following 
manner: Sir, ſaid ſhe, I am the daughter of the viſier, 
and was not deceived with the falſe report of your death. 
I gueſſed my father's deſign, and prevailed with one of 
his ſla ves to let me into the ſecret. He was one of the 
two that attended Aboulfatah, and has the key of the 
monument in his poſſeſſion. He delivered it to me: I 
inſtantly told prince Aly of it, who as inſtantly, with 
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ſome of his moſt truſty ſervants, accompanied me hither ; 
and, thanks to heaven, we have reſcued you. 


Gazear God! fays the young man, is it poſſible that 
hard-hearted man ſhould have a daughter endued with 
ſuch bumanity ! Here prince Aly interrupted him, Say- 
ing, We have no time to ſpare, Sir, when the viſier finds 
you not in the monument to-morrow, he will make di- 
ligent ſearch aſter you ; I therefore will conduct you to 
my houſe, which is a place of ſafety ; you can never be 
ſuſpected of being there. Aboulcaſem, diſguiſe yourſelf 
in the habit of a ſlave, and go along with us. Aſter this 
they lett the door of the monument open, and returned 
into the city. Ballis went home, and delivered the key 
to the ſlave, while Ay conducted the young man to his 
| houſe, and concealed him fo artfully, that no enemy 
could approach his preſence. Here he remained till the 
king and the viſier had given him over for loſt. Prince 
Aly, now furnithing him with gold and jewels, mounted 
him upon a fine horſe, and bid him go where-ever he 
pleaſed. Aboulcaſem returned him thanks for his kind- 


neſs, aſſured him of a grateful remembrance, and after 


mutual embraces they parted, the prince praying heaven 
to be his guide. The young man took the road to Bag- 
dad, and arrived there in a few days. Here his only bu- 
ſineſs was to find out the merchant whom he had enter- 
tained at Baſra, and to tell him the Hardſhips he had un- 
dergone. Not being able to find him out, he ran over 
the whole city, examined every face he met to no pur- 
poſe. Weary with wandering to and fro, he fat down 
to reſt before the califf's palace. The little page, whom 
he had made a preſent of to this prince, ſtanding at the 
window, happened to ſee him, and ran to the emperor, 

crying, 
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crying, Sir, I have juſt now ſeen my old maſter of Baſra. 
Haroin anſwered, Thou art miſtaken. Thou haſt taken 
ſome other perſon for him. He is not alive. No, no, 
Commander of the Faithful, added he, I know him well, 
and am certain it is the very gentleman. Tho the califf 
did not believe the child, he determined to exa:n.ne into 
the matter, and ſent one of his officers with the lad, to 
ſee if the man was the real Aboulcaſem. He fat in the 
ſame place, in hopes of catching the little page looking 
out again, who being now fully convinced, that it was 
his old Maſter, threw himſelf at his feet. Aboulcaſem, 
raiſing him, aſked if he had the honour to belong to the 
califf. Sir, ſays the child, it was the commander of the 
faithful himſelf you entertained at Baſra. It was to him 
you gave me. Come along with me, the emperor wil 
be glad to fee you. The young man was exceedingly 
ſurprized, but at laſt 2greed to go with the page and the 
officer into the palace, who conducted him to Haroun. 
The prince was ſitting upon a ſoſa, but being greatly 
moved at the Sight of Aboulcaſem, roſe haſtily from his 
ſeat, and held him faſt in his arms, not being able to 
ſpeak thro' exceſs of joy. 


Wuex he was recovered from the tranſports 
which tuch an unexpected fight occaſioned, he ſaid to 
him, O young man! lift up thine eyes, and view thy 
happy gueſt. It was me thou mad'it ſo welcome at 
Baſra. It was me to whom thou gaveſt prefents which 
kings cannot equal. Aboulcaſem, now lifting up his eyes, 
remember'd him. O! my fovereign lord and maſter ! 
cries he; O monarch of the world! Was it you that 
came under the roof of your flave! This faid, he cat 
himſelf on the floor at the emperor's feet, who raiſed 
him, and made him fit by him on the fofa. Is it poſſible, 
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faid the prince, that you are ſtill alive! How comes 
this to paſs ? Aboulcaſem related to hun the treachery 
of Aloulſfatab, and by what means he had eſcaped his 
fury. Haroun littened to his ftory with attention, 
and when it was ended, faid, I have been the cauſe of 
your laſt misfortune. When I returned to Bagdad, 
I was at a loſs how to return my obligations to you. 
To this purpoſe I tent a courier to Baſra, demand- 
ing the king to reſign his crown to you. He, inſtead 
of obeying my orders, reſolved to take away your 
life. This, you may be aſſured was Aboulfatab's in- 
tention. The hopes of forcing you by torture to 
diſcover your treature, were the only reaſons for pro- 
longing your life. Bit you ſhall be avenged. Gia- 
far is marching with a large body of my troops 
to Baſra ; he ſhall, by my order, ſeize your perſe- 
cutors, and bring them hither. In the mean time, 
you thall ſtay here, and be ſerved by my officers like 
myſelf. 


He now took the young man by the hand, into a gar- 
den abounding with moſt beautiful flowers. Here were 
ſeveral baſons of marble, of porphyry, and jaſpar, where- 
in there wet nu mbers of the very beſt ſpecies of fiſhes. 
In the middle of the garden ſtood twelve pillars of black 
marble, which ſupported a dome, whoſe inſide was 
vaulted with fantal, and wood of aloes ; and formed an 
aviary, inhabited by the choiceſt ſinging Birds, who fil- 
led the ambient air with great variety of melody. Un- 
der this dome were the baths of Haroun Arraſchid, 
where the prince and his gueſts waſhed themſelves. 
Orders were now given to clothe Aboulcaſem in the rich- 
eſt garments, and the califf conducted him to a room, 
where he obliged him to fit down and eat at bis own table. 
1 After 
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After they had plentifully regaled themſelves with ſoops 
and wine, the emperor led Aboulcaſem to Zobeide's a- 
partment. She was there fitting on a throne of gold, 
attended by all her flaves. They were all taken up with 
a particular damſel, who far ſurpaſſed the ret in beauty, 
and ſung an air to the following purpoſe : * That we 
« fbould love but one; but that we ſhould continue to 
love as long as we live.” While ſhe ſung, the dam- 
ſel, whom the young man had given to the califf, play d 
upon the lute. As ſoon as the empreſs perceived the 
prince and Aboulcaſem, the deicended from the throne 
to receive them. Madam, fays Haroin, Iam come to 
ſhew to you my hoſt of Baſra. The young man imme- 
diately proſtrated himſelf before her. While he con- 
tinued in that poſture, a ſudden noiſe was heard a- 
mong the ſlaves ; and ſhe, who had juſt ended ſinging, 


caſting her eyes upon Aboulcaſem, gave a thiiek, and 
fainted away. 


HAROUN and Z. leide turning towards the flare, 
the young man raiſed himſelf up, looked at her alſo, 
and fainted away immediately. The califf, willing to 
aſſiſt him, took him up in his arms, and ſoon brought 
him to himſelf. As ſoon as he recover's his ſenſes, he 
ſaid, O commander of the faithful! you have already 
heard of my adventures at Cairo. This is the flave that 
was thrown with me into the Vie. This is Dardane ! Is 
it poſſible, ſays Haro in ! heaven be praiſed for ſo happy 
an event! Dardane, by this time, having regained the 
uſe of her ſeaſes, would have thrown herſelf at the 


feet of the califf, which he prevented, by aſking by 
what miracle the was preſerved alive, after ſhe had been 


plunged into the Nile. 
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OMMAN DER of the faithful, faid ſhe, I fell 

into the net of a fiſherman, who was at that 
inſtant drawing it out of the water. Much ſurprized 
on ſeeing what he had taken, he took me home, and 
in ſome hours reſtored me to myſelf. When I gave 
him a true account of what had befallen me, he 
trembled for fear, leſt the ſultan of Egypt ſhould be 
informed of my delivery from death. Thinking his 
own lite in danger, for preſerving me, he took the 
firſt opportunity of ſelling me to a merchant of ſlaves, 
who was coming to Bagdad. The merchant preſented 
me to the princeſs Zobeide, who paid him his price. 
While Dardane was ſpeaking, Haroun fixed his eyes 
. upon her, and obſerving her uncommon beauty, cry'd 
out, Aboulcaſem, 1 no longer wonder that you have fo 
long the memory of ſo beautitul a creature! I render 
thanks to heaven, for giving me an opportunity of pay- 
ing my obligations to you. Dardan is free from this 
moment. | believe, Madam, continued he, turning to 
the empreſs, you are not unwilling to ſet her at liberty. 
No, replies the, I rejoice at it, and with the two lovers 
may taſte the ſweets of a perfect union, after their for- 


mer miſhaps. \ 


Ta1s is not all, replied Haroun, their marriage ſhall 
be conſummated in my palace, and there ſhall be pub- 
lic rejoycings for three days in Bagdad. I cannot 
do too much honour to my hoſt of Baſra. About- 
caſem, throwing himſelf at the emperor's feet, replied, 

| A 


* 


N. ſan TALES. 53 


As you are, fir, ſuperior to all other princes by your 
rank; fo are vou allo in your generoſity. Give me 
leave, fir, to tell you where my treaſure is, that I may 
this day put it into your poſſeſſion. By no means, re- 
plies the califf, enjoy it yourſelf in peace, I aſk not fo 
much as is my right; live and make ule of it as you 
did formerly. 


Now Zabeide aſked Lbaulca/em and Pardunt᷑ to en- 
tertain her with their adventures, and alierwards order'd 
them to be written down in letters of gold. In the 
mean time Huron gave orders for the celebration of 
their nuptials with extraordinary pomp. The public 
rejoycings were not ended when the viſier Giafar re- 
turned with the viſier Aboulfatah in bonds. As for the 
king of Baſra, he died with grief, on their not being able 
to find Aboulcaſem. | 


GIAFAR having given an account of his com- 
miſſion to his maſter, there was a ſcaffold order d to 
be erected before the palace, and the wicked Aboul- 
fatah was condemned to mount it. All the people, 
who knew his crime, cried out with impatience for 
his execution. And now the executioner ſtood with 
his labre ready to ſtrike off the head of the delin- 
quent; when Aboulcaſem falling proitrate before him, 
faid, O commander of the faithful! let the wicked 
Abaulfatah live. Let him be an eye-witneſs of my 
happinels, fee the favours you heap upon me, and he 
will be ſufſiciently punithed. 


On! too generous Aboulcaſem, cries the emperor z 
How well dg you deſerve a crown ? How happy will 
the people of Baſra be to have you for their king? 

D 3 Sir, 
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Sir, ſays the young man, I have yet one farour to 
aſk. The throne you deſign for me, may I preſume 
to beg it for prince Aly Let hin reign with the lady 
who delivered me from the cruelty of her father. 
While I am bleſſed with your protection, I need no 
crown, and. may be envied by the greateſt monarchs. 


To recompence prince Aly for the ſervices he had 
cone to 4boulcaſzm, the califf ſent him his credentials, 
and conſtituted him king of Baſra but judging About- 
fatah's crime too heinous to be forgiven, commanded 
Giafer to ſhut him up in a dark tower during his life. 
When the inhabitants of Bagdad were informed, that 
it was the injured perſon, who begged the life of * 
betrayer, they extolled him to the ſkies. 


A rew days after Aboulcaſem returned to Baſra with 
his beloved Dardane, attended by a detachment of the 
calitf's _ and a great number of officers. 


I. tarde 


7 be Hiſtory of King Ruzv anScHaab, and of 
the Princeſs CHESERSIVANY, 


UZVANSCHAD, a king in China, went one 
day a hunting, and happened to meet with a 
white doe, ſpeckled with blue and white fpots, with 
rings of gold upon her feet, and on her back a yel- 
low fattin, border d round with flyer embroidery. The 
prince, eager to purſue the game, put his horſe fo full 
ſpeed, in hopes of taking the doe. But ſhe ran with ſuch 
rapidity, as eluded his purſuit ; and he had loſt all thoughts 
of recovering her again, till the came in fight of bias 
She 
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She repoſed herfelf by the fide of a fountain, to reſt 
from her late fatigue. Upon ſeeing her the ſecond 
time, he put his horſe to full ſpeed ; but his endea- 
vours to take her were fruitleſs. The doe obſerving 
him to approach her, riſing lightly, after making two or 
three bounds upon the earth, plunged herſelt into the 
water, and diſappeared. 


Tur king of China inſtantly leaped from his horſe, 
and made diligent ſearch after his prey; but not being 
able to diſcover it, was ſtruck with amazement, and 
his viſier, with the other attendants, were no leſs 
furprized. The king, after a ſhort pauſe, ſaid, he 
could not imagine that what he ſaw was a real doe, 
but rather a nymph, who in that ſhape made it her 
delight to delude the bunters. The courtiers were of 


RUZFANSCHAD, in the interim, fixed his 
eyes upon the fountain, and fighed. I am reſolved, 
fays he, to paſs the night here. Curioſity obliges me 
to watch this nymph : I think I ſhall ſee her anon riſe 
out of the water. He accordingly ſent back all his 
retinue excepting the viſier. They laid themſelves 
down upon the graſs, and talked about the white doe 
all night came on; when the king, tired with the 
Chaſe, began to want fleep. Muefin, ſays he, to the 
vifier, do you watch while I go to reſt. Never turn 
your eyes from the fountain, and if any thing hap- 
pens, awaken me. The viſier, much fatigued, began 
to grow drowſy, and ſoon aſter fell afleep likewiſe. 
They both chanced to awake at the ſame time; ſtarting 
up at the found of a raviſhing harmony, which ſeemed 
at no great diſtance from them, they caſt their eyes 
D 4 round, 
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round, and ſaw a magnificent palace finely illuminated. 
ITuefin whiſpers the king, what can this mean? This, 
fir, fays the viſier, is ſomething more than natural! 
Would to heaven we had abandoned the fountain ! 
This palace is, perhaps, a decoy, made by ſome ma- 
gician to take your majeſty. Be it what it will, ſays 
the prince, fear not; let us go to it. 


MUES TN, ſeeing his maſter not in the leaſt ter- 
ried, ſaid no more. They both went up to the pa- 
lace, and found the gates open. They entered into a 
large hall floored with China, furniſh'd with ſofa's and 
tapeſtry of gold brocade, perfumed with the choiceſt 
odours. Seeing no perſon here, they advanced for- 
wards into another, where fat a young lady upon a 
throne of gold, covered with jewels. She was of a 
ſurpaſſing beauty, and ſeemed attentive to fifty or ſixy 
damſels, ſome of whom were ſinging, and others play- 
ing upon the lute. Their habits were roſe-colour'd 
taffata, thick ſown with pearls, and they ſtood before 
the throne. Ruztanſthad, tho' tranſported with the 
muſic, „as much mcre fo with the lady. When 
the damſels ſaw the prince, the muſic ceaſed. After 
paying his obeyſance, he went into the middle of the 
hall, and thus addreſſed the lady. O charming 
« princeſs! ruler of hearts! the very ſight of whom 
* has added to the number of your flaves the fo- 
„ yereign lord of China. May I humbly crave the 
„ name of ſo wonderful a nymph, whoſe beauty is 
« {© irteſiſtable? The lady ſmiling, anſwer d: © Iam 
* a doe, who lead lyons captive: I am the game 
* which you this day purſued, and which jumped 
into the fountain.” But, Madam, replies the prince, 
What am I to think of this metamorphoſis? Hor 

can 
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can I be convinced that what I now ſee is not a 
falſe appearance? This, fir, replies the lady, is my 
natural ſhape, which I can change when I pleaſe. 
| ſhew myſelf to men, and vanith from their fight. 
That I may form myſelf into what thape I will, 
is a prerogative given to me by heaven, even from 
my birth. | | 


Tuts faid, the deſcended from the throne, went to 
the king, took him by the hand, and led him into an 
upper room to a table cover'd with the choiceſt de- 
licacies. Here the made him and the viſier fit down, 
placing herielf between them. Mueſin ſuſpected 
ſome ill event; but the king was io captivated with 
her beauty, that he became incapable of reflection. 
He would have carved for her, but the refuted 
ſaying, Do you two eat, the very tinell of meat, 
or pertumes, is nourithment ſufficient for me and my 


attendants. 


Warn the prince and his miniſter had done eating, 
two damſels prefented to each of them a cup of a- 
gate, filled with wine of a purple colour, which was 
replenithed as ſoon as they drank it. They brought 
the lady wine allo, but the would not drink it, and 
only ſmelled to it; which had the fame effect upon 
her, as the liquor itſelf had upon her gueſts. Warw- 
ed with the liquor, the king faid a thouſand paſ- 
ſionate things to her. The lady replied, Tho' yon 
are a being, fir, far inferior to mine, I cannot heip 
loving you. To let you know the value you ſhould 
ſet upon the conqueſt you have made, I am wil- 
ling to inform you who I am. There is an ifland 
in this ſea called Cheberiſt an, which is inhabited 
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by genies, and governed by a king whoſe name is 
Menoucher ; | am his only daughter, and my name 
Cheheri/tany. 


"Tis now three montus fince I left my father's 
court, purely to ſee the different countries inhabited 
by the ſons of Adam. I like to travel, and have 
encompaſſed the whole world ; being now upon my 
return, I happened to ſee you hunting. I gazed upon 
you, and found a ſudden diſorder within mytelf. My 
breaſt heaved ; I ſighed, and in ſpite of my reaſon, 
became your captive. I yielded to the tender emo- 
tions of my heart, which ſtay d me here; and now 
only ſtudied how to make myſelf agreeable to you. 
For this purpoſe, I took upon me the form of a 
white doe. You purſued me, and when I had thrown 
myſelf into the fountain, you cannot imagine with 
what pleaſure I faw you examine the water. I took 
this for a good omen. When I found you re- 
ſolved to ſtay there all night, I was tranſported at 
your unealinels. While you flept, I raited up this 
palace to receive you. 'The genies that wait on me, 
built it in an inftant. She was going on when 3 
damſel enter d in great trouble. The princeſs ob- 
ſerving in her looks the forrowful news, burſt into 
tears. "The prince of China, pierced to the heart at 
her grief, was impatient to know the cauſe of it; 
when the damſel, who was juſt arrived, came up to 
whe princeſs, and faid ; O queen! you know that the 
genies, tho' their term of years is much longer than 
the ſons of Adam, are nevertheleſs ſubject to death. 
You have loſt the king your father, haſten therefore 
to receive the homage of your new ſubjects. The 
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grand vifier my father commanded me to bring you 
without delay. 


MAIMONA, anſwers the princeſs, it is enough. 
I will recompence your father's zeal, and go with you 
this inftant. Adieu, prince, faid ſhe to Ruzvanſchad. 
Then reaching out her hand, he kiſſed it with tranſ- 
port; and the added, I muſt leave you; but be at 
ſured, a day will come, when I will mect you again. 
After theſe words ſhe diſappeared. The light of the 
tapers that ſhone in the palace was all gone, and 
darkneſs enſued. Lhe king and the viſer remaiacd 
till day-break, which gave them a freth ſurpiize. hey 
fancied themſelves to be (till in the palace, but found 
nothing but © barren defart around, without any ap- 
pearance of a houſe. 


MUESIN, ſays the prince, caſting his eyes about, 
Fs this all à dream? No, no, fays the viſier. The 
lady, we have ſeen, is ſome foul forcereſs, who, to 
inſpire you with love, has taken the forin of a fair 
nymph ; and all thoſe damſels are ſo many demons 
devoted to her charms. But the king would not be 
prevailed upon to forfeit the good opinion he had 
conceived of the lady. He returned to his palace, 
reſolving to keep up a lively and tender remem- 
brance of her. And, indeed, he was fo far from 
forgetting her, that he abandoned all his pleaſure, 
and took no delight to hunt, but in the place where 
the white doe was, in expeCtation of ſeeing her 


again. 


He had now loved this lady almoſt a year, and be- 
gan to fear that his love was fixed upon a phantom; 


when 
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when he reſolved to travel, in hopes that variety of 
objects might inſenſibly wear out the imprellion ſhe 
had made upon his mind. He left the management 
of his kingdom to the viſier, and ſet out one night 
by himſelf upon a fine horſe, with a ſaddle and bridle 
covered with gold, and enriched with rubies and 
emeralds. His habit was very magnificent, and he 
girded about him a large ſcimetar, in a ſcabbard 
ſtudded with diamonds. 


Having paſſed over his own territories, he ar- 
rived on the borders of Thebet, and made for the ca- 
pital of the kingdom. When he came within two 
thort days journey of it, he ſtopped a while under a 
tree. Scarce was he alighted from his horſe to re- 
poſe himſelf, when he perceived a lady under another 
tree hard-by, who ſeemed to be about eighteen vears 
old. She lay upon the ground with her head reclined 
on one hand. By the air of her countenance, he thought 
fome misfortune had befallen her. Tho' her garments 
were torn, her beauty appeared, and it was eaſy to ſee, 
that ſhe was a perfon of ſome rank. Ruzvanſchad ap- 
proaching her, offered her his aſſiſtance, and aſked 
who ſhe was. She anſwer d. I am the daughter 
and the wife of a king, and yet I am not what 
I fay: and Jam a princeſs; and am not what I 


« am.” 


THz king knew not what to make of the young 
lady, and imagined ſhe had loſt her ſenſes. Madam, 
ſays he, recolle& yourſelf; I will ſerve you as far 
as in my power lies. Sir, fays the, it is no wonder 
you look upon me as a diſtracted woman. What 1 
told you may ſeem to be void of ſenſe; but you will 

pardon 
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pardon me, when you know my misfortunes, which, in 
return for your generoſity, 1 will relate. 


COPEDILIFNE FILL PEAT LD 


The Hiſtory of the young King of Tree, 
and of the Princeſs of the NatMans. 


| ar the only daughter of a king of the Naimans. 
When he died, I was proclaimed queen by the 
general conſent of my ſubjects, tho but four years 
old. During my minority the government was put 
into the hands of the viſier A/y-Ben-Haytan, who 
married my nurſe, and whoſe capacity was very well 
known. This wife miniſter had the care of my edu- 
cation. He initructed me in the art of government, 
and when I was almoſt ripe to manage it, fortune, 
who gives and takes away crowns as the pleaſes, 
toſſed me from a throne into the moſt wretched con- 
dition of life. Prince Ma auc, my uncle on the fa- 
ther's fide, who was thought to have been lain in 
a battle againit the Magols, came into the country of 
the Naimans. Some oi the grandees who had for- 
merly been in my intereſt, ſeconded his ambition, 
and raiſed a rebellion which the viſier could not 
quell. All my ſubjects were ſeduced, and declared 
tor Mona ac. | 


As ſoon as the uſurper was crowned, his chief bu- 
ſaneſs was to ſecure my perſon, with intention to kille 
me; but the viſier 4), and my nurſe his wife, con- 
trived to convey me from the tyrant's fury. They 
carried me fate from A/bafin by private roads to the 
borders of the kingdom of Thebet. We ſettled in the 


Capital, 
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capital, where the viſier ſet up for an Inian painter, and 
I paſſed for his daughter. He was a great maſter in the 
art of paiating, which he had learned in his youth, and 
ſoon acquired applauſe. Notwithſtanding we had with 
us jewels, and might have appeared in ſplendor, we 
were ſatisfied with a meaner ſtation, as if we all depend- 
ed upon Aly's pencil. We were alraid of Mowafac's 
ſpies, and dreaded his ſuſpicion. 


Iv this ſituation we lived two years. I inſenſibly 
forgot my former grandeur, and every day imbibing new 
ſentiments agreeable to my mis:ortunes, JI rendered this 
obicurity to me habitual. I looked upon my ſelf as the 
daughter of a private man, and if at any time I recol- 
lected the high ſtation of which I was once poſſeſſed, I 
conſidered it only as a burden from which I was diſen- 
gaged. I forgave fortune, that took from me the cares 
which attend on fovereign power, and enjoyed a perfect 
tranquillity. Would to heaven | had pailed all my days 
in this happy condition. But it was not my lot. The 
decrees of fate are irrefiſtible, and it is as much in vain 
to avoid ill fortune, as it is impoſſible to prevent it. 


Tut viſier had finiſhed ſame pieces fo well, as cauſed 
"the admiration of all that beheld them. The king heard 
of them, and came in perioa to ſce them. He was fo 
very much pleaſed with the p2riormances, and with 4ty's 
converſation, that he ſtaid fowe time. While they were 
talking, I, led by curioſity, came into the room; not 
unagining the king would take the leaſt notice of a 
painter's daughter. But I was miſtaken. He fixed his 
eyes upon me, while he continued diſcourſing with the 
viſier, and I retired. The next day he came again, and 
repeated his viſits every day, under pretence of looking 

after 
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after paintings. He inſiſted to go into all the rooms, and 
never failed to come into that where I was. He ſaid 
nothing to me, tho' I plainly diſcovered by the ardour 
that fparkled in his eyes, the fentiments of his heart. 


In a ſubſequent viſit he made the viſier an offer of a 
large penſion, with an apartment in his palace, pretenCing 
that he had a mind to keep fo rare an artiſt in bis own 
dominions. Aly gueſſed at the motives of this propoſal, 
and ſaw its conſequences. I ſee, fays he, my queen, the 
king of Thebet loves you. This pailion, not my paint- 
ings, have cauſed him to make theſe offers. We mul 
go to reſide in the palace, where he wi. daily entertain 
you with bis love: but remember your birth, and in- 
ſtead of yielding to him upon diſhonourable terms, refi:t 
his tenderneſs, unleſs he will make you a partner of his 
crown. If he has other hopes, we ſhall find means to 
elude them. I promiſed to follow the viſier's advice; but 
never told him I had remarked the king's love before. 
Much leſs did I tell him the effect this diſcovery had 
upon me. The prince was young, beautiful, and fine 
ſhaped, and I could not help being touched with the 
ſame paſſion, which I had infpired in him. 


I nad determined to conceal my inclinations, if the 
prince's view was no other than to tempt my virtue ; but 
he ſpared me this trouble. Soon after I came into the 
palace he declared his love to me, in the manner I could 
with. From the firſt moment I ſaw you, ſays he, I was 
charmed with you. You have taken up my thoughts 
ever fince, and I cannot live without you. But, how 
| ſtrong ſoever are my deſires, think not that I ſhall ever 
treat you as a ſlave. I ſhall pay you the fame reſpect 
2s if you were the daughter of the king of China, and 
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as a pledge of my faith, I will place you on the throne 
of Thebet. I thanked him for the honour he intended 
me, and gave him my hiitory, with which he was ſen- 
ſibly atfected. Dear princeſs, ſays he, It is evident that 
heaven has reſerved for ine the glory of avenging your 
cauſe. "Che traytor Mo afac thall ſuffer ſeverely for his 
uſurpation. Conſent to be married to me this day, and 
I will ſend ambaſſadors to declare war againſt him to- 
morrow. TI renewed my thanks, and confeſſed to him, 
if my eyes had made any impreſſion upon him, his like- 
wiſe were not witk out their influence over me. He was 
charmed with this conf<tſion, kiſſed my hand with eager- 
nefs, and ſwore eternal love. He eſpouſed me that very 
day, and our nuptials were celebrated throughout the 


city with great rejoycings. 


Tur very next morning, purſuant to his promiſe, the 
king ſent ambaſſadors to the country of the Na. mans, 
who, on their arrival at the court of Mozafuc, told 
that prince, their maiter had efpouſed me, and demand- 
ed him to reſtore the kingdom to me, and in caſe he 
refuſed, to declare war againit hun. Mowaffac bid him 
defiance, and immediately orders were given to levy 
men through all the kingdom of Teber. A numerous 
army was ſoon raiſed, and when the troops were in a 
readineſs to march againſt the Na:mans, there came de- 
puties from the people, to aſſure me of their obedience, 
and to inform me of my uncle's death. Hereupon the 
king diſbanded his army, and reſolved to ſend A to rule 
in my name. He was now ready to ſet out, when an 
adventure, the moſt unexpected that can be imagined, 


put a ſtop to his journey. 


I weExT 
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I wewr one evening into my cloſet, and fitting upon 
a ſofa, to read a chapter in the alcoran, which when | 
had finiſhed, I roſe to find the king, who was gone to 
bed. On a ſudden I faw a frightful apparition before 
me, which vaniſhed in a moment. I ſcreamed out, and 
awoke the king, who ran to me, and demanded the 
reaſon ; which I told him ; and, fortified by his pre- 
ſence, was inclined to believe that the phantom, which 
appeared to me, was only the coinage of imagination, 
heated with reading. The prince, pauſing awhile, re- 
plied, I am more ſurprized than you; I cannot conceive 
how you can be in my bed, and in this cloſet, at the 
ſame time. Sir, faid I, I do not underitand you. Nay 
then, added he, come to the bed, and you will ſee the 
moſt ſurprizing ſight in the world. Coming to the head 
of the bed, I beheld a young lady, who reſembled me 
to a miracle. O heaven! cried I, what prodigy is this? 
Ah! traitreſs, ſays the lady, what impudence is this? 
What is thy deſign, thou wicked ſorcereſs? Doſt thou 
believe the king, my huſband, is to be deluded by thy 
artitices ? My huſband ſces plainly thou art but a wretch. 
Then addretling to the prince, added, cauſe this per- 
haious creature to be ſeized, and caſt into a dungeon, 
and to-morrow let her be burned, to-expiate her criminal. 


purpoles. 


Ie the perfect reſemblance, which this woman has of 
me, fays the queen of the Vaimans, attonithes me; her 
inſolent manner of ſpeaking ſurptizes me ſtill more. In- 
ſtead of making her an adequate anfwer, I burſt into 
tears, and afterwards faid, to the king. Sir, I had reaſon 
to believe after my deſtiny was united to yours, my 
miſeries were at an end. But alas! ſome demon, envying 
my happineſs, borrows my form, and reſolving to paſs 

| for 
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for me, has attained her ends. View me well. If your 
wiſe {till remains dear to you, ſure you may diſtinguiſh 
her from any impo'tor. I call heaven to witneſs that 1 
am the queen of the NVaimans. 


Hear the lady in bed again interrupted her. You 
ſay falſe, fays ſhe, you are a wicked woman, as is ſeen 
by your behaviour. Ceaſe, ſays the king to us: I am at 
a loſs to tecollect my wife. One of you ſeeks to ſeduce 
me. I am afraid, under my preſent uncertainty, that in 
puniſhing the deceiver, I thould execute my vengeance 
upon the innocent. 


Is this doubt, he called in the chief of the eunuchs, 
and commanded him to confine us in ſeparate apart- 
ments, where we lay all that night. In the morning the 
prince ſent for 4 and his wife, and told them what 
had happened. They deſired to ſee us both together, 
not doubting but they ſhould be able to know me. But 
upon examination, they could not diſtiaguiſh the true 
frota the counterfeit perſon. Moreover, my nurſe re- 
membering that I was born with a mole on my knee, 
looked at us both, and found us both marked alike. 
They then begaa to interrogate us ſeparately. The lady 
anſwered their queſtions juſt as I did; but my nurſe 
looked upon my anſwers to be the more exact, and de- 
cided in my fayour. 


Hen deciſion was of ſmall ſervice. For the king 
having aſſembled all the viſiers, they judged the lady 
who was in bed, was the real queen, me the ſorcereſs, 
and ordered me to be burnt at the ſtake. The king was 
againſt this cruel ſentence, leſt he ſhould put his wife to 
death by miſtake, ordered me only to be ſtripped of my 
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robes, to be covered with old clothes, and put out of 
the city. I am come thus far, ſupported by the alms 
of well diſpoſed perſone. This is my hiſtory. I hope 
you will not think I ſpoke like one out of her wits, 
when I told you, That 1 am the daughter and the 
* wile of a king, and yet that I ain not what I ay: 
That I ama princeſs, and am not what I am.” Here 
the queen of Thebet concluded. Ruzwanſchad com- 
forted her, and ſaid, madam, your miſeries are at the 
height. From this day your fortune will change for 
the better. One of our poets fays, when any thing 
arrives at full perfection, it touches upon the period of 
declenſion ; and that the extremes of misfortune border 
upon felicity. Expect ruin, ſays the fame author, when 
thy happineſs is compleat, and prepare for joy, when 
adverſity preſſeth. Heaven in this manner has chequer- 
ed human life. To convince you of this truth, hear 
the following ſtory. 


rt TIISKE TIE TE$FY 
77% Iliffory f CaAveRsSCHA. 


HE king of Hyrcania, whoſe name was Cods- 

wvende, had a viſier called Cawver/cha, a man of 
ſuperior knowledge, and great experience. Going one 
day to bathe himſelf, as he was ftanding over the water, 
he dropped his ring into the bath, which, inſtead of 
finking, floated upon the ſurface. Struck with this 
prodigy, he ordered his ſervants to convey all his riches 
out of his houſe, and hide them in a place where he 
directed, faying at the fame time, The king my maſter 
will ſoon ſend to have me apprehended. His officers 


had not carried them all off, when the captain of the 
guards 
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guards came with ſoldiers to the houſe, and told him he . 


had orders to carry him to priſon. The viſier went with 
him, while the ſoldiers ſeized all that was left behind. 
This unhappy miniſter, whom the king had impritoned 
upon falſe reports, lay ſeveral vears in chains, and was 
denicd the liberty of ſeeing his friends. 


He had for a great while deſited leave to eat fome 
Rommanaſchy, but was refuſed it, to make his confine- 
ment more ſevere. One day the keeper brought a meſs 
out of pity, in a China baſon The viſier highly re- 
joyced, was now preparing to eat it, when two rats, as 
they were fighting fell into it ; ſo that he was not able 
to eat. But he ſent orders to his domeſtics to go and 
take his riches from the place where they were hid, 
and carry them back to his houſe ; becauſe, ſaid he, 
the king will ſoon releaſe me, and re-eſtabliſh me in my 


former grandeur. Codowvende, ſet him at liberty that 


very day, and ſending for him, ſaid, I am convinced of 
your innocence, have ordered your enemies to be ſtran- 
gled, and reinſtate you in your former dignity. 


Now the friends of Cawer/cha, who knew what had 
paſſed, aſked him how he could foretell that he ſhould 
be impritoned, and aiterwards ſet at liberty. When my 
ring floated upon the water, laid he, 1 judged that my 
glory was artis cd to the higheſt picch, that my good 
fortune, incapabic of any increaſe, was now, according 
to the decrces of heaven, about to change into adverſity. 
When I was in priion, and begged fo long for Komma- 
naſchy without ſucceſs, I plainly faw my ill fortune 
would continue ; but when it was brought, and the rats 
fell into it, they preſaged to me, that my extreme miſery 
would be turned into joy. 


The 
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The Ililo y of Ruzvanscnap. 


E caſt down no longer, madam, continues the king, 
you are now upon the brink of happineſs. Follow 
my example. Alas ! | cannot tell, whether I am not 
plagued with a frightſul demon, as well as you. Here 


he diſcoverd himſelf, and related the ſtory of the white 
doe, c. 


SCARCE had he ended his narration, when they faw 
a young man on horſeback, almoſt naked, riding full 
ſpeed. He paſſed fo near them, that the queen knew 
him, and cried out, O heavens ! ſee my huſband! But 
he never caſt his eyes that way. He ſeemed to be 
in great confuſion, and ia the midſt of his haſty flight, 
often looked behind him, as if he was fearful of be- 

- ing purſued. 


RUZVANSCHAD and the queen of Thebet look- 
ed earneſtly after him, but before he got out of fight» 
they ſaw another horſeman, ſpurring on after him. The ? 

rider of this laſt was richly cloathed, and had in his hand 
a drawn fabre, ſtained with blood, impatient to overtake 
the other. The princeſs, when ſhe faw him likewiſe, 
cried out, O heaven ! ſee my huſband ! The king of 
China, confeſſed his aſtoniſhment, and owned he never 
faw two perſons more alike. Sir, replies the queen, 
hence you may be convinced, that what I told you con- 
cerning my ſelf is no fiction. 


— 


Wulle they reaſoned upon the ſingularity of 4 
viſion, 
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_ viſion, a third perſon appeared, who, tho' he ran with 
the fame ſpeed as the other two, yet he paſſed not 
without taking notice of Rua danſcbud and the queen. 
This was the viſier Aly-Ben-Haytam. He and the 
princeſs iunnediately knew each cther. He alighted 
trom his horſe, and throwing himſelf at her feet, ſaid, 
Ah! madam, do I fee you. Thanks for ever be to 
heaven tor your preſervation. If for a time it ſuffers 
vice to reign, and abandons the innocent, it is only in 
the end to make juſtice more exemplary. The king has 
ſlain the impoſtor, and, to complete his vengeance, now 
purſues a wretch, who by the power of charms aſſumes 
his likeneſs. I have not tune to inforin you of all that 
has paſſed at court, ſince you were caſt out in ſo dil- 
graceful a manner. Haſte, madam, mount this inſtant, 
let us try to overtake him. No, fir, faid the king of 
China, fatigue not the queen. Do you ſtay with her, 
and I will undertake to join the king your maſter. 
This faid, he vaulting lightly into his faddle puctued 
hin. 


Warn he was gone off, Aly aſked the queen who he 
was, who told him he was the king of China. Now, 
fays the princeſs, tell me after what manner the ſorcereſs 
was diſcovered. This morning, ſays the miniſter, the 
king and I went out to hunt, attended only by one ſlave. 
We were not far from home, before the king bethought 
hiniſelf, that he had forgot to tell the queen ſome matter 
of importance, ſo we returned. The king quitted his 
horſe at the gate, where he ordered me to wait, and ran 
up the back ſtairs to the queen's apartment. I faw a 
man run down with a turban, almoit naked, and very 
like the king. Ah! fir, faid I, as ſoon as I faw him in 
this condition! Inſtead of making any anſwer, he ran to 

his 
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his horſe, like a perſon terrified, mounted inſtantly, and 
galloped away. Fearing ſome miſchiet had befallen him 
I followed, and heard a voice behind me, calling, ſtay, 
viſier, ſtay. Turning my head, I faw the king coming 
out of the caſtle, with fury ſparkling in his eyes, and a 
ſcimetar in his hand. He ran in haſte to meet me. 


Viſier, ſays he, we have turned out the queen to take in 
à deteſtable woman, who by magick has taken her form. 


I have killed the traitreſs, and muſt do the like to 
the villain who aſſumed my likeneſs. He then mount- 
ed his horſe to follow the enemy, and continues to hunt 


WuaiLe Aly related theſe things to the queen, Ruz- 
danſchad followed the king ot T Heber, who, puſhed on 
by his reſentment, at length everco2k him, and giving 
him a cut in his ſhoulder wich his tcunetar, felled him to 
the ground, then leaped from his horſe to finith his 
deſtruction. But the wretch begged his life, which the 
king granted upon condition he would tell hin who he 
was, by what means, and for what reaſon, he appeared 
in his likeneſs, and a full account of all he wanted to 
know : Sir, anſwered the inan, if your majeſty pleaſes 
to pardon me, I will give you full fausfation. And to 
convince you of this, | will begin, by reſuming my own 
natural hape. This taid, he took a ring off his finger, 
and appeared in the figure of a frightful old man. The 
king of Thebet, much ſurprized at this ſudden transfor- 
mation, was impatient to hear what more he had to ſay. 
Sir, added the wretch, you now ſee what I really am, 
and to ſatisfy you to the utmoſt, I will give you a parti- 
cular account of my life. 


The 
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OCHEL proceeded ; I am the fon of a weaver 

of Damas, and my name is Mochel. My father 

was rich and covetous, and I being his only heir, found 
my ſelf, at his death, maſter of a conſiderable fortune, 
for one of my birth. Inſtead of managing my income 
for the beſt, or making buſineſs my pleaſure, I made 
pleaſure my buſineſs. I kept company with women, 
but was particularly obliging to one young lady, whoſe 
inclination was as great towards me. She was witty 
and fair, but too much addicted to fraud and artifice. 
She had as many lovers as there are days in the year, 
and each of them thought himſelf the firſt in her 
favour, as ſhe told him in private. Deluded by the fair 
romiſes ſhe made, I believed all my rivals efforts were 
vain, and that I was the happy man. [his fond notion 
increaſed my love, and love increaſed mv expences. I 
ſent Dilno.aze preſents very often, Which were of fo 
conſiderable value, that in four years I was intirely un- 
done. My rivals alſo endeavoured to preſerve her at- 
fections by gifts, and in ſhort ſhe grew rich with the ſpoils 


of her lovers. 


Wren I had ſpent my all, I expected, as is uſual 


among theſe fort of creatures, to be turned quite off 
from her preſence : but ſhe, tho' ſurpriſingly intereſted, 
and a thorough-paced coquet, faid to me one day, Per- 
haps, you imagine I ſhall now difcard you. No, no, 
though you now make me no preſents, I love you beſt, 
and ſeeing yu are firſt ruined, I will in my turn let you 
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experience my generoſity. I intend you {hall ſhare with 
me all I receive from your rivals, and to repay you with 
intereſt what you have ſpent upon me. She gave me 
ſtore of gold and filver, and I thought my ſelf richer 
than ever. She put her whole confidence in me, and 
tor many years we cohabited in this manner. Age now 
grew inſenſibly upon her, which deprived her of all her 
lovers. This was a great affliction to her. She grew 
inconſolable on being forfaken. What ſhall I do, ſaid 
the ? I muſt either end my days, or go into the deſart of 
Pharan, and find out the ſage Bedra. She is the moſt 
knowing magician in Aa. All nature is liable to her 
enchantments. I know her abode. She, perhaps, will 
give me ſomething to make men love me in my old 
age. It you pleaſe, anſwered I, let me keep you 
company. She accepted the offer. We took Provi- 
ſions, ſome preſents for Bedra, and purſued our journey 
to the deſart. 


Ar ret We had travelled two days, Dilnoiaze ſhew'd 
me a mountain at a great diſtance from us, faying, the 
woman magician lives at the foot of that hill. We 
went forwards, and, coming to the place, beheld a 
ſpacious cave, out of which flew a thouſand ominous 
birds, or rather winged monſters, who filled the air 
with their hideous cries. When we came to the mouth 
of it, there was an iron lamp, by the dim light of which, 
we ſaw a little old woman fitting upon a large ſtone. 
This was Bedra : ſhe had a large book open upon her 
knees, and read before a furnace of gold, wherein ſtood 
a pot of filyer, filled with black earth, and boiling 
without fire. We entered, and after paying a profound 
reverence to the old woman, gave her the preſents, 
when Dilno::aze ſpoke thus: Hail! Bedra, to whom 

E ſuch 
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ſuch power is given, I am come to implore your aid : | 
I need not tell you my errand : you know it. I do, 

replies Bedra. Then fetched two phials, and carried 

them out of the cave. Sie then placed them upon the 

ground, and calt iato each a gold ring, then opened the 

book, and read foine magic words. While this was do- 

ing, we law fire break out of one phial, and out of the 

other a black ſinoke; which ſpreading itſelf thro' the air, 

ended in a clap of thunder. 


Wuex all was filent, and nothing more came out of 
the phials, Be4ra took the rings out, and put one on 
Dilm:aze's finger, faying, Go, woman, abandon thy 
heart to joy. The ring which I gave you, fo long as 
you have it upon your finger, has the power of giving 
to you the thape and features of any woman you have 
a mind to reſemble. Only wiſh that you may repre- 
fent any wife, or virgin, and in that inſtant you will 
be fo like her, that it will be ſcarce poſſible to know one 
from the other. To you, Mechel, I give the other ring, 
which has the ſame virtues. 'T his faid, ſhe put the 
other ring on my finger. 


We paid our compliments to the magician, took our 
leave, and returned to Damas to try the experiment. 
We firſt withed to reſemble perſons we knew, and found 
ourſelves like them in every thing. Dilns dase foon 
after aſſumed the form of the moſt beautiful ladies in 
the city, to proſtitutg herfelf to her lovers. I alſo uſed 
my ring for diverſisn, and ſometimes for theft, by now 
taking the likeneſs of one man, and anon of another. 
Having followed this Way of life for a conſiderable 
time at Damas, we left Egypt, and arrived at length in 
the land of the Naimans. There we had * 
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that a young priacels was on the throne, cad that the 
viſier Aly-Ben-Haytam, governed the ſtate in her name; 
that his abſolute authority cauſed animoſities among the 
people, who wilked to ſee the prince M>:.affac in the 
country, who was killed, as they thought, in « battle 
fought at Mogaliſtan. Here, ſays Dilnomame, is a fan 
opportunity of getting a Crown. Take upon you the 
torm.of prince Movaffac. 


Tuts, thought I, is no hard taſk. When I had 
previouſly informed myſelf of every particular circum- 
ſtance relating to Movaffac, I wiſhed myſelf like him, 
and inftantly became his very image. I firſt ſhewed 
myſelf to his friends, who received me with joy, 
and to whom I made known my Yeſign. They pro- 
miſed me aſſiſtance. Soon after the whole kingdom 
was up in arms. The people of Alain opened the 
gates of their city to me, proclaimed me king of the 
Naimans, and fwore obedience. For my greater ſe- 
curity, I reſolved to facriice the young queen and 
the viſier to my ambition. But Aly ſaved his own 
life and that of the princeſs, by leaving the kingdom 
with as much ſecrecy as diligence. In the mean time 1 
reinained in quiet poſſeſſion of the throne, and Hil- 
naaze paſſed for my queen. Our days were all days 
of pleaſure, till we learned, fir, from your ambaſſa- 
dors, that you had eſpouſed the queen of the Naz- 
mans, and would declare war againft me, if I did not 
inſtantly give up the crown which I with-held from 
her fo wrongfully. I returned a haughty Anſwer, 


as if I fet you at defiance; but at the fame time 


was much ternhed. I immediately conſulted Dil- 
noiage, What was moſt adviſeable to be done in 
this affair. We conſidered that you was greatly 
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ſuperior in power, determined to quit the throne, 
and reſolved to avenge ourſelves __ the queen of 


Naimans. 


Tur method we took was this: I took the form 
of a ſick perion for ſome days, then borrowed that 
of a corpſe, to perſuade the people I was dead. My 
funeral was celebrated, and Dilnouage came by 
night and opened the ſepulchte where I was laid; 
after which we departed out of Albaſin in our na- 
tural ſhapes, and took the road to Thebet, where we 
faw the deputies enter, which were ſent to the 
queen to inform her of the death of prince Mowaffac, 
and aſſure her, they acknowledged her for their 
lawful fovereign. Upon this news you diſbanded the 
army, and determined to intruit the viſier Aly with 
the government of the Naimans. Now I and Dil- 
not aze got one evening into the palace in the form 
of one ot the queen's eunuchs, and ſhe in that of a 
"young ſlave. After this we got into your apart- 
ment when you was in Bed, and the queen in her 
cloſet reading in the Alcoran. When your lady was 
coming out of her cloſet to you, I put on the ap- 
pearance of a terrible phantom. She cried out, and I 
vaniſhed. I need not trouble you with what fol- 
lowed, when I this day counterfeired the reſemblance 
of your majeſty. This, fir, is my hiſtory. I agree, 
that for theſe foul crimes I deferve death; and if 
your majeſty pleaſes to puniſh a wretch who owns 
bimſelf unworthy to live, I willingly ſubmit. The 
king anſwered, I ſhould rid the earth of ſuch a 
monſter ! But ſince I have given thee my promife 
to ſpare thy lite, I will not forfeit my word. I 
will only take the rings that fatal inſtrument of 

thy 
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thy wickedneſs, and may thy decrepid age be thy 
puniſhment. g 


Tur king had ſcarce done ſpeaking, when he ob- 
ferved Ruzwan/chad making up to him with full 
ſpeed ; and judging by his attire, that he was a 
perion of rank, as ſuch conſider d him. Ruzwanſched 
alighted from his Horſe, faluted him, and faid : Prince, 
I am the meſſenger of good news: The queen lives; 
and notwithſtanding her baniſhment from Thebet, you 
have it in your power, to ſee her this night. O 
heavens! ſays the king, is it poſſible that ſhe ſhould 
be alive after the hardſhips ſhe has ſuffered. But, as 
you, fir, continued he, ſeem to be informed of the 
wonders which have been done in my court. Tell 
me, fir, who you are, and let me know how much 
Tm obliged to you. I am a flranger, ſays the king 
of China, and at a fitter opportunity ſhall tell you my 
name. I found your queen by accid ent. She told 
me her fad ftory, and the viſter Ay informed me of 
the reſt. He is now with the princeſs, and I came to 
conduct you to her. Full of impatience to reviſit 
his true wiſe, the king of Theber left the wretched 
Michol upon the place, after he had taken from 
him the ring, and inſtantly returned with Ruz- 
vanſ/chad. 


Tuer rode together to the place where Aly and 
the queen fat. The king quitted his horſe in a 
hurry, and opening his arms to receive the princeſs, 
me made forward to embrace him. Madam, faid 
he, What notions muſt you have hereafter of a huſ- 
band, who has treated you ſo inhumanly. But alas! 
To what height ſoever I have carried my cruelty, 
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you ſbould not hate me, ſince I have avenged you of 


your enemies. Sir, replies the queen, let us forget 
what is paſt, your miſtake is pardonable, and your 
error a lufficient excuſe for iny ſufferings. No, favs 
the king, my error is inexculable. Whatever reſem- 
Lance that accurſed woman might have borrowed of 
you, I ought to have Giltinguiſhked, by the ſentiments 
of your heart, and your wit ; in both which the was 
very deficient. 


Tazrn firſt tranſports, occaſioned by this unexpect- 
ed interview, being over, the queen aſked her huf- 
band, how he came to be undeceived. I went, ſays 
the prince, privately up the back ſtairs to your apart- 
ment, and aw a man in beck with my ſuppoſed wife: 
Enraged, I drew my ſcimitar, ts make a facrifice of 
the lovers. The man eluded the blow, and ran a- 
way. Inflead of purſuing of him immediately, I re- 
ſolvec to rid myſelf firſt of a perfidious wie. She 
was now got up, and fell at my feet for pardon. As 
the ſtretched out her hands, I cut off one, which had 
Sing upon the finger. She no ſooner loſt that but her 
beauty diſappeared, and I faw a frightful hag before 
me. Ah! Prince, faid the, by cutting off my hand, 
you have robbed me of that beauty which deluded 
you. Deprive me not of my lite, I have fufficient 
puniſhment in ſeeing you difabuſed. No, no, wicked 
farcerefs, ſaid I, thou haft been the cauſe of my treat- 
ing the queen ſo unwosthily, who muſt by this tune 
have finiſhed a wretched life. After theſe words I 
raiſed my ſcimitar, and ſtruck oft her head ; then 
purſued the curſed wretch, who had borrowed my 
forur and features. And it was the will of heaven 
that be theuld not eſcape my vengeance. The 2 
thus 
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thus far ſatisfied; he went on to relate what paſſed 


between him and Moc hel, which the princeſs and the 
viſier heard with equal attention and furprize. When 
the king had finiſhed his narration, he turned to Ruz- 
vanſchad, ſaying, Noble ſtranger, who have ſo ge- 
nerouſly contributed to my happineſs ; what. marks 
of gratitude does your heart require of me? ſpeak. 
When Ruzwanſchad was preparing to make anſwer, 
the queen prevented him, faying, I perceive, fir, you 
know not to whom you addreſs this diſcourſe. He iz 
the king of China. When the king of Thebet was 

thus informed, he aſked his pardon, and they embraced 
ſeveral times ; then went together to the king of The- 
Bets palace; where he was entertained in a princely 
manner for ſome days, then taking leave of his royal 
hoſts, went to his own dominions. 


Cc AIC ALI Nee 


The Cintmuation of the Hiſtory of Rvzy ans 
CH 4B, aud t the Privicefs CHERER!ST ANY. 


 UZLV A#NSCHAD, now being ſafe arrived at 
his own palace, told the viſier the ſtrange ad- 
venture of the king and queen of Thebet. Muezin 
was aſtoniſhed at it, and repreſented to his maſter 
that Cheherilany was alſo an enchantrefs, which, the 
kinz now began not to doubt of. 


Oxz morning when all the nobles came to the 
palace as uſual, and waited for this prince, no per- 
fon could tell where he was, or wheat was become 
of him. All they knew was, that he fell aſleep upon 
a fofa the night before, and had not been fezn ſince. 
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Several weeks paſſed without the leaſt intelligence 
of him. All the courtiers grieved for the loſs of their 
ſovereign. They dyed their faces yellow, gave them- 


ſelves up to mourning, and ſtrewed roſes before the 
throne. 


Tur viſier who loved his maſter exceedingly, grew 
diſconſolate for the Joſs of him. While they grieved 
in this manner, Ruzvanſchad was compleating bis 
happineſs in the iſland of Cheheri/tan, where he was 
carried by the order of Cheheriſtany. This princeſs, 
aiter the was proclaimed queen, applied herſelf to 
the affairs of government, but ſoon finding that her 
love for the king of China daily increaſed, and being 
very ſenſible of his conſtancy, reſolved to perform her 
promiſe. To this purpoſe ſhe ordered him to be 
carried off by a genie, and brought to her palace. 
When he faw the queen, he cried out, Ah! Di- 
vine princeſs, have I the pleafure to ſee you once 
more? Alas! I durſt not flatter myſelf with fo great 
a favour, I really thought you had forgot me. No, 
replies the queen, abĩence has not the ſame effect 
upon genies as upon the ſons of Adam. It never 
ſhakes our conſtancy. Tho'I am but a fon of Adam, 
replies the prince, I am in point of fidelity, madam, 
equal to any genie. Ah! my queen, continues he, 
with a ſigh, with what impatience did I long to fee 
you? Ah! fir, replies the princeſs, fince your love has 
ſtood the trial, we will this very Cay unite ourſclves 
for ever. I 
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Taz king of China ſwore eternal love to her 
Aſter which, all the chief nobles of the realm, wil 
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the people, were ſummoned before the palace, where 
the queen made the following ſpeech to them. 


Le great, and ye inferior genies,” 

As you inveſted me with the ſovereign power, 
« after the death of Menoutcher, my father: I do 
hereby declare, that I will ſoon eſpouſe the prince 
Ruzwanſchad. I order you for this reaſon, to ſhew 
'* him all due reſpect, as your lord and maſter.” 


Wurr ſhe had thus faid, ſhe led him forward to 
the ſight of the people. They all applauded her 


choice, and made no ſcruple to crown him king of 
Cheheriſtan. 


AFTER his coronation, preparations were made for 
the celebration of their marriage. But before this was 
performed, the queen inſiſted that he ſhould promite her 
one thing, which, favs ſhe, will tead to- our future 
happineſs ; and if you ſhould at any time break this 
promite, we ſhall be miſerable. Let mie know what it 
is, madam, fays the king, you need only ſpeak, I am 
ready to perform all you require. Know, then, fir, I 
am a genie, and, fays ſhe, you are a fon of Adam. We 
have laws and cuſtoms peculiar to. ourſelves. In a 
word, it is inpoſſible we ſhould continue long together, 
if you do not blindly comply with me in all things. Is 
this, madam, ſays Ruzwan/chad, that ſevere trial which 


| you ſuſpect me to be iacapable of. believe me I ſhall 


never have any will but yours. Well then, replies the 
princeſs, you promiſe that it | chance to do any thing 


in your ſight which is not agreeable to you, that you | 


will not reprove me for it. Yes, my queen, faid he, 1 
fear to approve them all; and if you doubt my 
E 5 complaiſance 
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complaifance is not equal to my love, you will difoblige 
me for ever. Enough, replies Cheheriftany, I fit 
down by your cath. Never think I ſhall aſk any un- 
reaſonable compliance. The gemes do nothing which 
*v improper. 


Now the queen eauſed Ryzman/chad to aſcend 2 
throne of gold, and placed herſelt by him, while the 
nobles ſtood in ranks before them, and the princels's - 
women on each fide. The nobles paid their homage to 
the new king, and perſormed ſome c2remonics, peculiar 
10 beings of that kind. Then their nuptials were cele- 
brated, by feſtivals and rejoicings for three days. The 
king, pleaſed with his ſucceſsg ade it his whole buſt- 
neſs to pleaſe his conſort ; and conſecrating his time to 
diverſions, he for a while loſt even the remembrance of 
his native country. About twelve months after Che he- 
riſtany was gelivercd of a prince, extremeiy beautuul 
All the people made freſn rejoycings, and the king tranſ- 
ported to have a fon by his charming Cheberi/tany, con- 
tinually returned his thanks to heaven for the bleſſing. 
When the news was brought to the king, he was a hunt- 
ing, but intantly came to ſee the habe. He took it in 
his arms, and having kiſſed him gently, gave him back 
to the queen, who was fitting by a great fire, and threw 
hun unmediately into it, and that very inſtant, O mi- 
faculous event! The fire and the infant both diſ- 


appeared. 


Tais ſtrange incident much afflicted the king: but 
how great ſoever his grief was upon the occafron, he 
did not ſhe w it, remembering the oath he had taken. 
He retired into his clofet to indulge his forrow, and 
melting into tears, faid, Heaven grants me a ſon ; his 
mother throws ham into the flames! Am I not very 

wretched ! 


e 
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wretched! O mother devoid of nature! O cruel.— 
But no more, adds he, I may diſoblige thz queen, if 1 
relate my grief! Let me prevail upon myſelf to think 
that the princeſs acts not contrary to reaſon. Notwith- 
ſtanding the ſtrong tendency of his heart to reproach her 
with the death of his heir. 


Fur next year the queen was delivered of a prin- 
ceſs, whole beauty was far ſuperior to that of the 
prince. She was called Balli. The king was again 
ravifkcd with her beauty. Not many days after the 
was born, there appeared in and about the palace, a 


great chte bitch, with her mouth wide open. Che- 


Leriſtuny, obſerving her, ſaid, Here, take this child aad 
the cradle. The bitch infantly ran to the cradle, took 
it in her mouth and went away. 


No pen can expreſs how the king was troubled at 
this ſight. Remembering the oath he had taken, he 
retired into his cloſet, there recollecting the fad fate 
of his fon, and the cruel uſage of his daughter. In- 
human (Heheriſta ny, ſaid he, is it thus you treat my 
children? I abhor your cuſtoms and laws. Your laws 
without doubt direct, that when the genies marry with 
us men, their children ſhould periſh. And ſhall I chus 
be devoted to her will? No, notwithſtanding all the 
tenderneſs I have for her, I will not bear with theſe bar- 
barous Cuſtoms. 


However, tho' the king was much concerned 
for the lofs of his children, he had prudence enough 
to conceal his grief from the queen. The iſland of 
Cbeheriſſlan became his averſion, and he reſolved to 
return to China. Hereupon, he one day faid to the 
princeſs, I Jong to teviſit my people in China, who are 


now 
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now impatient of my abſence. I conſent, ſays the | 
. queen, that you ſhould fatisfy their defires. I know 
the Magols are raiſing a powerful army againſt you. 
Begone, and preſerve your empite. I will ſoon pay 
you a vitit. She immediately ordered a genie to take 
the king back ; and he ſoon found himſelf in his own. 


palace. 


= 


MUEZIN, proftrated himſelf before bias, ſaying, 
Heaven. at laſt has reſtored you to your people. Your 
ſubjects deſpairing of ſeeing you again, conferred tho 
kingdom upon me: but now beholding my lord and 
maſter, I quit the throne, and defire you to aſcend it. 
The king, after this, related his adventures to Muezin,, 
at which he. fell into aſtouiſhment. 


So ox after the Mogols enter d China, not doubting 
of an entire conqueſt. This news was braught to 
Ruzwanſchad. He marched againſt them, having pre- 
viouſly filled a magazine with proviſions of all kinds- 
for the ſupport of his army, in a vaſt plain, at a pro- 
per diſtance from the enemy. The officer, who had the 
charge of theſe proviſions, was called Helz. As the 
king was going to take upon himſelf the command of 
his army, Cheheriftany appeared to him, accompanied 
by ſeveral genies ; who deſtroyed all his proviſions in the 
magazine, let out his liquors, and left nothing either for- 
him or his army to eat or drink. | 
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Hertvyon the princeſs ſaid to Wely; Go tell the 

| king, that the queen his wife has committed this diſ- 
| order. He poſted away to Ruzvanſchad, and told all 

the queen had done ; who faid, Even the death of my- 

children is leſs excuſahle than this action. But while 

he 
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he was fired with indignation, the princeſs came 0 
him. Madam, fays be, I can no longer keep filence. 
You have already deſtroyed my fon and daughter, and 
now make a manifeit attempt upon my lite and glory. 
O ungrateful ! Is it thus you repay my affection? See 
my army, by your means, deprived of provitions. 


An! weak and iinprudent prince, repites the queen. 
Why did you not reſtrain your tongue? The hard fate 
which I dreaded is now fixed. Little do you think, that 
the fire into which I caſt your fon, was a wite ſa- 
ta:nander, to whom I intruſted his education; and 
the bitch was a fairy, who ſued to me to have the 
management of your daughter. They both anſwer 
my expectations, and breed up the prince and his ſiſter 
in a polite manner; of which truth you ſhall this 
inſtant bear teitimony. To this end ſhe immediately 
eommanded one of the genies to bring them that mo- 
ment. They came; but none, excepting the king, 
were permitted to ſee them. 


Taz king of China was ſo much raviſhied with the 
fight of his children, that he loſt all thoughts about 
his provifions. He hugged, kiſſed, and embraced 
them one after another; while Cheheri/tany added, Sir, 
I mutt now inform you, why I deitro;:4 your provi- 
fions. The king of the Mogels, to acconplith his de- 
ſigns, had prevailed with your periuious miniſter 
Wely, for a thouſand ſequins of gold, to take away 
your life, and dettroy your army by poiſoning your 
proviſions.” By this ſtratagem your generals, captains, 
Sc. muſt have periſhed, had I no: pieyented their de- 
ſtruction. Make hi:a eat a piece of biſket before you, 
and obſerve the coniequeace. The king ordered 

Welty 
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Wely to be called, and ſome of the fcatter'd proviſion? 
to be brought. They fetched him a box of ſweetmeats 
as yet entire, ſealed with the vitier's fignet. The king 
commanded it to be opened, and bid the traitor to eat. 
Wely pretended he had no appetite. If you do not eat 
this moment, replies the prince, I will take off your 
head. The vilter finding his death inevitable, taſted of 
the ſweetmeats, and dropped down dead. I hope this 
will convince you, ſays the queen, that we genies do 
nothing without reaſon. Yes, NiaGan, replies Rus- 
wanſchad, 1 own myſelt to blame; but my ariny, who 
have eſcaped the poiſon, I fear mutt now periſh by 
famine. Ceaſe your fears, contiaucs the queen, they 
ſhall be ſupplied to-morrow. Attack the enemy this 
night. You ſhall become maſter of their magazines, 
and return to your City in triumph. 


Is the dead of the night the princels with ker guards 
led the Chineſe, and poured in upon the he ̃ e army, 
made a great ſlaughter, and totally defeated them, with 
the loſs of a few men. All the equipage of the king of 
the Mogels, as well as the proviſions for his army, which 
were in great abundance, became a prey to the conque- 
rors. Now, fays ine to the king, when day-light ap- 
peared, fee your enemies he in the duſt. The war is 
over. Return to your palace, and live undiſturbed. As 
for me, I muſt leave you. There is a neceſſity we 
thould be ſeparated for ever. You will ſez me no more, 
and I ſhall never more ſee you. It is your own fault. 
Why did you not keep your promiſe? Ah! juſt heaven, 
cries the prince, What is it I hear? In the name of 
heaven! think no more of your fatal purpoſe. I re- 
pent that ever I failed in my word. Vouchſaſe to 
Pardon me. Your prayers and proteſtations are ſuper- 
fluous, 
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fluons, ſays the princeſs, our laws compel me to leave you. 
Alas ! was it in my power to pardon you, I would not be 
mexorable. Adieu, prince! Farewel for ever, adds the, 
weeping. You loſe at once your children and your wite. 
At theſe words, ſhe and har children dilappeared. 


Fr is not in the power of words to expreſ» the king of 
China's forrow on this occaſion. He difguited Is face, 
threw earth upon his head, and expreſſec all the actions 
of a madman. Ile took his army to the capital, and 
entering the palace, faid to Me gin, govein you my 
empire. I leave my affairs to your manigeinent. Act 
a3 you think proper. I will paſs the reſt of my days in 
mourning for the loſs of my wife and children; neither 
muſt you talk to me of any thing relating to my king- 
dora ; but only of Cheheri any and my children. To 
indulge my grief ſhall be the buſineſs os my life. He 
accordingly ſhut hunfelt up in his cloſet, and fell into a 
deep melancholx, and remained ten years in a languith. 
ing condition. He was upon his death bed, when the 
queen, full of grief, came into his apartment, ſaying, 
come to put an end to your trouble, and to reſtore 
vou to life. Our laws required, that to puniſh your 
perjury, I ſhould keep from you ten years. Neither 
was I to return to you again, unleſs you had, during 
that time, perſe vered in your fidelity. But you have 
now Convinced me that the ſons cf Adam can love with 
ccnituncy. To complete your joys, continues fhe, vou 
ſhall alſo ſee your children again. They immediately 
entered the room, to Ruzvanſchad, who was tranſport- 
ed at the ſight of them. As he was the fondeſt father, 
and the moft loving huſband, his heart was divided with 
all the tender paſſions which conjugal and paternal love 
can inſpire. He foon recovered, and thefe four per- 
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ſons lived together many years. After the death of the 
king and queen, the prince Cheheriſtan, their only ſon, 
reigned in. China, and their daughter Balkis governed 
the iſland of Cheheri/tan, till the became the ſpouſe of 
the great prophet Salomon. 
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T Damas there dwelt a wealthy merckant, whoſe 

name was Abdallah. He one Cay reflefting upon 
the many dangers he had eſcaped in traverſing the whole 
world to heap up riches, lamented his haviag no 
children to-enjoy them, and gave charities daily to the. 
derviſes to pray that he might be bleſſed with a fon. 
Nay, he founded hoſpitals, and convents, and built moſ- 
ques, but it was all to no purpole ; ſo that now he deſ- 
paired of being a father. 


Ar length he ſent for a famous Indian phyſician, 
and faid to him, O doctor, I have longed exceedingly 
theſe many years for a ſon. Sir, ſays the Indian, it is 
a bleſſing which depends upon the will of providence, 
but yet it is not denied to men, to uſe their endeavours 
to attain it. Teil me then, fir, ſays Abdallah, what I 
muſt do, and I will follow your directions. You muſt, 
fays the pbyſician, purchaſe a ſtrait and beautiful ſlave, 
with plump checks and large hips ; her voice muſt be. 
ſoft and melodious, ſhe muſt have a chearful look, and 
her converſation muſt be agreeable. Beſides this, uu 
muſt keep yourſelf chaſte for forty days before you hays. 
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engage yourſelf from buſineſs, eat nothing but the fleſh 
of a black ram, and drink old wine. Punctually obſerve 
theſe particulars, and I have reaſon to hope you may 
have an heir. 


ABDALLAH purchaſed a beautiful damſel, ſtrictly 
purſued the regimen preſcribed, and had a fon by her. 
The child was nam'd Cou/ouſe, and magnificent banquets, 
and public rejoicings were made at his birth. Great 
care was taken in. his edycation. He had variety of 
maſters. He was inſtructed in the Hebrew, Greek, 
Turkiſh, and Indian languages, underftood, and could 
write them all. He not only read the Alcorau, but the 
commentators upon it alſo ; and knew the my ſtical 
meaning of every thing therein contained. Above all, 
he was well inſtructed in the doctrine of predeſtination. 
He knew the hiſtory of Arabia and Perſia, and the an- 
nals of their kings. He learned morality, philoſophy, 
phyſic, and aſtronomy. At the age of eighteen he was 
not only a proficient in all theſe things ; but was a good 


poet, a ſkilfu] muſician. and a great . of all bodily 
exerciſes. 


ABDALLAH loved him more than liie, and could 
not bear to have him out of his fight. Now death had 
given a ſummons to the old merchant. A little time 
before he expired, he bid Coulouſe fit down by his bed, 
and employed his laſt moments in giving him good 
advice. When the funeral was over, his ſon took poſ- 
ſeſſion of all his real and perſonal eſtates; but he no 
ſooner got them into his hands, than he began to ſquander 
them away. He built a palace, bought beautiful ſlaves, 
and choſe fuch young men for his companions, as had 
the lame way of thinking. They gratified every ap- 


petite, 
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petite, and his table was laviſhly furnuhed every day. 
Mirth, muſic, feaſting, and dancing, were their con- 
ſtant employment. In this extravagant manner they 
lived ſeveral vears, till he had waſted his patrimony. He 
was obliged to part with his palace and his ſlaves, and 
was foon reduced to poverty. 


He now had recourſe to all his companions, who 
contributed to his ruin, for ſubſiſtance. You, fays he, 
contributed to my ruin; yau, my friends, have ſeen 
me in proſperity ; you now ſee my adverſity. Call ta 
wind your former promiſes ; relieve me in my diſtreſs. 
Thus did Coulauſe try the gratitude of his friends, but 
they were all deaf to his ſolicitations. Some pitied him; 
others prayed for him; and ſome again reviled him. 
O faithleſs friends, cries he, your hardneſs of heart 
afflicts me deeply ! I am juſtly puniſhed for my folly and 
credulity. 


COULOUSE, more afflicted in his mind, that he 
was deceived in his choice of friends, than for his po- 
verty, reſolved to quit Damas, where he had ſo many 
witneſſes of his folly. He ſet out for the land of Ke- 
naites, came to Caracorum, where Cabal Can reigned, 


and took lodgings at an inn. Here he one day heard, 


that the king was making preparations for war, the two 
neighbouring princes, who paid him a large annual 
tribute, having reſuſed to continue it, and levied forces 
to oppoſe his collectors, if they preſumed to enter into 
their dominions. When Cæulouſe had intelligence of this 
affair, he went to Cala Can to offer his ſervice in the 
army. He fignalized himſelf by ſeveral actions in this 
war ; which drew upon him the love of the officers, 
and the favour of the king's ſon, who was an eye-witneſs 
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ef them. Other trivutary princes following the example, 
took up arms likewiſe, fo that Cabal Can was obliged to 
turn his arins againſt theſe new enemies. Here the ſon 
of Abdallah again diſtingulied his bravery in fo extra- 
ordinary a manner, that Mirgehan, the ſon of Cabal 
Can, reiolved to take him to himſellf. 


Soo after Cabal Can died, and the prince ſucceed- 
ed him. When he was fettled upon the throne, he 
thower'd down his favours upon Cau lauſe, and made him 
his fole confident. He flouriſhed now more than ever, 
and faid, It muſt be, that the events of human life are 
determined in heaven! I lived at Damas amiclt pleaſures, 
and never thought I thould fall into mifery. When I 
came to Caracorum, 1 had no hopes of being whas ] 
am. All the good, all the evil, which befalls us, is in- 
dependent af ourſelves, and not to be prevented. Let 
us live therefore according to our hearts, and ſubmit to 


our deftiny, which cannot be avoided. Relying on this 


principle, he followed his inclinations without reſtraint. 
Going out of the palace one Cay, he met an old 


' woinan veiled, wko wore a necklace of pearls, with a 


ſtaff in her hand, and five flaves following her. He 
aſked her, it the ſlaves were to be fold? She anſwer d 
in the athrmative. He examined their features, and 
ſeeing one more beautiful than the reſt, aſked the price 
of her. I cannot recommend her to you, fir, who 
ſeem to be a perſon of diſtinction ; you thould have one 
more engaging. I have them of all forts, and from all 
countries. I have Turkiſh virgins, Sclawonicks, lonians, 
Ethiopians, Armenians, Georgians, and ſome of China. 
You ſhall take your choice. Follow me. 


P 


Tuzy came to a moſque, when the old wo:.2n faid, 
fray 
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ſtay here a moment till I return. After he had waited 
there about an hour with impatience, the came with u 
virgin, who carried a bundle under her arm; -i which 
was a veil and the upper garment of a woman, with 


which the old woman cover'd Coulouſe, ſaying, Sir, we 


are perſons of reputation, and it would be a diſgrace to 
us to take in a ſtranger. Mother, ſays he, putting on 
the habit, take me where you pleaſe. She led him to 
a palace, where every thing had an air of magnificence ; 
and after we had croſſed a vaſt court, paved with green 
marble, we came into a ſpacious hall, in the middle of 
which ſtood a baſon of porphyry, full of water, wherein 
were a number of ducks. It was encompaſſed with an 
aviary of golden wire, in which a thouſand birds of 
various kinds made a delightful harmony. 


Waitz Coutouſe was buſied in conſidering theſe ob- 
jects, in came a young lady ſmiling. She made him a 
profound reverence. He faluted her; ſhe took him by 
the hand, and feated him by her upon a cuſhion of gold 
brocade, placed on a ſofa of the ſame ſtuff; then took 
a fine handkerchief, and wiped his eyes and face, and 
gave bim ſuch bewitching glances, as thoroughly gained 
his affeftions. He was determined to purchaſe her, 
when another ſlave came in much fairer than the firſt, 
with gold locks waving upon her ſhoulders. She came 
up to the fon of Abdallah, kiſſed his hand, and offered 
to waſh his feet in a baſon of gold ; which he refuſed, 
and riſing up, was reſolved to fix his choice here; but 
immediately he became motionleſs, like a ſtatue, on the 
ſight of twenty young damſels, who ſeemed to rival 


each other in beauty ; accompanied by a young perſon 
in richer attire, far ſuperior to the reſt in beauty, and 
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whom he took for their miſtreſs. Coaleuſe enraptured 
on this occaſion, ſainted away. 
* 
ALL the ſlaves ran to his aſſiſtance, and when he re- 
covered ſrom the fit, the lady who was the cauſe of it, 


ſpoke thus. Poor bird! let me bid you welcome. You 


are caught in the net. Coulouſe kitſed the earth, and 
ſighed. They placed him upon a ſofa, and brought 
him therbet in a golden cup, enriched with jewels. The 
lady diank to him, fat down by him, and perceiving 
bim unable to ſpeak ; How comes it to paſs, ſays ſhe, 
that you are fo diſorder d? Banith your melancholy. 
Are you not pleaſed with your company? Ah | fair 
creature, replies he, inſult me no longer. I confeſs that 
my ſpirits are in conſuſion. 


Tuis faid, ſhe took him by the hand, led him into 


another room, where they all fat down at a table cover- 


ed with great variety of ſweetineats, and the moſt delici- 


ous fruit. When they had done eating, the ladies 
waſh'd their hands with a kind of paſte of an exquiſite 
compoſition, and wiped them with towels df roſe-co- 
lour'd filk. After this they paſſed into the wine- 
chamber, adorned with caſkets of balis, and ſweet- 
ſmelling flowers. 


Sou of the ladies began here to dance, others played 
upon the canoun, harp, or guitar of David, upon the 


organ, barbot violin, and arganoun. But not one of Y 


the hands was comparable to that of the lady who had 
charmed the ſon of Abdallah. She in her turn took 
the lute, put it in tune, and played moſt divinely. She 
played upon the harp in the Raftian meaſure ; upon the 
viol in the meaſure of M paban, and upon the ſoft flute 

in 
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in the meafure of Rihus'y. She likewiſe ſung, and 
raviſhed Coulbuſe with vocal and inftrumental mukic. 
He, unable to contain huuielt any longer, cries out, 
My queen, you have deſtroyed my reaſon. Suffer me 
to kiſs your hand, and to caft myſelf at your feet. 
Having thus ſpoke, he feized the lady's hand, kiſſed, 
and preſſed it with rapture. She, offended with his 
boldneſs, turned away with a haughty air, and ſaid, 
Whoever thou art, ſtop thy proceedings, and pats not 
the bounds of modeſty. I am a virgin of quality. In 
vain you deſire to poſſeſs me. You will ſee me no more 
and withdrew. 


COULOUSE now leſt alone, was tortured with a 
thouſand different paſſions ; when the old woman came 
ro him, faying, What have you done, young man ? 
You might have judged by the magniticence of this 
Houſe, that you were not under the roof of one, who 
makes a trade of ſelling flaves. The lady Whom you 
have offended, is the daughter of one of the principal 
men at court. This information heightned the love of 
the ſon of 4bdallah, who was delpairing of ever ſeeing 
her again: when ſhe returned into the hall with the 
other ladies in a different babit, decked out with more 
care; and obſerving Coulouſe forrowlul, ſhe burſt out 
into laughter. I believe, fays the, you heartily repent 
of your conduct. I will forgive you this time, on con- 
dition you will do ſo no more, and will tell me who you 
are. As he deſired nothing more than a reconciliation 
with the lady, he made no ſcruple to tell that his name 
was Coulouſe, and that he was the king's favourite. 
Sir, then, faid ſhe, I have often heard you well ſpoken 
of, have ſometimes defired to fee you, and am pleated 
to enjoy that pleaſure at preſeat. Then turning herſelf 
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to the ladies, faid, Let us go on with our dancing and 
muſic, to entertain our gueſt. They danced till night, 
when an infinite nuinber of tapers were lighted. While 
ſupper was preparing, the voung lady and the ſon of 
Abdallah converſed together. She aſk'd many queſtions 
about Mingehan the king; and if he had any fine 
women in his feraglio. Madam, replies the fon of 
AbFillah, he has women of no ordinary beauty. There 
is one of them he loves at preſent called Ghulendam, 
whom I ſhould think the moſt beautiful creature in the 
world, if I had never ſeen you; but your charms 1 
confeſs are far ſuperior. This compliment pleaſed Di- 
lara, for that was her name. She was the daughter of 
Boyruc, a Keraite grandee, whom the king had ſent to 
Sæmarcande to compliment Uſbcc-Carn, on his coming 
ro the crown of Tartary. 


NoTrixnG could have pleaſed her more than Con 
hufe's telling her that the was more beautiful than 
king's miltreſs. This fed her vanity, and railed 
good humour at the lame time. She faid a thouſa 
ſinart things at ſupper, which heighten'd his paſſion. 
He in return made a number of pleaſant fallies of wit 
and humour. But the time for his departure drawing 
near, he proſtrated himſelf before het; ſhould I, added 
he, ſtay here an hundred years, I ſhould never think 
it a moment in yuur converſation ; but begone I muſt. 
To-morrow, if you will permit me, I thall come again. 
She conſented, telling hin: if he would come to the gate 
of the moſque, where he was that day, he thould be 
again conducted to her. This faid, ſhe ordered her 
favourite ſlave to bring a purſe to her, which was wrought 
with filk and gold thread, of her own work, in which 
were jewels of conſiderable value. Of this, the made 
| 2 preſent 
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a preſent to Caulouſe. He accepted of it, paid his 
obeyſance, and went his way. In the court he met 
the old woman, who opened the ſtreet gate, and ſhewed 


bim the road to the palace. 


As ſoon as he came into the palace, he retired to his 
own apartment, and went to bed. He had but little 
ſleep, and rifing early in the morning went to the king, 
who was in great pain about him. Well Coutouſe, 
fays his majeſty, What became of you yeſterday ? Where 
did you hide yourſelf? Great fir, ſays the favourite, 
your najefty ſhall know my adventure, and I am per- 
ſuaded you will not be ſurpriſed ; but pardon my ab- 
ſence. Now ke related all that had happened to him. 
Is it poſtible that this young lady ſhould be fo charming! 
ſays Mirgeban ? Sir, ſays the ſon of Abdallah, no 
words can tell her perfeQtions, nor painter expreſs her 
beauty. This is too much, ſays the king. I am re- 
folved to ſee the lady, and will accompany you in the 
evening. How is it poſſible, ſays Coulouſe, for me to 
introduce you to the fight of her. I will diſguiſe my- 
ſelf, ſays the king, and pafs for-your flave ; and will lie 
concealed in ſome obſcure place, where I ſhall be able 
to ſee every thing. The fon of Abdallah, fearful of 
diſobliging his majeſty, took him in the habit of a ſlave, 
and about twilight they placed themſelves near the gate 
of the moſque. They had not ſtood long before the 
old woran came, who faid to Caulauſe, Where was 
the neceſſity of bringing this ſlave with you? ſend him 
back again. 


COULOUSE, ſeeing the king much mortified, 
replied to the old woman, My good mother, ſhall I 1 
intreat you to let this ſlave follow us. He has wit, 
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many diverting qualities, makes verſes off hand, and 
ſings to admiration. Your lady will not be diſpleaſed 
to fee him. The old woman conſented, and they went 


all three together; Coulouſe diſguiſed as before under 


the habit of a woman, and Mirgehan in the habit of a 
flaye. When they had come thro' the court, and en- 
tered into the hall, they beheld it illuminated with a 
vaſt number of wax-tapers, which afforded light and 
odours at the fame inſtant. Dilara, demanded of the 
ſon of Abdallah, the cauſe of his bringing the flave 
with him. Madam, fays he, I brought him for your 
diverſion. He is a mimick, a poet, and a muſician. 
Since it is fo, fays ſhe, he is welcome; and harkye 
friend, adds ſhe, addrefling herſelf to the king, Behave 
yourlelf with modeſty, and fail not in your reſpeQts, 
teſt you repent it. The king ſeeing himſelf under 
the neceſſity of playing the part of a buffoon, acquit- 
ted himſelf fo handſomely, that the lady faid to Cou- 
Hauſe, really, fir, you have brought us a witty youth. 
There. is ſomething gallant and noble in his manners. 
He ſhall be cup-bearer this night. I like him. Since 
he has, replies the favourite, the good fortune to pleaſe 
you, he is no longer mine. Take him, madam, your- 
ſelf. Catalpan, fays he, to the king, there ftands 
your miſtreſs. The king came up to the lady, and 
killing her hand, faid, I am now your flave, and will 
ſerve you with zeal. 


Sue accepted Mirgehan, and faid to Coulouſe, This 
young fellow belongs henceforth to me ; but permit 
me to leave him in your hands. He ſhall reſide with 
you, and come with you as often as you come. I can- 
not keep him here, becauſe he is known to be your 
flave. After they had talked together for ſome time, 
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« Coulouſe and D:/ara fat down to ſupper, and the king 
was in waiting. As he went on to civert the lady with 
many plealant lay ings and ridiculous aclions; Sir, ſays 
} Dilara, give the youth leave to eat and drink with us. 

Macam, lays Coulouſe, he is not uſed to fit at table. 
Be not fo ſevere, ſays the lady, let him drink with us, 
that he may love us the better. Set yourſelf at the 
table, Catalpan, ſays the ſon of Abdallab. The king 
ſtay ed not to be aſked twice, but placed himſelf between 
Coulovje and the daughter of Boyruc. He eat, and 
when wine was brought, the lady filled him a bumper, 
and faid, drin!: this to my health. Dilara encouraged 
the jollity of. her viſitors, and taking up a golden cup 
filled to the brim, addreſſed herſelf to the ton of A- 
dallab, ſaying, To your beſt inclinations, the charming 
Ghulen:iiam, the king's favourite. He, bluſhing, re- 
plied, heaven forbid! I ſhouid ever have the affurance 
| to aſpire to the miſtreſs of my piince !—Ho, fays Dilara 
| ſmiling, you affect to be dilcreet. Did you not tell me 
| yeſterday of Ghulendam, and confeſs her charms. 
Madam, fays he, dreading the conſequence, rally me 
no longer on this occaſion, I never had any converſation 
with that lady in private. Dilara proceeded ; Catalan, 
| Bid thy maſter put more confidence in us. Come, fir, 
| fays the king, oblige the lady. And tho I pretend to 
keep a ſecret as well as any man, I afſure you this gen- 
| tleman has always concealed his love for this favourite 


| lady from me. 


5 
COULQOUSE was mightily affected with what 
Mirgehan ſaid, and plainly perceived, that what Di- 
lara deſigned as a piece of raillery, had made ill im- 
preſſions upon his mind. In the mean time they all 
. continued to drink, till the king, inſenſibly warmed, 
*» 8 faid 


SIS Pew apch 


R ht 
2 


Fran T ALES. 99 


faid to the lady with great familiarity ; I beſeech you to 
ing me a ſong ; I hear that you ſing charmingly. She 
burſt into laughter, and faid with all my heart. Then 
calling for her lute, which was ready tuned, played 
an excellent air in the Trac meaſure, which ſhe accom- 
panied with her voice ; afterwards taking the tabor in 
hand, ſhe ſung an air in the Bouſelic meaſure. 


Tur king, who never heard ſuch muſic and ſinging 
before, being all in raptures, forgot to act the .part of 
a ſlave any .longer, and faid, Madam, I am enchanted 
with you; notwithſtanding the wonders which Coulouſe 
told me of you, he came far ſhort of your character. 
Here the ſon of Abdallab made ſigns to him, but to ne 
purpoſe. No, adds the prince, Iſaac Mouſeli, my mu- 
ſician, whole voice and judgment are ſo much applauded, 
fings not half ſo well. Dilara, from theſe words obſerving 
it was the king whom ſhe had taken for a ſlave, whiſ- 
pered her women; I am ruined: then ran for a veil to 
cover her face, and came back to Mirgehan, and ſtood 
before him. Pray, Madam, faid he, be ſeated; it is 
rather my my to ſtand. Am I not your ſlave? 


DILARA hereupon began to weep. Ah! great 
monarch, ſays the, I humbly unplore you to have 
compaſſion upon me. I am young, and void of ex- 
perience ; vouchfafe, I beſeech your majeſty, to par- 
don me. Fear nothing, ſays the king, but tell me 
who you are. She fatisfied his curioſity, and he re- 
turned to his palace. 


F 2 | CovLrorse 


Co OULOUSE baniſhed from the Court of 
Cabal Can. 


1M IRGE HAN, from this day ſuſpecting that there 

was love between his favourite miſtreſs and the 
ſon of Abdallah, by what Dilara had ſaid by way of 
raillery, would give ear to nothing but his jealouſy. 
For this reaſon, without examining into the truth of 
his conjectures, he the next morning forbid Coulouſe to 
appear before him, and order'd him to be informed, 
that his will was, he ſhould that very day depart from 


Caracorum. 


Tus favourite, knowing his innocence, did not doubt 
but to make it appear, it he could gain audience of his 
majeſty. He obeyed the Order of the king, and join- 
ing in with a large caravan, which was going to 
Tartary, he arrived at Samarcande, well knowing how 
to bear adverſity. As he conſidered the accidents of 
this life, as things inevitable, nothing was able to thake 
the forticude of his mind. 


He lived at Samarcande, perfectly reſigned to every 
fortune that might attend his life. He eat and drank 
well, and partook of diverſions as long as his money 
laſted. When that failed, he went and placed himſelf 

at the corner of a moſque. The prieſts talked with 
hum, and finding he was an intelligent perſon, ordered 
him a regular ſubſiſtance; upon which he lived very 
comfortably, and contented. However, it one day came 
to paſs, that a conſiderable merchant called Mouzaffer, 
came to prayers at this moſque. He looked hard at 

| Cou- 
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Coulouſe, and at length calling him, ſaid, Young man, 
who are you? What has brought you hither ? Sir, ſaid 
he, I was of a good family in Damas, and had a mind 
to travel. I cane into Tartary,and within a few leagues 


of Samarcande, fell among robbers, who killed my ſer- 
vants, and took away all I had. 


Be comforted, fays Mouzaffer ; there are always ſome 
ſweets mixed with the bitter. You, perhaps, may find 
ſomething here, which may turn out to your advantage, 
and contribute to your peace of mind. Riſe and follow 
me. He did as he was order'd, and enter'd with him 
into his houſe, where he ſaw a vaſt magazine of valuable 
ſtuffs, rich furniture, and a number of ſervants. The 
merchant- made him fit down with him at the table, 
order'd him ſome ſherbet, jellies, and the moſt nouriſh- 
ing meat. Dinner over, they talked together a conſi- 
derable Time. Then Mauzaffer ſent him away with 
large preſents. 


On the following day the merchaſit came to the ſame 
moſque, brought him to his houſe again, and entertain- 
ed him as before. There was now there a doctor called 
Daniſchemend, who, after they had dined, took Coulouſe 
aſide, and faid to him, Young ſtranger ! the merchant 
of this houſe has buſineſs of importance for you, which 
requires ſpeedy execution, and will be very ſerviceable 
to you in your preſent ſituation. He has an only child 
who is called Taber ; a young man of a hot and paſ- 
ſionate temper. He lately married the daughter of a 
foreign lord, and in a paſſionate fit, uſed her ill. She 

having ſoine ſpirit alſo, anſwer'd his anger with words of 
© contempt. 


TABE R, provoked at this her inſolence, put her 
8 F3- away; 


. ˙ 1 . 4 


—_ —_ 


' Hulla ſhould paſs the night with her ia the dark, as 
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away; but now repents of it. She is beautiful, and he 
loves her ; but our laws do not permit him to take her 
again, unleſs ſhe is married to another, and by this 
ſecond huſband divorced. For this reaſon, Mouzaffer 
withes you would marry her this day, paſs the night 
with her, and put her away in the morning. He will 
make you a preſent of fifty ſequins of gold. Will you 
oblige your friend by coming into this ſcheme ? Will I 
nat, replies Caulouſe. Am I not diſpoſed to do any rea- 
ſonable ſervice to my benefaQtor ? He made me welcome, 
and beſides I do not find any averſion in my nature to 
the propoſal. I believe, fays the doQtor, there are 
hundreds in this city, who would think themſelves very 
happy to be choſen Hullas on this occaſion. Taber's 
wife is tall and firait ; her eye-brows finely arched, and 
from her. eyes fatal darts are communicated to all thoſe 
who look at them; the ſnow is not whiter than her ſkin, 
and her cheeks and lips are like role-buds. There is no 
want of Hullas, continues Daniſchemend here; but he 
muſt be a ſtranger, becauſe theſe things ſhould be kept 
as ſecret as poſſible. For this reaſon Moura fer has fixed 
upon you. Tam Nayb, and conſequently inveſted with 
a power of marrying you to this charming lady; ant 
this very moment, if you have a mind, you ſhall poſſeſs 
her. You may imagine, ſays the fon of Abdallah, that 
I already with I had eſpouſed her. Yes, Sir, fays the 
Nayb, I doubt it not; but you mult put her away to- 
morrow morning, and depart from Samarcande with 
the reward. I will not continue here long, anſwers 
Conlouſe, and I ſwear I will divorce the lady whom you 
oblige me to marry. Mouzaffer immediately calls for 


his fon Taber, and the reſt of his family, and the Nayb 


inſtantly married them without ſuffering the bridegroom 
to ſee the bride. It was likewiſe determined, that the 


he 
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he might be more willing to put her away in the morn- 
ing. 


N1GxT coming on, Ceulouſe was brought into the 
bridal chamber, and there left in the dark with the lady, 
who was laid in a bed of gold brocade. He faſtened 
the door, put off his cloaths, felt about for the bed, and 
finding it, lay down by his wife. When ſhe found her- 
ſelf going to be given up to a man whom ſhe had never 
ſeen, ſhe formed in her mind a frightſul image, well 
knowing that the Hullas were uſually choſen out of the 
pooreſt wretches that chance and neceſſity preſent. 
Coulouſe was equally uneaſy, and ſaid, madam, How 
favourable ſoever this night may be to me, my joys are 
like to prove imperfect. I have formed to myſelf ſuch 
a quinteſſence of beauty, and fo earneſtly defire to fee 
it, that I know not whether it be not as great a torture 
to poſſeſs you without beholding you, as it would be 
to ſee you without the hopes of ever poſſeſſing you. 
However, I am obliged upon oath to yield you up 
again to-morrow. Alas! madam, as my happineſs is 


thus fleeting, it ought to have been compleat in every 
other reſpect. 


He [hid no more, waiting for the lady's anſwer : but 
how was he ſurprized, when inſtead of that, ſhe cried 
out, O you ! whom Taber has choſen to be the in- 
ſtrument of our former union, tell me who you are ? 
Methinks I know the ſound of your voice. Cæulouſe 
ſtartled at theſe words, rejoins, inform me then of your 
family. I imagine I hear a Keraite lady, whom 1 
thould know. Gracious heaven! adds he, correQing 
himſelf, can you be? — No —”Tis impoſſible that you 
ſhould be the daughter of Boyruc. Oh! Coulzuſe, the 
lady replies, is it you that ſpeak to me? It is I, my 

F 4 queen, 
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queen, ſaid ke, who cannot believe that he hears Diluraæ. 
Be aſſured, fir, I am that unhappy Dilara who enter- 
tained you and king Mirgehar, and by my imprudence 
cauſed your baniihment from his court. I am the per- 
on you ſhould regard as your greateſt enemy. Ceaſe 
madam, ſays the fon of Abdallah, accuſe not yourſelf. 
It was the decree of heaven that ſo ordered it, and 1 
thank my ſtars, which by that accident have led me to 
happineſs. But, my faireſt Dilara, How came you to 
be the wife of Taber ? 


Mr father, fays ſhe, during his embaſſy at Samar- 
ande, lodged with Mcuzaffer. They two made up the 
match, and when my father returned, he ſent me from 
Caracorum to Samarcande with a large retinue. I 
obeyed, tho pre-engaged to you. I confeſs, my dear 
Coloufe, I loved you, tho' I concealed my paſſion, and 
your diſgrace has coſt me many tears. My marriage 
with Taber could not baniſh you from my remembrance. 
His being in nature a brute, and difagreeable in perſon, 
fixed you deeper in my heart. I ever deſpaired of 
ſeeing you again: but my happineſs ſurpaſſes my ex- 
pectation, ſince inſtead of a huſband impoſed upon me, 
I meet a lover. Coulouſe tranſported with joy and love 
at the ſame time, cries out, Is it you then I am hired 
to marry? Oh ! princeſs, if my diſgrace has coſt you 
ſome tears, join with me to improve the prefent moment; 
let us turn all to joy and extaſy. The whole night was 
ſpent in repeating to each other their mutual happineſs 
on this unex meeting : bat even now, when their 
ſouls overflowed in the molt paſſionate expreſſions, one 
of Mouzaffer's ſlaves, knocked hard at the door, crying 
aloud, Come, come, ſeigneur ulla, be pleaſed to rite. 
It is broad day. Coulouſe made no reply, tho' all the 
tender tranſports of his foul ſunk into ſadneſs. My 
queen. 
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queen, ſays he, what is it we hear ? Mult we fo ſoon 
be torn aſunder ? Conſider, madam, notwithſtanding 
the marriage ties, I have {worn to put you off this very 
inſtant. And can you, interrupts the lady, think of 
keeping that fatal oath! Would you not pay the price 
of one perjury for Dilara. Ah! Coulouſe, you love 
me not, adds ſhe, weeping, Your promiſe is injurious 
to love and reaſon, weigh it in the ſcale againſt the 
poſſeſſion of your favourite object. Suppoſe I ſhould 
violate my honour, replied I; can you think that a 
ſtranger, deſtitute of friends and money, can oppoſe the 
power of Vouzaffer. Deſpiſe his menaces, ſays Dilara, 
the laws are on your fide. A man of reſolution will 
render all his efforts vain. Say no more, cries the ſon 
of Abdallah. 


In the mean time Taber himſelf knocked' at the 
chamber door; Hulla, ſays he, put on your cloaths as 
faſt as poſſible ; the deputy of the Cady will be here in 
an inſtant. He roſe in a moment, dreſſed himſelf and 
opened the door to Taber,. who ordered him to be car- 
ried to the bath, by a Greek ſſave, who handed to him 
fine linen, and a handſome robe, and led him into a 
hall, where he ſaw Mouzaffer, his fon, and Daniſche- 
mend. They made him fit down, and among other 
diſkes, they had ſoups made of the juice of mutton. 
This over, Dani/chemond took Coulouſe apart, paid bim 
the ſequins of gold, and preſented him with a rich tur- 
ban, ſaying, ſee what Mouzaffer gives you. He alſo 
tends his thanks for your ſervice, and deſires you would 
this day put away your wife, and leave Samarcande. 
If any one aſks you, © Haſt thou ſeen the Camel. 
®* Anſwer, no. To this the ſon of Abdallah replied, 

; F 5 throwing 
® A manner of ſpeaking among the eaſtern people, when they 
would ſay, Keep the ſecret, 
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throwing down the turban ang the ſequins, I thought 
Juſtice, probity, and religion flourithed in Samarcande, 
eſpecially, ſince the crown of T, artary deſcended to 
Uſec-Can ; but 1 am either deceived, or tke king is 
not truly infarged, that it is the practice to abuſe 
ſtrangers, in the very tity where he refides. Let him 
judge of my cafe,; h come l ither; a merchant invites 
me to dinner; engages me to mairy a lady, according 
to the laws; I enter into the engagement, and after ! 
ſolemnly made her my wife, I am required to put her 
away. Ccaſe, ſeigneur Nayb, importuning me to act 
undeconming a man of honour. I ſhall cover my head 
with duit, and proftrate myſelf at the ſcet of Uſbec-Can, 
to 3:2glore his determination in this affair. 


Tur Ceputy of the Cady took the merchant aſide, 
and faid, you adviſed to iake uſe of this ſtranger for a 
Hula; you could not have pitched upon a more unht 
perſon. He refuſes to part with kis wife; but I per- 
ceive the man is neceſſtous. Otter hum a larger gra- 
tuity. Coulcuje over-hearing replied, No, no, feigneur 
Mouzefjer,, ſnould you offer me ten thouſand fequias, 
and the richeſt ftuffs in your warehouſe, I will not break 
the ſolemn contract I have made. Neither your money, 
nor menaces have the leaſt effect upon me. You can 
never oblige me to part with a lady, who, by the laws 
of your land, is my property. I hear enough, ſays the 
paſſionate Taber ; let us tzke this wretch before the 
Cady ; we ſhall ſoon ſee whether it will be allowed to 
abuſe perſons of credit with falſe promiſes. They now 
offered him a greater reward; but finding their attempts 
ineffectual, took him before the Cady. The Cady in- 
ſtantly fixing his eyes upon Coulouſe, ſaid, Young 


ſtranger, whom no body knows, who were reduced to 
kre in a moſque upon the charity of the prieſts, are 
you 
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you ſo void of reaſon az to think you ſhall poſſeſs in 
quiet a lady, who was the wife of Taber You are not 
able to furnith an expence that is proper for a family of 
credit. Quit, therefore, thoſe vain hopes ; accept the 
merchant's olters, put away your wife, and return irom 
whence you came ; or prepare this inſtaat to receive a 
hundred baſtinadoes. 


Fix in his reſolves, Coulouſe received the punich- 
ment, with an air of unconcern. After which, ſays the 
Cady, Let that ſuffice for the preſent, to-morrow we 
will double the doſe. Let him pals this night with his 
wite ; whereupon Coulouſe returned home with Mon- 
Saffer and his ſon, who though much bruiſed, thought 
his ſufferings very much alleviated by the liberty 
Eranted him to fee Dilura again. The father now 
made the Zulla an offer of zoo ſequins of gold, it be 
would immediately repudiate the daughter of Fayrac; 
and while he was trying every artifice to win him, Taber 
entered the lady's apartment. 


Sur trenbled at the ſight of him, imagining that ke 
came to bring her bad tidings. Her cheeks turned pale, 
and it was with ſome difficulty the was able to ſupport 
herſelf from fainting away. Taber deluded by theſe 
ſymptoms, took it for granted, that ſomebody had pre- 
viouſly informed her of the fon of Abdellab's refuſing 
to put her away, and vainly imagined that was the cauſe. 
of her diſorder. Madam, ſays he to her, grieve no 
more ; the wretch, whom I choſe for my Hulla, will 
not reſign you to my embraces. He has received, on 
this account, one hundred baſtinadoes, which, if he 
perſiſts in his obſtinacy, are to be doubled to-morrow. 
Be comforted then, my ſultaneſs, you have but this one 
night more to be by him tormented. Yes, Sir, replies 


Dilara ; 
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Dilara ; I confeſs the Hulla is the occaſion of my 
miſery. The happineſs of my life depends upon him; 
and I greatly fear this affair will be the occaſion of my 
miſery. Pardon me, my queen, replies he, baniſh your 
fears. Sooth yourſelf with the hopes that to-morrow 
our union will be re-eſtabliſhed. This faid, he left the 
lady's apartment, and fon after Coutouſe enter d. 


Hen grief was now turned to joy; Oh!, my deareſt 
huſband, faid the, come and receive the reward of your 
conſtancy. The cruelties you have ſuffer'd diſtract me; 
but much more do the freſh torments with which vou 
are threaten d. Madam, replies the ſon of Abdallah, 
you ſhall fee, that all the future puniſhments, which ars 
in their power to inflict upon me, ſhall never have the 
power to ſhake my conſtancy. What the will of fate 
has decrecd to be my lot, is far beyond my compre- 
henſion. Whether I am to live cs to die for you, I. 
will not take upon me to fay ; but of this I am certain; 
it hall never be recorded in the book of heaven, that 
I ſhall repudiate you. No, favs Dilara, heaven has 
not joined us in ſo miraculous a manner, that we thould 
de ſo ſoon parted. Did you let the Cady know, adds 
the, that you was once the favourite of the king of 
the Keraite: ? No, replies the fon. of 4%dallab, he 
would not hear me; but declared, I ſhould never keep 
poſſeſſion of you, becauſe I have net riches ſufficient 
to ſupport you. Since this is the caſe, favs the, fail 
not to tell the Cady to-morrow, when you are carried 
before him, that you are the ſon of Maſſaoud,' a mer- 
chant of Cogende, who is vaſtly rich. Add likewiſe, 
that you thalb ſoon receive ſuch ſums from him, as will 
convince the whole world, that you advance nothing 
but the-tructh. a | 

Y. 
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By this expedient they both. hoped to oblige the 
Cady to let them quietly continue together for ſome 
time. They paſſed the remaining part of the day, and 
the whole night, like two lovers who want nothing co 
compleat their joy till after ſun- tiſing; When the othcers 
of the Cady and Taber came to the chamber door, and 
knocking rudely, cried out, ſeigneur Hut, Rite tn- 
mediately, and come before the judge. At theſe words 
he figh'd, and Dilara began to weep, laying, Un- 
happy Coulcuſe, what a price doſt thou pay for thy 
wife? My princeſs, anſwers he, ceaſe your fears, they 
afflict my very ſoul. Let us not calt ourſelves down to 
deſpair ; but rather re-animate aur hopes, and expect 
the belt from heaven. 


He now opened the door, and accompanied the 
officers to the Cady, who ſaid to him, Are you not 
wiler than vou were yeſterday ? Or. will it be proper to 
ply you with freſh baſtinadoes. My lord and maſter, 
replies Coulouſe, long may you hve ; but know, fir, I 
am not a beggar. And ſince I find there is an abſolute 
neceſſity to make myſelf knewn, I muſt inform you, 
that my name is Vuc nedalin, the ſon and heir of a mer- 
chant of Cogende, who is called Maſſaoud. My father 
is as rich as Mouzaffer ; and if he knew my neceſſities, 
and the masriage in which I am engaged, he would: 
fend me numerous camels loaden with gold, and all the 
women of Samarcande would envy the good fortune 
of the lady, whom I have taken to wife. What! 
muſt I, becauſe I fell among thieves near. this city, was- 
ſtripped of every thing, and forced to retire into a 
moſque for ſubſiſtance; Muft I be uſed in this manner, 
and treated like a vagrant, or a thief ? I will ſoon let 
you know, that I can maintain a wife of. any quality, in- 
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as much granieur as Taber. I will write to my father, 
he will make me vaſt remittances in this city. 


Tus injuſtice, which the Cady had done to Coulzuſe, 
began to reverberate upon his own conſcience : Was it 
by this accident you came to be in diſtreſs? Even fo? 
replies the ſon of Abdallah. You may fee, fir, I am 
not a wretch nurſed up in poverty. Why did you not 
tell me this yeſterday, ſays the judge? adding, ſeigneur 
Mouzafer, what the alla informs us, makes a vaſt 
difference in the cauſe before us. Our laws will not 
conſtrain him to put away his wife. Alas! ſays Mou- 
Safer, Do you, fir, give any credit to this impoſtor ? 
He ſays this, to Ireen kintel7 from farther punithinent, 
and to gain tinte. That is anaiar, anſwers the Cady, 
which is beyond my determination. All. I can do tor 
you, is to oblige the Hulla to prove the truth of what 
he has advanced. Taber faid, we defire no more. We 
know Maſſacud is a very rich merchant, if the Hulla is 
his fon, we will give him up Dilara; but it is reaſonable 
they ſhould be kept aſunder, till the meſſenger returns 
from Cagende, which will not take up above fifteen days, 
That is contrary to all cuſtom and order, replies the 


judge. The wife. ought to ſtay with her huſband. But 


then, I ſwear by the black ſtone of the ſacred temple of 
Mecca, and by the holy grove of Medina, if he de- 
ceives us, the impoſtor ſhall finiſh his life by a cruel and 
ignominious death. 


MO UZ AF FE R and his ſon inſtantly diſpatched 
one of their domeſticks to Cogerde to know the truth of 


this affair, and Coulouſe went directly to his lady to relate 


to her what had paſſed before the Cady. She tranſ- 
ported with the news, ſaid, My deareſt huſband, all is 
well. Before the courier can arrive at Cogende, we will 
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make our eſcape, in the night to Focara, where we 
may live upon my fortune, and it will not be in the 
power of our enemies to moleſt us. This ſcheme was 
approved of by Coulou/e, but they found themſelves 
watched too narrowly in this houſe to put it into 
execution. They therefore judged it neceflary, in caſe 
M2uzaffer oppoſed it, to aſł leave of the Cady to change 
their lodgings. This concerted, the fon of 1bJu!lab 
went with all ſpeed to had out the merchant and his fon 
Taber, and told them he intended that very Cay to quit 
their houſe, and as the law gave him an abſolute autho- 
rity over his wife, he would carry her where he pleaſed. 
Taber on the other hand protefted that he would rot 
ſulfer her to go from under his root, 


Tu is diſpute brought them again before the judge 
who aſked Coulouſe why he would not ſtay with Mou. 
zaffer ? To this he replied, I have often heard Ma/- 
fſaoud, my father ſay, when we live with our enemies, 
we ſhould ſeparate ourſelves as ſoon as poſſible. My 
wife likewiſe deſites it as much as I. Ah! thou utterer 
of falſhood, replies Taber. She has afflicted herſelf 
ever ſi:ce ſhe was married to this wretch. And has 
the impudence to fay, That the will not ſtay in my 
houſe. Give your orders, and let Dilara be inftantly 
brought before you to anſwer for herſelf ; that you may 
ſee how the ſtands affected. It is agreed, ſays the 
Cad), and I pronounce, if the does not make good what 
the Hlulla has advanced, the thall this moment be re- 
pudiated. 


Tur Nayb ran and fetched Dilara before the Cady, 
who aſked her whether ſhe defired to leave Mowzaffer's 
houſe, adding, ſpeak, madam, declare the ſentiments of 


your heart. To which the anſwered, fir, The Whole 


ten- 
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tenderneſs of my foul. is towards my ſecond huſband, 
the fon of Maſſaoud ; and I humbly implore the ſeig- 
neur Cady,. that he will permit us to depart from Mou- 
zaffer's houſe. Very well, madam, fays the judge : 
then turning to Taber, added, You ſee, fir, the Hulla 
knows what he affirms. Ah ! traitreſs, ſays the firſt 


Huſband, is it poſſible you can. be thus far ſeduced 


fince yeſterday ? I an ſorry to hear it for your fake, 
replies the Cady, but my duty calls me to give them 
liberty to lodge where they pleaſe. Taber ſuſpecting 
their deſign, deſired the Cady to have them narrowly 


watched, which he promiſed ſhould be. done. with the. 


ſtricteſt care and. vigilance... 
In ſhort, they quitted Moauzafer's houſe that very 


day, and lodged ina public inn, where they wanted for- 


nothing. The lady had a conſiderable. dowry, and a 
great number of jewels. They accordingly purchaſed 
ſome ſlaves, and gave themſelves up to the enjoyments 
of life, as if Coulouſe had really been the ſon of Maſſaoud, 
and expected returns from Cogende.. 


Taz adventure of the Hulla, notwithſtanding the 
great care which was taken by Mouzaffer to keep it 
ſecret, ſoon became the topic of converſation in Samar- 
cande. Perſons of the higheſt rank came to viſit the 
two lovers. Amongſt the reſt came, one day, a man 
in a courtlike dreſs, who told them he was one of the 
king's officers, ſaying, he knew what had paſſed at the 
Cady's, and that he intereſted himſelf in their fortunes. 
They expreſſed their gratitude, by inviting him to their 
table. And to ſignify mote than common reſpect, Di- 
lara laid aſide her veil. The officer furprized with her 
beauty, cried out, Seigneur Hulla, I no longer wonder. 
at your fortitude of mind ! They fat down to dinner, 

where. 
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where there was ſerved up a variety of the moſt delicate 
meats, and wines of all kinds. Then perfumes were 
handed round. This done, the lady called for a tabor, 
upon which ſhe played, and ſung to an air in the Ur. 
meaſure. Then calling for a lute, ſhe tuned it herſelf, 
and play'd fo divinely, as charmed the king's ofhcer. 
Laſtly, ſhe took a guitar, and ſung a pathetic air in the 
meaſure called Nawa, which is always uſed to ſhew the 
lamentations of abſent lovers. This ſong, ſhe compoſed. 
at Caracorum, after the diſgrace of Coulouſe, and the 
ſoftneſs of the notes made ſo deep an impreſſion upon 
Coulouſe, that in a little time he melted into tears. 
The king's officer obſerving this, aſked him what was 
the cauſe of his forrow ? Alas! fir, anſwers the fon of 
Abdallah, what can it avail you to know, why my eyes 
run down with tears. I am born for affliction ! The 
officer not ſatisfied with this anſwer, ſaid, In the name 
of every thing that is ſacred, O young ftranger! I 
conjure you to tell me your adventures. It is not out 
of curioſity I preſs to hear them, but becauſe I find 
myſelf ſtrongly diſpoſed to ſerve you, and perhaps you 
will never have cauſe to repent of the confidence you 
place on me. Tell me who you are. Hide nothing 
from me. My hiſtory is too tedious, replies Coulouſe. 
No, no, fays the officer, omit not the ſinalleſt circum- 
itance. Then the fon of Abdallah ran thro' the whole 
of his adventures without reſerve. Nay, he confeſſed 
that he was not the ſon of Maſſzaud, but made uſe of 
that ftratagem to ſecure to himſelf the poſſeiſion of 
Dilara. But alas! continues he, this ſcheme is like 
to prove abortive. They have diſpatched a courier 
to Cogende, who will return in three days; ſo that the 
Cady, when he is informed of the truth, will puniſh me 
with death. That thought weighs down my foul with 
a Hiction! 

| COULOUSE. 
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COULOUSE mingled ſighs and tears with his 
diſcourſe, and Dilara's grief correſponded with that of 
her lover. The officer alſo, obſerving the ſyinpathy of 
their ſorrow, was moved with compaſſion. Would to 
heaven, faid he, I could prevent your coming-deſtiny ; 
but it ſeeins to me almoſt impoſſible. The Cady is a 
vigilant and inflexible magiſtrate. Place your conkdence 
in providence, who can ſet open priſons, and over-rule 
the decrees of man. Here he took his leave. 


Ir is very odd, fays Dilara, that a man, of his own 
accord, ſhould come, and offer his ſervices to a ſtranger ; 
that he ſhould defire to know your grievances, and pro- 
miſe you ſome relief, or at leaſt to uſe his utmoſt en- 
deavours in our behalf, and at laſt to take his leave 
abruptly, and turn us over to providence. Madam, fays 
Coulouſe, wrong not the gentleman, in your thoughts. 
He has the appearance of a man of honour. What 
could he do more than commiſerate our misfortune ? 
And whence can we expect ſuccour? The hand of 
heaven alone has power to deliver us from danger. 


S232 e- FEE A 4ST 


Cavlortsr and DILARA reinſtabed in 
their nal Grandeur. 


N the mean time this unfortunate pair employed the 

two remaining days in ſighs and lamentations. They 
_ attempted to corrupt the guards, but in vain. And 
now the fatal day was come. A day, as much dreaded 
by theſe two, a2 it was withed for by Mouzafer and 
his ſon. 
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Wurz day appeared, Couleuſe, ſull of grief and 
deſpair, ſaid to his wife in broken accents, adicu ! I go 
to. accompliſh my deitiny. As for you, live, and be 
ever happy ; but blot not out of your remembrance the 
man who has loved you with ſo much tenderneſs. 
Cruel and unkind, fays the, would you have me linger 
out my days in trouble and anxisty; no, no, I will ac- 
company vou to the laſt. Taber, the deteſtable Taber ! 
ſhall at once ſee the diſſolution of what he hates, and 
What he loves. Let us go to the place prepared for our 
execution. I reſolve to let the world fee, that I had 
rather die with you, than live with Taber. 


Tus ſon of Abdallah conjured her not to give him fo 
fatal a pledge of her affection. Dilara perſiſted in her 
obſtinacy to die with him. While they continued their 
reaſons on both fides, they heard a great noiſe at the 
outer gate, and immediately taw the Cady entering the 


gate, followed by ſeveral perſons, amongſt whom was 


Mouzaffer and his fon. Dilara at this fight fainted 
away, and while the was ſupported by ſoine flaves, who 
ſtepped in to her ailiftance ; Coulouſe ran forward to 
meet the Cady, who bowing to lim, fouling faid, fir, 
the meſſenger is come back from Cagende, with one of 
your father MafJaoud's ſervants. He has ſent you forty 
camels laden with ſtuffs, fine linen, and other merchan- 
dize. We no longer doubt of your being hi: fon, and 
intreat you to forget the rough treatment you have re- 
ceived from us. 


Waen the judge had dane ſpeaking, Porzner and 
his ſon came up and aſked his pardon. I give up to 
you, fays Tater, all my pretenſions to Dilara. Cau 


. fouſe knew not what to think of this, and thought it 
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was all mockery : when there came up to him a ſort of 
flave, who took him by the hand, and preſenting to him 
a letter, ſaid, your father and mother are both in good 
health, and impatient for your return. 


COULOUSE, not knowing what anſwer to make, 
reddened prodigiouſly ; then breaking it open, read as 
follows : 


* THaxxs be to heaven, and bleſſings poured down 
upon the great prophet, upon his houſhold, and 
upon his friends. 


Mv deareſt fon, I have taken no reft ſince you leſt 
me. The poiſon of your abſence, preys upon my 
* heart, and waſtes my life inſenſibly. By the meſſenger, 
* who came from Mouzaffer, I am informed of all that 
has befallen you; and immediately gave orders for 
* forty black camels, with large eyes, to be loaded 
« with merchandize of all kinds, under the conduct 
« of Giober, the captain of my carriages. Write in- 
äſtantly an account of your welfare, that our hearts 
* may be comforted with gladneſs, and our health re- 
« gained.” 


. 


Tre fon of Abdallah had ſcarce made an end of 
reading, hen he faw forty camels enter the court. 
Then the captain faid to him, My lord and maſter ! let 
the camels be unloaded, by your orders, and the goods 


be laid up in ſome great hall. What! in the name of 


wonder ! can all this mean, fays Coulouſe, alice ; I 
have heard many ſurprizing things, adds he, but this 
ſurpaſſes even admiration. In the mean time the captain 
accoſted him as if he bad known him long ago, ſaying, 
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the Cady and Mouzafer, take all theſe appearances for 
truth. Be it fo then, and tho' the whole is paſt my 
comprehenſion, fays the ton of Abdallah, let me make 


the beſt uſe of it. Heaven, perhaps, is pleaſed to work 
a miracle in my favour. 


He immediately ordered the bales to be carried into 
the hall, and the camels to be taken care of Now 
Giober, ſays he, tell me ſome news of our family. Are 
my friends and relations all well at Cogende ? All, ex- 


cepting your father, replies the captain, who thinks 


every hour a year, till you go thither, and take with you 
the lady you have eſpouſed. While Giober ſpoke theſe 
words, the Cady, Taber, and his father, took their leave, 
fully perſuaded that Coulouſe was the fon of Maſſaoud, 

and the judge diſmiſſed the guard. | 


Wurn they were all gone, Coulauſe thewed the letter 
to Dilara, who was juſt recover'd from her fit, and cried 
out, All- gracious heaven ! To you alone we owe this 
wonderful deliverance l To you, who have taken pity 
upon two lovers, whoſe hearts you firſt united! Madam, 
replies the ſon of Abdallah, our troubles are not come 
to an end. No, no, my apprehenſions are greater than 
ever. You have put me upon taking the name of a 
man, who muſt needs be in this city. We have now 
no watch, and nothing can obſtru& our flight, but the 
rumour of the arrival of theſe camels. Thus reaſon- 
ed Coulouſe, diſtracted between hope and fear, expecting 
Taber and the Cady to enter every moment. While he 
was in this perplexity, the king's officer, who had been 
with him two days before, came in. Seigneur Hulla, 
faid he, I come to congratulate your good fortune, and 
at the ſame time to reproach you. Viy did you 
tell me that you were not the ſon of Ma//aoud ? 4 
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dear fir, replies the ſon of 45dalla, I have told you 
the truth. I never ſaw Cogende, but am a native of 
Damas. Nevertheleſs, replies the officer, I ain told 
you have received forty camels laden with divers kinds 
of (tufis, and that Jafſacud writes to you as his ſon. 
The officer being truly informed of every particular 
circumſtance relating to this affair by Coulouſe, con- 
cluded, that ?fajaoud had a fon in Samarcande, and 
adviſed them to make their eſcape that very night; 
he then bid them adieu, withing them all manner of 


proſperity. 


Tre two lovers, now left alone, prepared for their 
flight in the be# manner they were able, and expected 
the night with impatience: But before it was dark, they 
were ſurprized with a great noiſe, and faw ſeveral horſe- 
guards enter the court of the inn. Struck with terror 
at this ſight, the ſon of Abdallah thought of nothing 
but death. His fears, nevertheleſs, were of ſhort dura- 
tion. They were the king's guards, and the captain, 
who commanded them, alighting from his horſe, went 
into the apartment where Couloauſe and Dilara were 
ſitting, with a packet in his hand. Having faluted them 
both with great reverence, he turned to the huſband, 
and faid, Sir, I come from the great Uſbeck-Can, who 
is defirous to fee the fon of Maſſaoud. He ſends you 
this robe of honour, that you may be in a fuitable dreſs 
to appear before him. The ſon of Abdallah would 
willingly have been excuſed ; but was obliged to obey 
the orders of his majeſty. He put on the robe of 
honour, and when they came down into the court, the 
captain directed him to a mule, faying, I will conduct 
you to the palace: Coulouſe went up to the mule, 
which was decorated with a faddle and bridle of gold 
ſet with diamonds ; when the page, kiſſing the ſtirrup, 
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held it to him. The Hulla fixed his foot in it, and 
lightly vaulting into the fadcle, went with the guards 
to the palace, and was conducted to the entrance-hall, 
where the prince uſed to give audience to ambaſſadors. 
Here the grand viſier took him by the hand, and led 
him to the king, who was ſeated on a throne of ivory, 
ſurrounded with all the nobles, and the grandees of 
Tartary. Coulouſe, dazled with the ſplendor of the 


throne, calt his looks downwards, and went to proſtrate 
hiniſelf before him. 


Tat king obſerving the dread he was ſtruck with, 
faid, Son of Maſſazud, I have heard of your extraor- 
dinary adventures, I defire you will relate them, and 
hide nothing from me. Caulouſe, knowing his voice, 
looked at the king, and found him to be the very per- 
fon, who cane to viſit him twice before, under the diſ- 
guiſe of an officer, and with whom he had intruſted all 
his ſecrets, fell with his face to the earth, and burſt into 
tears. The viſier inſtantly raifing him, ſaid, Fear not, 
approach the king, kiſs the hem of his garment. The 
fon of Abilallub drew near, and did fo; then ſtood up, 
bowing down his head. But Uſbec-Can ſuffer'd him 

not long to remain in this poſture. He came down 
from his throne, took him by the hand, and led him 
into his cloſet, and defired him never more to apprehend 
the changes of fortune. You ſhall live with Dilara in 
my court, and ſhall hold the fame dignity under me, as 
vou once enjoyed at Caracorum under king Mergehan. 
made you a viſit out of curiofity, and pleaſed with the 
conſidence you placed in me, I reſolved to fave your 
life. The forty camels, which you poſſeſs at preſent, 
cane out of my ftables. I gave orders to buy the ſtuffa, 
and Giober, who conducted them, is an eunuch, who 
very ſeldom goes out of the ſeraglio. The letter, which 


you 
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you received, was written by Debirkhafſe ; and leſt the 
courier, ſent by Mouzaffer, ſhould arrive and diſcover 
all, I yeſterday ſent one of my officers to meet him 
upon the road, and to deliver ſuch a meſſage to his 
maſter, as was ſuitable to my purpoſe. Coulouſe having 
heard this, proſtrated himſelf at the king's feet, returned 
thanks for his goodneſs, and vowed to have it in ever- 
laſting remembrance. He brought Dilara that very day 
to the palace, where Uſec-Can appointed them a magni- 
ficent apartment, with a handſome penſion, and order'd 
the hiſtory of their loves to be tranſmitted to poſterity 
by the ableſt writer in Samarcande. 


IC RDIITIO II YVENEL ALA TY LD 


The Hiſtory of Prince CALAF and the 
Princeſs of CHIN a. 


ISTORIANS of former ages make a very 

honourable mention of Calaf; they all agree, 
that in the comelineſs of his perſon, in his wit, and 
valour, he excelled all the princes of his age. His 
learning was great, and he was accurately inſtructed in 
the myſtical meaning of the Alcoran ; infomuch as he 
was diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of the Phenix of 
the eaſt. He was the ſoul of the councils of Timurtaſchy 
if at any time a war was neceſſary, he commanded the 
troops of the empire. His glorious triumphs and re- 


peated ſucceſs had obliged the neighbouring nations not 


to give him any diſquiet. 


Tu us ſtood the affairs of the Can his father, when 
an ainbaſſador from the ſultan of Carizme came to his 
court, and demanded a yearly tribute for the future 
from the Nogais Tartars, which, if refuſed, his maſter 
would 
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would enter his territoties with an army of two hundred 
thouſand mien, and deprive the Can of his crown and 
life. On this important event a council was aſſembled. 
in which Calaf allifted, who gained over the majority 
to his opinion, and the ambaſſador was diſiniſſed with 
a refuſal. 


HereveoN ambaſſadors were diſpatched to the adja- 
cent countries, to perſuade them to join with the Can 
againſt the ſultan of Carizme. All the neighbouring 
nations, and among others the Circaſtans, enter'd into 
an alliance with him, and promited to aſſiſt him with 
fifty thouſand forces. While the Vegas were making 
preparations to take the held, Carizme advanced to 
Fund; to which place, when Calaf had received all 
his ſuccours, he marched to meet him. But before he 
Teached thither, his courier brought him advice, that 
the enemy were in fight, and approaching to give him 
battle. Calaf immediately commanded his army to halt, 
and put them in order for the combat, which began 


armies ſounded a retreat, reſolving to, renew the fight 
the next morning. In the mean time, the general of 
the Circaſſrans, went to the ſultans tent, and there 
aſſured him upon oath, that if he would never exact 
any tribute from the people of Circaſſia, he would 
abandon the Nogais.s The treaty was concluded in the 
night, and the general returned to his tent. On the 
morrow, when the army was called to arms, the Cir- 


that morning, and laſted till night ; when both the | 


caſſians withdrew from their allies, and marched towards -—- 


their own country. 9 


AniMaTED by the treachery of the Circaſſian general, 
the Carizmians began the attack furiouſly, encompaſſed 
the Nogeis on every fide, and at length entirely de- 
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feated them. Prince Calaf betook himſelf to flight at 


"the head of ſome choſen {quadrons, and tho' cloſely 


purſued by fix thouſand horſe, made bis eſcape thro' by- 
roads to his father Timurtaſch, who was greatly afflict- 
ed at his ii tuccels Soon after an officer from the 
army brought them intelligence, that the ſultan of Ca- 
rizme v/25 advancing by ſpeedy marches, to put to death 
the whole faunily of the Can. Now he began to be 
iorry that he ever refuled the tribute: but, as the 
Arabian proverb fays, “ Repentance comes too late 
* when the city of Baſra lies in athes.” 


Tut time was now ſhort ; therefore the Can, the 
princeſs E/maze, his wife, and Calaf, taking the moſt 
valuable things out of their treaſury, left Afracan their 
capital city, accompanied by ſeveral officers of the court. 
They marched towards the greater Bulgaria, to ſeek 
for refuge; and having gained the aſcent of mount 
Caucaſus, fell in with a gang of robbers, to the 
number of four thouſand, who inhabited this mountain, 
Calaf with about four hundred troops attacked them, 
and killed inany ; but having loft moſt of his men in 
the engagement, he was left in the power of the banditti. 
Some of them ſeized upon the riches, while others put 
to death the whole retinue of the Can, ſparing only the 
life of this prince, his wife, and his ſon, whom they left 
aloft naked upon the mountain. 


TIMURTASCH ſeeing himſelf reduced to this 
extremity, meditated attempts upon his own life. The 
princeſs melted into tears. Calaf alone had fortitude of 
mind to ſupport the weight of this affliction. Oh ! my 
father, oh! my mother, ſaid he, fink not under your 
misfortunes. Let us hope that providence will com- 
paſſionate our ſufferings, and that better days will ſuc- 
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ceed after this ſtorm of adverſity. In the end his 
reaſon prevailed. I am ſatisfied, my ſon, ſays the Car ; 
let us reſign ourſelves to the will of heaven. The 
thieves having taken away their horfes, they travelled 
on toot for ſome time, and lived upon fruits, which 
they found in the vallies. Butin a few days they came 
into a deſart, which afforded nothing for ſubſiitance. 
Here the Car's ſpirits began to fail, and the princeſs 
was ſcarcely able to walk ; fo that Calaf, tho' greatly 
fatigued, bore them by turns upon his back. Weary, 
hungry, and thirſty, they came to a place full of dread- 
ful precipices ; at which the princeſs was ſo ſhocked, 
that ſhe cried out exceedingly. The Can alſo was 
abandoned to rage, and determined to caſt himfelf down 
headlong, to be freed from the tyranny of his fortune, 


ſaving, Any death is preferable to a life of pain and 
miſery. 


Au! my father, ſays Calaf, Why are you thus tranſ- 
ported to your ruin? Is this your boaſted reſignation 
to the will of heaven? Tho' we cannot paſs thro' theſe 
unfathomable depths to the plain; let it be my care to 
find out another way. Recolle&t yourſelf a while; 
ſnooth your ruffled thoughts. I ſhall ſoon return. G 


then, wy fon, replies the Can. Fear nothing from my 
deſpair. 


Tus young prince walked round the hill unable to 
find a paſſage. Deeply afflicted at this diſappointment, 
he fell to the earth, groaning out his forrow, and im- 
plored heaven for relief. Then making freth efforts to 
diſcover ſome pggh, he purſued a track which lay before 
him, and came to a tree which ſtood in the entrance to 
the plain, under which was a fountain of clear water. 
He allo diſcover d more trees loaded with large fruit. 

G 2 Over- 
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Overjoy d at the fight, he tan back to give notice of it 
to his aged father and mother, who were the better 

- Picaſed with the news, as they looked upon it to be a 
mark ot the unmediate favour of heaven, and believed 
their miſeries were now almolt at an end. Calaf led 
them to the fountain, where they all waſhed, and 
quenched their thirſt. Then they eat of the fruit that 
the young prince gathered, which they thought deli- 
cious, having faſted ſo long. Sir, ſaid Calaf to the 
Can, you thought that heaven had forſaken us. I 
implored aſſiſtance from above, and we are relieved. 
The ſupreme being is not deaf to thoſe who put their 
truſt in him. 


Tuev ſtayed here three days, then taking proviſion 
of fruits along with them, marched towards the plain. 
In a thort time they ſaw before them a city; night ap- = Lo 
proaching, they halted before the gate, becauſe they 
were unwilling to enter by day-light, being deititute of 
apparel. They had repoſed themſelves under the thade 
of a tree for ſome time, when an old man came and 
placed himſelf by them, of whom they demanded the 
name of the city. It is called Jaic, fays he, being the 
capital of the country, in which the river Jaic takes 
its riſe. The king /tenge Can keeps his court here. 
I find you are great ſtrangers. We are fo, anſwers the 
Can. The kingdom of.Carizme is our native foil, our 
abode is on the borders of le Caſpian ſea, and we 
exerciſe traffic. We ſet out with ſeveral other mer- 
chants for Capchac, but fell among thieves, who pillag- 
ed our caravan. They ſtripped us, as you may fee, but 
ſpared our lives, and we have travelled from mount 
Caucaſus, not knowing whither we were going. 


Tue old man was ſorry for their ſufferings, and 
offered 
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offered them his houſe. When it grew dark he brought 
them home with him. As we entered the door, he 
whiſpered one of his ſlaves, who ſoon returned with 
two merchants apprentices ; one with a large bundle of 
mens and womens cloaths, ready made ; the other with 
a great variety of veils, turbans, and ſaſhes. Prince 
Calaf and his father took each of them a caffetan of 
cloth, a veſt of brocade, and a turban of Indian linen; 
the princeſs the attire of a Woman. The hoſt paid the 
merchants, ſent them away, and called for ſupper. 'The 
table was immediately ſpread, and a ſide- board ſet with 
China ware, plates of ſantal-wood, and of aloes, with 
ſeveral cups of coral perfumed with ambergreaſe. An 
excellent Chourva, with two fide plates of ſpawn of 
ſturgeon, was firſt ſet on the table. The Can, his 
wife, and Calaf fat down with the hoſt, and eat of 
theſe diſhes, which were replaced by an antelope 
paſty; a large diſh of Pilau, in which was the fleſh 
of three heath fowls minced. The laſt ſervice was a 
diſh of Tziberica, the moſt delicate fiſh in the Volga; 
two plates of ſturgeon, and the leg of a mare broiled. 
After which, ye drank three large bottles of date 
brandy. 


Warwmep with the liquor the old man grew chearful, 
and ſtrove to inſpire his gueſts with mirth ; but finding 
his endeavours vain, he faid, Why ſhould you afflict 
yourlelves for the loſs of goods ? Is the accident which 
has happened to you extraordinary? Travellers and 
traders are daily liable to ſuch adventures. I myſelf 
have been robbed, and was thereby reduced to extreme 
poverty. Give me leave to tell you my ftory. Tis a 
token of confidence, I am willing you ſhould have from 
me, and it may perhaps be of ſome ſervice to you. I 
have ſuffered, who knows but it may enable you to 
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ſupport your own misfortunes. He then ordered his 
faves to retire, and began. 
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Au the ton of Biu-Ortoc, who was the late king of 

Meuſel. When I was twenty years old, mv father 
waz . eſirous for ine to take a wife. He brought to me 
ſeveral beautiful flaves, but I rejected them all with in- 
difference. They retired full of indignation, and my 
father was ſurprized at my inſenſibility. I told hin 
my averſion to matrimony proceeded from the great 
deſire I had to travel. I beg'd leave to go to Bagdad, 
and told him, I might probably think of a wife on my 
return. He conſented, and ordered me a magnificent 
equipage ; ſuffered me alſo to take out of his treaſury 
four camel loads of pieces of gold. 


Iser out for Bagdad with theſe riches, and a 
hundred men out of his own guards to eſcort me. We 
met with no accident for ſeveral days; but one night, 
while we all flept in a meadow, we were attacked by a 
band of Bedouin Arabians, who murdered part of my 
men before I was ſenſible of the danger. With the re- 
- maining ſoldiers and officers of my tather's houſhold, 1 
charged the Bedouins very briſkly, and flew above three 
hundred. When day-light appeared, the Brigands, en- 
raged at our reſiſtance, with this handful of men, re- 
doubled their efforts, and we were obliged to ſubmit to 
their ſuperior force. I hey took from us our arms and 
cloaths, and barbarouſly hewed down the men, whom 
they had left deſtitute of defence. My whole retinue 

pcrithed ; 
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periſhed ; and I was going to hare the faine fate, 
when | told them I was prince Fudallub, the fon oft 
the king of Mouſe/. Im very glad, replies the captain 
of the Bedouins, to know who you are. We hate your 
father; he has hanged ſeverai of our companions, now 
we ſhall make repritals upon you He orderd me 
firſt to be bound, ſeized my baggage, then carried me 
to his tent, where I was kept a Whole day. He after- 
wards tied me naked to a tree, to wear away by a 
lingec:ng death. 


Having long continued in this poſture, my laſt 
moments drew near, when a ſcout came to the captain, 
with advice of a good booty, ſix or ſeven leagues diſtant. 
They all mounted immediately, leaving me to expire. 
But heaven, that iruſtrates the deſigns of men, when 
they are not agreeable to his wiſdom, had determined to 
prolong my lite. The captain's wife came and releaſed' 
me in the night, and gave me an old caffatan of her 
huſband's to cover my nakedneſs. I thanked my de- 
liverer, and marched all night. In the morning I faw 
a man driving a horſe loaded with two packs. I aſked, 
whither he was going? He anſwer'd, to Bagdad. I 
never quitted him till I came to the entrance of the 
great city. When we parted, I retired to a moſque, 
where I Haid two days and nights. At length pinched 


with hunger, I reſolved to beg my bread, till I could 
find out ſoine better expedient. 


I y1n5T went to a great houſe, and aſked alas W 2 
loud voice, where an old ſhe-ſlave, with a loaf in her 
hand, came to inv relics; and the wind blowing aſide a 
curtain of the window, diſcover'd to me a young lady 
of a molt {urprizing dcauty; whoſe eyes flaſhed upon my 
leaſes like lightening. I received the bread, and know-- 
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ing not what I did, forgot to return the old Wotan 
thanks. I waited till night caine on, for a ſecond 
favourable breeze ; but to no purpoſe. Before I leſt 
the houſe, I aſked an old man, to whom it belonged. 
It is, fays he, the houſe of ſeigneur Mounffac, the fon 
of Aubanc. He is a man of honour, remarkably rich, 
and not long fince was governor of this city ; bur 
chancing to have a quarrel with the Cay, was by his 
means diſgraced. I went away into a field of burial 
to paſs the night in ſolitude. I eat iny loaf there, 
with no appetite, tho' naturally hungry; then laid wy- 
ſelf down near a ſepulchre, with a heap of bricks for 
my pillow. I flumber'd a little; but on a ſudden was 
ſurpriaed by a great noite from within. I ſtarted up 
to make my eſcape, when two men, at the entrance 
of the ſepulchre, feized me, demanding who I was, 
and what my buſineſs. I am, faid I, a beggar, who 
live upon charity, and deſtitute of lodging, came to 
| paſs the night here. They forced me into the ſepul- 
chre, preſſed me to fit down, and to eat and drink 
with them. I ſoon found, by their diſcourſe, that ! 
was got among robbers, who taking it for granted, that 
I ſhould be glad to lift into their gang, made me the 
propoſal. I knowing not what to anſwer, and much 
afraid to provoke them, was very happily diſengaged 
from this perplexity. The Cady's lieutenant, with thirty 
Aſa's well armed, enter d the place, ſeized the thie ve 
and me, and carried us to priſon, where we ſtaid that 
night. Next day the Cady himſelf came to examine 
us. The robbers confeſſed their crime, and bore 
teſtimony of my innocence. I was ſet apart, and the 
judge interrogated me in private. | anſwer'd. hun a 
thouſand queſtions with great fiacerity, but cid not 
diſcover my birth. I»told him, however, of my 
ſtanding under a window of Mouaffac's houſe, * 
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alms, and there accidentally faw a young lady who 
had charmed me. 


Taz Cady, I could plainly diſcover, was nettled on 
hearing the name of Movaffac ; and pauſing, faid, 
Young man, it will be your own fault, it you do not 
poſſeſs this lady. Tho thou wert the moſt abandoned 
of mankind, | engage to procure thee her perſon. 
Leave the affair to me, and make thy fortune. He 
immediately took me to the Hamman, and ſent for 
Mouaffac, as if on buſineſs of importance. On his en- 
trance the judge ſaluted him, and embraced him ſeveral 
times when he came into the houte. Heaven, ſays the 
Cady, will not ſuffer us to live in enmity any longer. 
The prince of Baſra came laſt night to Bagdad, and 
lodges in my houſe. He having heard of your daughter's 
beauty, came away unknown to his father, to demand 
her of you in marriage. I am amazed, fays Mouafac, 
that this prince thould think of honouring me by marr y- 
ing my daughter Zemroude ; and much more to, that 
he ſhould pitch upon you to be the meſſenger of this 
news. Say no more, ſays the judge, of what has 
paſſed. . | 


MOUAFFAC was naturally of a good and gentle 
diſpoſition, ſuffer'd himſelf to be impoſed upon by theſe 
falſe appearances ; and gave kimfſelf up to the treachery 
of the Cady. Upon my coming out of the Hamman, 
he gave. me a coſtly robe, with a turban of Indian 
muſlin fringed with gold; in which I enter d the room 
while they were embracing. Great prince, fays the 


Cady to me; bleſſings attend your footiteps ! how ſhall -_ 


my tongue expreſs the honour you have done me? 
Mouaffac conſents to give you his daughter. He like- 
wiſe. made me a-profound reverence, and faid, O! 
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fon of a great king, Iain confcunded with the Honour 
you deſign to do my daughter. judge all of you, how 
I muſt be aſtoniſhed at theſe ſpeeches. The Cay ob- 
ſet y ing my confuſion, faid, It would be more to your 
mutual ſatisfaction, if the contract of marriage was this 
inſtant performed before credibiz witneſſes. This ſaid, 
he drew up the contract, and order'd his Aga to go for 
proper vouchers. 


THrz contract was read, and ſigned by me, Mauaffac, 
2nd the witneſſes; the Cady having put the finithing 
hand to it, faid to Movafac, ſecrecy and diligence are 
requiſite. Here is your-ſon-in-law. Give orders for the 
confummation of the marriage. My father-in-law carri- 
ed me home with him, and led me into his daehgter's 
apartment, and left me. alone, after having told her 
what had paſſzd at the Cadys houte. Zimroude ima- 
gining me to te the prince of Bajra, received me as , 
a huſband, My vouth ao, ard the earneſtnets. of my 
love, made ſome iupreſſions upon her. I tedoubled 
my care ta pleaſe, and from time to time ] grew upon 
her inclina:'ons. fue was buſied in preparing a 
magnificent entertaitunent on the occaſion, and invited. 
a great number of his relations. The banquet was 
followed by muſic and dancing White. the company 
was thus engaged, I perceived the bride withdrew 
with her mother. Soon after the father led me to 
a chamber richly farniſhed, where, Zimraude was 
newly laid in a bed of gold brocade. They ſoon re- 
tired, and left me alone with her. I put off my 
cloaths, thanked heaven for my good fortune, and 
placed myf:!f in the fame bed, by her whom I loved 
beyond my life. 


EaaLy, in the morning I heard - knocking at the 
door: 
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| door of my chamber; I rote, opened the door, and whom 

ſhould J ſee, but the Cady's black Aga with a bundle, 
who thus accoſted me: You, fortune hunter, the Cady 
preſents his ſer vice, and deiires you will ſend him back 
the dreis which he lent you yeiterday to petſonate the 
prince of Bajra. Here, take your old tattered equi- 
page. I delivered his things, and put on my tattered 
calfetan. Ziriroude overheard part of this meſſage, 
and ſeeing my mean apparel, What did that fellow tay 
to vou? Madam, replied I, The Cady is a villain. He 
thinks he has married you to a wretch, when your 
huſband is a prince. I am ton. of the king of Meujel, 
and my name is Fadallab. \ She immediately ſeat for a 
princely robe, veſt, and turban, as rich as the other, 
and I was dreſſed in greater magnificence than before. 
But, fir, faid ſhe, tell no body who vou are, till I have 
punithed the Cady for his wicked intentions. Leave 

that to me.—Here is a dver in this city who has a moſt 
frightful daughter but no more. Let it ſatisfy vou to 
know, that I meditate a revenge, that ſhall mortify the 
Cady, and make him the laughing ſtock of the city. 


I 01D not croſs her inclinations. She drefed herſelf 
in plain, but neat apparel, covered her face with a thick 
veil, and aſked my leave to go abroad ; went directly 
to the Cady's, and itood in the corner of a hall, where 
he diſtributed juſtice to the people. He no ſooner faw 
her but was ſtruck with the ſtatelineſs of her preſence ; 
and ſent an officer io aſk who ſhe was. She anſwered, 
ſhe was the daughter of an artiſan, and defired to: 

| ſpeak with the Cady. He immediately ordered her 

into a cloſet, on one fide of the tribunal. He followed, 

and placing himſelf by her, was ſinitten with her beauty. 

You, fir, ſays ſhe, who do juſtice to the rich and poor 
alike, take pity of my wretched condition. Then 
; 2 
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taking her veil quite off, examine my features, added 
ſhe ; then raiſing herſelf from the ſofa, ſaid, Regard my 
ſhape and air, do you ſee the leaſt diſproportion in me. 
I am charmed, replies the judge. I have never ſeen any 


thing ſo compleat. 


I musT inform you then, fir, with all this pro- 
fuſion of beauty, I live ſhut up ia a houſe where no 
man, nor woman is permitted to enter. I have a 
number of courtiers, who are all turned away by my 
father's inhumanity. He tells one I am lame, another 
that I'm a fool, and a third that I am ugly and deform- 
ed; ſo that I ſtand condeinned to liue and die a maid. 
For this cauſe, fir, I have ſtolen out, and come to throw 
myſelf into your arins, and unplore your alſiſtance. 
Have compaiſion on me, or I mall pierce uy heart with 
my own dagger to put an end to my mitery. 


No, no, ſays the Cady, ceife thy ſighs and tears. 
This very day thou ſhalt be made the wite of the judge 
of Bagdad. Give me your conſent, and fear not your 
father's diſpleaſure. Where docs he dwell, and what is 
your name? His name, replies Zimroude, is Dulia Omar, 
he is a dyer, and lives at the paloi-tree, upon the eait 
key of the Dage/a. Enough, ſays the Cady, go home, 
you ſhall ſoon hear more. She then looking kindly upon. 
the judge, put on her veil, and came directly to me, 


tranſported with her ſucceGs. 


Tae magiſtrate ſoon diſpatched a meſſenger to the 
dyer, commanding him to appear before him. When 
he came, he was put into the fame cloſet, and placed 

the fame ſofa as Zimroude was ſeated upon. The 
man aſtoniſhed with the honour which was done 


ta him, and not mo" how to. bebave himſelf, 
Friend 
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Friend Omar, ſays the Cady, I am glad to fee you. 1 
have always heard a good character of you, and am in- 
formed you have a daughter ripe for marriage. Is it 
not true ? Great judge ! replies the dyer, I have a 
daughter turned of thirty ; but the poor creature is ex- 
tremely ugly, lame, and fooliſh. Away, fays the Cady, I 
knew beforehand, how you would ſet off your daughter; 
but in ſpight of all her defects I ai pailionat2!ly toad of 
her, and am reſolved to marry her. 


My lord, ſays Omar, I find you have a mind to. 
make a jeſt of my daughter and ine. No, indeed, fays 
the Cady, I demand her of you. At this the dyer 
burſt into a laughter, and ſaid, By our prophet ſhe is 
not fit for you. She is droplical—'I rue, interrupts the 
judge, the very ſame. Once inore rejoins the dyer, ſhe 
will not do. She goes by the name of Cay/ucarrad- 
dabri, and juſtly deierves the name. Say no more, fays 
the Cady. I tell you once for all, you ſhall beſtow 
her upon me. Ihe dyer ſceing him determined to 
eſpouſe his daughter, and that tome one had abulcd 
hun, ſaid, My lord, I will obey your commanis, if cu 
will comply with the terms. Betore I part with her, 
you ſhail pay me down a dowry of a thouſand ſequins 
of gold. Your demands run high, fays the Ci; but 
here they are for you. Icy were initantly counted 
out, and the dyer carried them off. Now che contract. 
was drawn up, which the artitan reſuſed to ſign, but in 
the preſence of a hundred witneſſes, all men of the 
law ; which was done accordingly. 


Tart Cady two years before had narricd the daughter 
of a merchant of Bagdad, who hearing of his prepara- 
tions for another marriage, rallied him fo ſeverely, that 
he could bear it no longer. Says the, Repudiate me, 

| return, 
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return my dowry, and vou ſhall fee me no more. I 
was in ſome pain how to get rid of you, favs the judge, 
and taking out of his coffer a purſe of five hundred 
ſequins of gold, put it into her hand, and ſaid, There 
woman, be gone, I divorce thee once; I divorce 
« thee twice; three times 1 divorce thee.” 'Thete 
words I give thee in writing, ſigned by the Ah and 
myſelf, to fatizfty thy parents as the laws require. 
She went away with the bill of divorce, and her. 
dowry. 


Wurx his firſt wife was gone, he ordered an a- 
partment to be magnificently furniſhed for the tecep- 
tion of the dyer's daughter. Every thing being in 
readineſs, and he waiting with impatience, a porter 
arrived, carrying a cheſt of deal, covered over with 
green taffeta. What haſt thou brought here, friend, 
fays the judge? My lord, replies the porter, ſettin the 
cheſt upon the floor, I bring vour bride. Take off 
the cover, and lcok at her. He did fo, and jaw a 
damſel three feet and a half high, defective in every 
limb and every feature. Mercitul heaven! fays he, 
is it poſſible to merry a monſter like this ? 

Tur dyer, well knowing the judge would be ex- 
tremely ſurpriſel, came in. 'Thou wretch,* fays the 
Cady to him, who doſt thou take me for? Jo trifle 
with me thus, ſhews the height of impudence. Trem- 
ble at my rage. Send me ſpeedily your other daugh- 
ter, whole beauty is beyond ail compariſon. My lord, 
fays Omar, give over your threats, I beſeech you; 
I ſwear by him who out of darknefs produced light, 
that I have no other daughter than this. I told you 
aver and over ſhe was not fit for your purpoſe ; but if 
you would not believe me, which is to blame? 


. 
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Tur Cady began to cool, and recollecting himfelf 
told the dyer what had happened to him in the mor n- 
ing. My lord, anſwers the artifan, that beautiful 
damfel muſt be an impottor ; ſome one without doubt 
owes you a {pight. At this the judge remained filent 
for ſome time, then faid, it is a punihment I deſer- 
ved. But no more of that. Rid the porter, I beſeech 
thee, carry thy daugliter hack again, and ket p the 
thouſand tequins, which J have given thee. My lord, 
ſays the ever, I hail comriy with veur regret, and 
take my daughter od your hands. 
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VER boly was picaſed willi the decent Which 

\ had been put upon the Cady. And A ad. 
viſed me, to make a viſit to the priace of the iaithſul, 
and to let him know mv name and h (tory. I went. 
accordingly, and told the Calif ev ery. circumſtance. 
He liſtened with attention, and blamed me for not 
making myſelf known to him before. He preſented 
me with a Calate, and a coſtly diamond, which he wore 
upon his finger. He treated me with excellent ſherbet, 
and when I came to my father-in lau's, I found fix 
large pieces of Per/ian brocade of gold and filver, wo. 
pieces of keinkha, and a fine Perjran hore, with rich: 
trappings. Moreover, he reinſtated Meuaffac in the 
government of Bagdad, and to puniſh the Cady for his 


intended impoſition, he condemned kim to perpetual. 
impriſon 
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impriſonment; and obliged him to live with Omar's 
daughter. 


I sexT a courier to Mouſel to acquaint the king my 
father of every thing that had befallen me ſince I left 
him. The meſſenger, on his return, informed me, 
that Bin-1r:oc, hearing of my falling into the hands 
of the Bedouin Arabians, and, imagining I was cut to 
pieces, died of grief, and that my couſin Amaadidin 
Zengui was in polſeſſion of the throne, who wanted to 
reſign to me the crown. I heſe tidings made me hatten 
my return to Mouſe/. I took leave of the Calif, who 
gave me three thouſand horſe to conduct me to my 


own dominions. 


I nap not performed one half of my journey, be- 
fore the van-guard of my eſcort faw a body of troops 
marching towards us, which came from Mouſel, with 
my couſin at the head of them. When we enter'd 
into the city, I was received with the acclamations of 


the people. 


I xE1GNEd over the moſt affectionate ſubjects, and 
loved Zemrou de more and more every day. Thus was 
my happineſs compleat, till a young Derwis became 
my principal favourite, whom 1 looked upon to be the 
moſt accomplith'd perſon I ever beheld. One day I 
took the diverſion of hunting, and ſeparating myſelf 
from the throng, the Derwis and I were alone, when 
he began to entertain me with his travels, told me of 
a great many curioſities he had ſeen, particularly of a 
ſecret with which an aged Brachman in the [ndies 
had intruſted him. And what may be the nature of 
this rare ſecret, ſays I, is it to make gold ? No, no, 
far, replies he, it is by far more curious. It is to re- 
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animate a dead body. To reſtore to a corpſe the ſame 
ſou! that is departed from it, is a miracle in the power 
of heaven alone. But I can make my foul enter into 
the body of any man or creature that is deprived of 
life. I wiſh, faid the king, you would periorin the 
experiment. hat inſtant a doe came bounding by, 
which his majeſty thot dead with an arrow, crying, 
Now, fir, try vour art. Your curioſity ſhall be fa- 
tisfied, ſays the Dervis. At theſe words his body fell 
breathleſs to the ground, and that of the doe reſimed 
its activity. Altho' I could not diſtruſt my own eyes, 
yet I took it for a deluſion, when the doe, after ma- 
king ſeveral bounds, came and fawned upon me. 
Then ſhe fell, and the body of the Derwis came to life 


again. 


I was highly affected with ſo wonderful a ſecret, 
and at length perſuaded him to communicate it to me. 
The whole, fir, replies he, conſiſts in retaining only 
two words, which I will teach you. I had no ſooner 
learned them, than I was impatient to try their virtue, 
pronounced them, and my foul paſſed into the body 
of the doe, and the traytor inſtantly conveyed his into 
my body; and bending my own bow, took his aim to 
wound me, which I evaded. 


I was now reduced to aſſociate with the inhab'tants 
of the woods and mountains, while he filled the 
throne of Mouſel, and poſſeſſed Zemroude without a ri- 
val. He left his body in the wood, and the very day 
he uſurped my dignity, order'd all the does in the 
kingdom to be killed, and offer'd thirty ſequins for 
the head of every one. Tho' the people deſtroyed 
great numbers, I had no reaſon to fear their arrows : 
for perceiving a nightingale dead at the foot of a tree, 

I en- 
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I enlivened its little body, and flew to a thick, ſhady 
tree, in the garden of the palace, which grew near 


the queen's apartment, where I vented my grief in har- 
monious accents. 


I conTtTrxv:nD ſeveral davs in the garden, and never 
omitted to ſing every morning in the ſame place. Ein- 
roud? never failed to come to the window, faying, I 
dote upon that little creature. The moſt experienced 
bird-catchers were employed to take me; and as I 
knew their deſign upon my liberty was only to deliver 
me to the princets, they foon ſucceeded. She expreſſed 
great joy on my coming into her hands. She kiſſed 
we, and I turned my bill gently to her lips. Poor 
fool, ſays ſhe, it ſeems to know what I ſay. She put 
me into a cage of golden wire. I ſung every morn- 
ing as ſoon as ſhe awoke, and, when the came to 
fondle me, ſpread my wings to fignity my joy. In 
ort, I endear'd myſelf ſo very much to her, that ſhe 
would often fay, ſhe ſhould be inconſolable if I ſhould 
die. It was ſome pleaſure to me to be conſtant in 
the queen's apartment, tho' I paid dear for it, when 
the Derdis came to viſit her. From time to time I 
lifted up my eyes to heaven for vengeance: I did no- 
thing but flutter up and down the cage when he was 


- preſent, and, when he came near me, expreſſed fury 
with my beak. 


Taz queen had in her chamber Ikewi;e a little 
bitch ſhe was tond of. I his creature, one day when 
we were alone, died in labcur, and I tranſlated myfelt 
into her corpſe. How this fancy came into my thoughts, 
I know not, unleſs by the fecret impulſe of heaven. 
As ſoon as Zemroude la the nightingale was dead, the 
faricked out, and aloruicd all her ſlaves. Upon this 


GC 


Perfian I A L ES. 13) 


one of them ran to acquaint the Dervis of her con- 
dition. He came in haſte, and repreſented to her, 
that the loſs was not irreparable. It fie loved niglic- 
ingales, he could eaſily gratiiy her. Ceaſe to combat 
wy grief, ſays ſhe, my poor, dear, lovely bird, I have 
loſt thee for ever! At theſe words her tears rec ubled. 
began to preſage ſome good fortune to myſelt from 
the extremity of her affiiftion, and lay cloſe in one 
corner of the room, giving ſuck to.uny young ones; 
where I obtcrved every thing. 


Tue Derwis, who loved her paſtionately, finding ſhe 
could nat be reaſoned out of her immoderate grief, or- 
det d her ſlaves to withdraw, and leave him and the 
queen alone. Madam, fays he, fince the death of 
your nightingale gives you ſo much uneaſineſs, afflict 
yourſelf no more; he muſt be brought to life again. 
When you awake to-morrow, you ſhall hear him ſing 
You look upon me as a diſtracted perſon, fir, whoſe 
phrenzy is to be flatter'd ; and fo by deferring my ex- 
pectations from day to day, you hope, by degrees, to 
make me forget my bird, or elſe to convey another 
into the cage, and beguile my ſorrow. No, my 
queen, replies the Derwis, it ſhall be this very bud 
which lies dead in the cage. This very fondling thai} 
become more fentible than ever of your kindneſs. I 
myſelf will animate his little frame, and every morn- 
ing awake hin into life to divert you. If you are 
over impatient to ſee your bird revive, I will bring 
him to lite this moment. 


Tur princeſs made no anfwer ; but rightly judging. 
that her filence gave conſent, he laid hiniteit upon a 
ſota, where, by the virtue of thoſe Cabalifick words 
which he had before taught me to repeat, his ſoul en- 


ter'd. 
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ter d the body of the nightingale; and the bird began im- 
mediately to fing in the cage, to the great aſtoniſhment 
of Zimroude. But his melody laſted not long, for as 
ſoon as he began to warble, I left the body of the 
bitch, and haſtily aiſumed my own. This point gain- 
ed, I ran to the cage, and taking out the bird in a 
paſſion, I twiſted off his neck. What are you doing, 
fir, fays the princeſs to me; if you did not think pro- 
per to let him live, why did you bring him to life ? 
So intent was I upon the vengeance I had accompliſh- 
ed; heaven be praiſed, added I, the outrage done to 
my honour and to my love is now revenged. Sir, faid 
ſhe, What means all you have done and ſpoken ? I told 
her what I had ſuffer'd, and, as I wentxon with my 
ſtory, I obſerved her agonies. Her dheeks glowed, 
and turned pale, to reflect upon her unfaidhfulneſs, tho 
ignorant and innocent of what ſhe had dpne. I ſoon 
made her ſenſible that I was the true Fadallah; of 
which truth, the body of the Derwis being found in 
the wood, and the copy of the edit he had given 
out to have all the does killed, were ſufticiept evi- 
dence. 


Bur oh! that I had never inform'd Zemroude of the 
particulars of this wonderful adventure! Alas! wha 
is the depth of human wiſdom ? Do we not know th 
the good and the evil, which attend us in this life, ard 
fixed, and pre-ordained from the beginning? The 
queen was fo greatly troubled, that the vile Dervis had 
taſted the ſweets of her perſon, that I was not able to 
reſtore to her peace of wind. All the atfurances I gave 
her of my unalterable aſſection could not prevail upon 
her to forget this. *unhappy accident. In thort, the 
ſickened and died, and with her dving breath begged 
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of me to forgive her for a crime no way imputable 
to her. 


Ar ren I had paid the ſolemnities of mourning, 
for ſo dear a lite, I ſent for prince Amadeddin Zengui. 
My couſin, faid I, I have no children! I reſign the 
crown of Mouſel to you. Adieu to the grandeur of 
ſovereignty ! I relolve to far the reſt of my life in 
obſcurity. Amadedilin loved me exccedingly, and uſed 
all poſſible arguments to divert me off this reſolution. 
Priace, fays I, the purpoſe of my foul is fixed. A life 
of privacy is an unenvied ſituation. There, free from 
the troubles which attend upon empire, I ſhall give 
myſelf up to bemoan the loſs of Zemroude, and, recol- 
lecting the happy hours we have paſſed together, alle- 
viate my grief by that pleaſing remembrance. Ac- 
cordingly I left Amadeddin upon the throne of Mouſel, 
and ſet out for Bagdad, with a few ſiaves, and a 
quantity of gold and jewels. I arrived fafely, and 
alighted at Mouaffac's houſe. He, and his wife were 
aſtonithed to ſee me, but much more fo when I inform- 
ed them of the death of their daughter. I delivered 
the unwelcome news in tears, which excited the fame 
in them. I did not long continue there ; but joining a 
company of Tartar pilgrims, I came with them to this 
city, and pleaſed with its ſituation, I ſettled in this 
place near forty vears ago; where I paſs for a ſtranger, 
and rarely receive any viſits. Zimroude is never ab- 
ſent from my thoughts, and her dear image is perpe- 
tually betore me. 
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Th: Cininuatizin of the Il ſtory of Min 
CALAF, und the H mice}; of CHINA. 


ADALLAH having ended his ſtory, faid to his 
1 gueſts, You ſee by my misfortunes and your own, 
that man's life is a bubble, toſs'd about with every 
blaſt of wind. The Can admired his magnanimity ; 
Elmaze his conſtancy ; and Calaf wiſhed that all men 
were poſſeſſed of his fortitude of mind, that they might 
be enabled to reſiſt the ſeveral aſſaults of fortune, 
The converſation laſted til} bed-time ; when Fadallah 
called his flaves, who brought in wax tapers in candle- 
ſticks made of the wood of aloes, and led the royal 
ſtrangers into a room, where the fame fimplicity ap- 
peared, the king and queen to one chamber, the prince 
into another. Early in the morning the old man 
came into the Cans apartment and told him, that the 
ſultan of Carizme had ſent an ambaſſador to [lenge 
Can, to requeſt him to refule his proteCtion to the Can 
of Nagats, and to have him ſeized, if he ſhould paſs 
thro' the country of Faic. Upon this Timurtaſch and 
his ſon Calaf turned pale, and the princeſs E/maze 
fainted away. When ſhe had recovered, Fadallah 
faid, If I may be allowed to ſpeak my thoughts, I be- 
-heve you three are the objects of the ſultan's vengeance, 
Yes, ir, anſwers Timurtaſch, we are the victims he 
leeks to facrifice. I hope you will aflift us with your 
councils to eſcape from this danger. 


Tuis, replies the old king of Mouſel, is a critical 
conjuncture. linge Can dreads the ſultan of Carizme, 
and 
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and there is no doubt but he will make diligent ſearoli 
after you. You have no other ſecurity but to depart out 
of the land of Jaic, with all fpecd, and gain the frontiers 
of the tribe of Berlas ; then preſenting them with three 
horſes, ſome proviſions, and a purſe of gold, added, 
Begone, vou have no time to Joſe. After ſeveral 
davs journey, they arrived upon the territories of Berlas, 
and ſtopped at the firlt Horde they met with. Here 
they fold their horſcs, and lived comfortably as long 
as their money laſted ; but that failing, the king began 
to murmur, faying, Heaven, notwithitanding our ſub- 
miſſion to its will, purfucs us with miufery from place 
to place. Let us never deſpair, ſays Calaf; that pro- 
vidence, which ditpoſes of events, has ſome good in 
reſerve for us. Let us go to the capital Horde of this 


tribe. My heart preſages we ſhall ſce a change of 
fortune. 


Tuirutn they went, and entering under a great 
tent, which was fet apart for the reception of ſtran- 
gers, laid themfelves down in a corner, not knowing 


how to procure ſubſiſtance. Calaf here left his pa- 


rents, and went further into the Horde, to crave alms. 
He gleaned a little money and provitions, and returned 
with them towards the cloſe of the evening. On their 
being told that the prince had been begging for them, 
they wept bir:erly. The tears alſo began to trickle 
dovin Calaf's cheeks, who faid, How great ſoever the 
ſhame is, I &o it willingly for your fake There is 
but one more expedient, continues he, which I can 
think of, that is, to ſell me for a ſlave, which will 
ſupply you with money for a conſiderable time. What 
ſays my ſon, replies the Can, ſhall we live upon the 
price of your liberty? Rather let our hardſhips con- 
tinue. hen, fir, fays Calaf, I will go and place 

myſelt 
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myſelf amongſt the men who carry burdens, and you 
ſhall ſubſiſt upon my labour. This reſolution was 
agreed upon, and Caluf went among the porters, where 
he waited till the day was half ſpent, but met with 
no buſineſs. Hereupon he lett the Horde, and ftrolled 
forward into the country, where he fat down under a 
tree, and after having prayed to heaven for aſſiſtance, 
fell aſleep, When he awoke, he ſaw upon a bough 
near him a beautitul hawk, whoſe head was adorned 
with a plume of feathers, of a thouſand various colours, 
with a chain of gold foliage about his neck, enriched 
with diamonds, topazes and rubies. Calaf, who was 
kilied in falconry, preſented his wriſt, and the bird 
pitched upon it. The prince tranſported with this 
accident, faid to hiniſelf, In all appearance this bird 
muſt belong to the ſovereign of the Horde! Nor did 
he gueſs wrong. It proved to be the hawk of 
Alinguer, Can of Berlas, which that prince had loft 
the day before, and his falconers had fought after 
with the utmoſt diligence, becauſe their maſter threat- 
ened to puniſh them ſeverely, if they came back with- 


out it. 


Wurn Calaf came back to the Horde with the 
hawk, the people thouted, and ſaid, Bleſſings upon the 
man who brings glad tidings to the prince, and preſents 
him with his favourite bird. On his coming up to the 
royal pavillion with the hawk upon his wriſt, the Can 
was tranſported ; bid him welcome, and enquired where 
he found it; and was anſwer d in every particular. 
Then, adds the Cen, You ſeem to be a ftranger ; 
from what country, and of what profeſſion are you? 
Sir, ſays Calaf, caſting himſelf at his feet; I am the 
ſon of a merchant of Bulgary, who was very rich. I, 
with my father and mother, took a journey into the 
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land of Faic, and fell among robbers, who ſpared 
nothing but our lives; and we have begged our provi- 
ſions on the way to this Horde. 


Young man, anſwers the Can, I am pleaſed you 
have had the good fortune to bring my hawk! for I 
have ſworn to give the perſon that found him, and de- 
liver'd him again into my poſſeſſion, three things. Let 


me know what you defire I thould do for you. Since 


I am permitted, ſays Calaf, to deſire three things, I 
with, in the firſt place, that my father and mother, 
who are in the ſtrangers tent, had a tent allotted to 
themſelves, within the verge of your court, to be 
maintain'd at your expence during their lives, and be 
ſerved by ſome of the officers of your houthold. Se- 
condly, I defire one of the beſt horſes in your ſtables, 
ready faddled and bridled. And, laſtly, a princely 
habit compleat, with a rich ſabre, and a purſe of gold 
to enable me to undertal:e a journey. Theſe defires 


are anſwer'd, ſays Alinguer, bring hither thy parents» 


they ſhall be entertain'd as you require. To-morrow 
you thall have a princely habit compleat, with the 
fineſt horſe in my ſtables, and go where you pleaſe. 


CALA F fell at his feet a ſecond time, thanked him 
for the honour and favour he had received, and re- 
turned to Elmaze and Timurtaſch, who expected him 
with impatience. Our fortunes are already changed, 
ſays he; then related the adventure, which highly 
pleaſed them, and they conſider d it as a fure pretage 
of future happineſs. They follow'd Calaf, who con- 
ducted them to the Can. The prince immediately ap- 
pointed them a tent, and order'd them to be treated in 
all things like himſelf. 
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Ox the morrow Calaf was cloathed in a magnificent 
habit, when the Can himſelf deliver'd to him a fabre, 
the handle of which was ſtudded with diamonds, and 
a.purſe filled with ſequins of gold. He then order'd 
one of his beſt horſes to be brought, which Calaf 
mounted, and made him perform his caracols with fo 
much eaſe and addreſs, as charmed the Can and his 
courtiers. 

Tx1s done, he paid his obeyſance to Alinguer, em- 
braced his father and mother, and took the road to- 
wards China. When he arrived at the great city of 
Pequin, he alighted at the houſe of an old widow wo- 
man in the ſuburbs, and aſked whether ſhe could fur- 
niſh him with lodgings, and whether ſhe had a place 
convenient for his horſe ? Yes, fir, ſaid ſhe, and led the 
horſe into a little ſtable at the back of the houſe. Then 
returning to Calaf, he aſked if the had any body to 
ſend to market for ſomething to eat? She anſwer'd, ſhe 
had a fon who would do that buſineſs very well. Up- 
on this he took a ſequin ci go 4 out of his purſe, and 
put it into the boy's hand, after he had given him pro- 
per inſtructions. In the mean time, he put a thouſand 
queſtions to the hoſteſs, and, in the end, enquired the 
character of the emperor, and if ſhe thought it would 
be of any advantage to devote himſelf to his intereſt. 
Without doubt, replies the old woman, he is a gene- 
rous prince, and loyes and is beloved by his ſubjects. 
I am ſurprized you never heard of Altoun Can, whoſe 

is ſo notorious. Surely, then, rejoins the prince 

of the Negais, he muſt be the moſt happy ſovereign in 
the univerſe. And yet he is not, anſwers the widow. 
What deſtroys his quiet is, the princeſs Taurandede his 
only daughter ; and as I bave one, who has the honour 
to 
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to be in the ſeraglio, I ſhall entertain you with a diſtinct 
relation of this affair. 


3 LITE ST IBAREE NLFATELLESY 
The old hfteſs's Account of Touxanpocte. 
\ 


HIS princeſs, continues ſhe, is in the nineteenth 

year of her age, and fo very beautiful, that the 
beſt painters in the eaſt are not able to expreſs half 
her charms ; tho' the different ſketches they have taken 
of her have made great havock. To her raviſhing 
beauty, ſhe joins a mind ſo embelliſhed, that ſhe is miſ- 
treſs of every accompliſhment, and perfectly ſkilled in 
all thoſe ſciences, which are proper only for men to be 
inſtructed in. She underſtands geography, arithmetic, 
and philoſophy. She has ſtudied the laws, and the 
moral precepts of our great legiſlator Bergingbuxin. 
But all theſe per fections are eclipſed by her Inſenſibi- 
lity. * 


ABouT two years ago, the king of Thebet ſent to 
demand her for his fon, upon ſeeing a picture of her. 
Altoun Can, pleaſed with this alliance, propoſed him 
to her; but the rejected the propoſition with diſdain 
and, by her haughtineſs and deteftable.-cruelty, affh&ts 
her father to ſuch a degree, as renders his life miſer- 
able. On this occaſion the fell into a fit of ſickneſs, 
out of mere obſtinacy. The phyſicians, knowing the 
cauſe of her illneſs, told the king, that ſhe would in- 


fallibly die, if he perſiſted to compel her to marry this 
prince. He loved her to diſtraction, and ſenſible of 
the danger ſhe was in, ſent back the ambaſſadors of 
Thebet with an abſolute denial. That, fir, fays ſhe, 
will not be ſufficient. If you defire I ſhould not die, 


H 2 you 


148 Perfan T ALES. 


you muſt oblige yourſelf by oath not to thwart my 
inclinations ; and alſo publiſh an edit, that whatſo- 
ever prince ſhall demand me, muſt not expect my 
conſent, before he anſwers ſuch queſtions as I ſhall 


think proper to propole, in the hearing of all the pro- 


feſſors of the law in this city. If his anſwers prove 
right, I will marry him; if otherwiſe, his head ſhall be 
ſtruck off before your palace. 


Tus king concluding that this edict would be at- 
tended with no ill conſequences, becauſe he thought 
no prince would be ſo raſh as to hazard his life by ſo 
deſperate an undertaking, and that the cure of his 
daughter depended upon it, order'd it ſhould be pub- 
lithed, and ſwore by the laws of Berginghuzin, that it 
ſhould be punctually obſerved. Tourandofte relying 
upon the facredneſs of his oath, which ſhe knew he 
would never violate, was ſoon reſtored to perfect health. 


As there are very few priaces who think meanly of 
their own underſtanding, the reputation of her beauty 
drew divers of the young and unexperienced into her 
apartment. But ſhe had an averſion to men. My 
dear daughter, ſays the king, ſuppoſe ſome one, dif- 
regarding my edict, ſhould preſent himſelf, and anſwer 
juſtly to your queſtions That, replies ſhe, is what J 
have no reaſon to fear. I am contented to run the 
.riſk. Many of them preſented themſelves, to anſwet 
the queſtions propoſed, but periſhed without mercy. 
The king, deeply touched with compaſſion, repented 
of his oath, and refolved rather to let her die, than 
preſerve her life at fo dear a rate. He employ'd the 
beſt meaſures t6 prevent any future murders, -and now 
never conſents, that any prince ſhould previouſly ex- 
Poſe his life, but with the utmoſt caution, and with 
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his conſent. Nevertheleſs, ſome raſh young men, in- 
toxicated with the hopes of poſſeſſing Tourandode, over- 
look the danger which ſurrounds her. The king ſeems 
touched with the deaths of theſe unhappy princes ; but 
his daughter glories in the bloody ſpectacles. Not 
long fince, a young prince who thought he had 
ſkill enough to anſwer all her queſtions, loft his lite, 


and this, very night another is to die, who came tg 


the court of China, goaded on by the fame deſtruc- 
tive paſſion. 


CALAF was very attentive to what his hoſteſs 
related, and coolly anſwer'd, I doubt not but the 
painters have added to her charms, and that they have 
flatter'd her with their pencils, ſince her picture has 
produced effects fo extraordinary. I cannot imagine 
Taurandofe is ſo beautiful. Sir, rejoins the widow, 
her charms are far beyond what I can expreſs. I 
have often ſeen her, when I viſited my daughter in the 
ſeraglio. Form in your mind every grace and feature 
you pleaſe, for the completion of a perfect beauty, you 
will not be able to form a piece that may in the leaſt 
ſtand in competition with that of the princeſs. The 
Calaf did not believe all the old woman faid ; yet he 
felt a ſecret kind of pleaſure in her diſcourſe ; and 
faid, I am of opinion, the princes, who could not pene- 
trate into the meaning of her queſtions, were all men 
of narrow capacities: No, no, replies the old woman z 
never were any enĩgma's ſo dark and obſcure as her in- 
terrogatories ; and it is next to an impoſſibility to anſwer | 
them. | 


WaiLs they were talking to this effect, the little boy 
who had been ſent to market, brought in the provi- 
ons ; of which Calaf eat with the appetite of a tra- 
2 H 3 veller. 
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veller. Night approaching, the tymbals of juſtice be- 
gan to reſound in the ſtreets. The prince enquired 
of the old woman, what was the meaning of that 
noiſe. It is, fays ſhe; to give notice to the people, 
that the prince, I before told you of, is this night % 
beheaded. He willing to fee the execution, went 
into the ſtreets, and mixing with the croud, came in- 
to the court of the palace, where the tragical ſcene 
was repreſented. 


Hen he beheld a very high wooden tower, co- 
ver d with branches of cypreſs, within which hung 
a vaſt number of lamps, which enlightened the whole 
court. Below there was a ſcaffold cover'd with white 
fattin, and round it ſtood ſeveral pavillions of white 
taffeta. Behind theſe, 2000 guards were placed, two 
ranks deep, with drawn ſwords and axes in their 
hands. Calaf intent upon every object, obſerved a 
confuſed noiſe of drums and belt, which ſounded 
from the top of the tower. At the fame time twenty 
Mandarins, and as many men of the law, cloathed in 
white woolen robes, came to the ſcaffold, and fat down 


under the pavillions. 


Is the next place appeared the victim, adorned 
with flowers, interwoven. with cypreſs, and a blue 
fillet round his head. He was a young priace about 
eighteen years old, attended by a' Mandarin, who. 
led hind by the hand, and followed the executioner. 
When they mounted the ſcaffold, the Mandarin aſked 
the prince, Whether he was not ſenſible of the King's 
edit, before he made his addreſſes to the princels, 
and whether his majeſty did not endeavour to diſſuade 
him from the attempt The prince anſwer d in the at- 
e. and added, * death to Myſelf a 

lone, 
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lone, and forgive you all. Then his head was cut 
off by the ſudden ſtroke of a fabre, and his body put 
into a coffin of ivory and ebony, which fix Manda- 
rins carried into the garden of the ſeraglio, where the 
king had erected a place of burial for theſe unhappy | 
princes, where he often went alone to weep over thein, 
to atone for his daughter's batbarity. 


CALAF ſtaid in the court till all was over, and 
not far off obſerved a man crying profuſely. He ad- 
drefſed his ſpeech to him, and faid, I ſympathize in 
your forrow, and make no doubt but you was ac- 
quainted with the young prince, who was put to 
death. Ah! fir, anſwer d he, redoubling his tears, ] 
ſhould know him intimately, for I bred him up. Oh! 
unhappy king of Samarcande, How wilt thou grieve at 
thy ſon's fate! Who dares carry to thee the mournful 
meſſage ? | | 


CALA F enquired by what means the prince of 
Samarcande became enamour'd of the princeſs of China 
I will tell you, fir, ſays his governor. A famous pamter 
came into the city with the pictures of different princef- 
ſes, which he ſhewed to my royal maſter, who, when 
he had examined them, faid, I am perſuaded the ort- 
ginals are highly obliged to you for the flattery of 
your pencil. Sir, replies the painter, I have one piece, 
which you have not ſeen, more beautiful than any 
of theſe, and yet it falls ſhort of the original. Then 
taking it out with his hand, added, It is the por- 
trait of the princeſs of China. My maſter took it, and 
imagining it was beyond the power of nature to form a 
being ſo perfect, cried out, The world does not contain 
ſo charming a creature! The painter proteſted, that 
the maſt maſterly hand could never be able to expreſs 
k . # BY | her 
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her lovely features. Depending upon the aſſurances or 
the artiſt, my maſter bought the picture, which made 
ſo ſtrong an impreſſion upon him, that he quitted his 
father's court without letting me into tHe ſecret ; and 
we never ſtopped till our arrival in this city. Here 
he propoſed to ſerve in Altoun Can's army, in order 
to demand the princeſs in marriage. We were in- 
formed of the ſevere edit which the king had pub- 
liſhed, at which my prince expreſſed great ſatisfac- 
tion. I will inftantly go, ſays he, and anſwer the 
queſtions of Tourandicte. Why ſhould I deſpair of 
obtaining the princeſs! When he was preparing for 
death, he gave the picture to me, ſaying, I intruſt you 
with this ineſtimable piece. Shew it my father, when 
you inform him of my deſtiny : but I reſolve far to re- 
tire from this place, to lament a prince who was ſo dear 
to me. O barbarous princeſs ! Having thus ex- 
preſſed his grief he threw down a box, and went away 
full of indignation. 


CALAF gathered up the box, in which was the 
picture, and intending to return to his old hoſteſs, 
miſſed the way in the dark, and got out of town 
before he was aware. He waited impatiently for 
day-light, to ſee the beauty of Teurandocte. Before 
the ſun aroſe, he opened the box, and took out the 
picture, but heſitated a while ere he looked upon it, 
ſaying to himſelf, Why do I deſire to caſt my eyes on 
ſo dangerous an object. But can there be any dan- 
ger in looking at a mixture of colours? I will morti- 
fy her vanity, by letting her fee I can behold her 
image without emotion. He examined it, admired the 
turn of her face, the regularity of her features, and 
every one appeared to him to be in perfeftion ; and 
tho he was upon his guard, he ſuffer d hunfelf 4 
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be charmed. Into what diſorder, continued ke; | has 
this picture put my ſenſes ? From this moment all 


peril vaniſhes ! 


CALAF being determin'd to demand the princeſs, 
return'd to his hoſteſs. Ah! my fon, faid ſhe, I have 
been in pain for you all night. He replied, I am 
ſorry you ſhould have any trouble on my account; 
then related all that had aſſed, and ſhewed the pic- 
ture, faying, I cannot imagine it comes up to the 
beauty of the original. By the foul of the prophet 
Fackmouny, cried the old woman, the princeſs is a thou- 
ſand times handſomer ; I wiſh you had ſeen her, you 
would be of my opinion. I am extremely pleaſed, 
rejoins he, that her beauty, in your eye, is above all 
the efforts of painting. I die with impatience. III. 
try whether my fate will not be more happy than the 
prince of Samarcande. 


War deſign is it you have formed, my fon ? ſays. 
the widow ; and do you think to put it in execution? 
Fes, mother, ſays Calaf, this very day will I offer 
myſelf to anſwer her queſtions. The hoſteſs burſt into, 
tears, ſaying, Ah! my lord, in the name of God, 
think no more of it. Hate her. Deſpiſe her for her 
. cruelty. Ah! mother, replies he, don't touch me in 
the moſt tender part ; nothing in the world ſhall pre- 
vent this enterprize. When the widow found he 
would not hearken to her advice, it added to her 
affliction. Ah ! ſays ſhe, would you had never come 
within my doors ; never heard of the name of Touran- 
dete ! You fell in love on my praiſing her. Ah! 
wretch that I am! The prince interrupting her, 
faid, I muſt needs tell you, I don't believe your prophet 


Jacmouny, he ſhall not make me alter my reſolution. 
Hs However, 


* 
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However, he ſtaid at the hoſteſs's houſe all the day. 
while ſhe went about to the hoſpitals to diſtribute 
alms ; and to the Bonzes with ready money, to purchaſe 
their interceſſion with Berginghuzin. In the morning 
the prince was more. reſolute in his deſign. Adieu 
madam, ſaid he, to the widow, and left her. Here- 
upon the hoſteſs ſet her head on her knees, and con- 
tinued thus in a fit of grief which is not to be expreſſed. 


Tux young prince, dreſſed, perfumed, and fairer 
than the morn, went directly to the palace. He found 
hve elephants tied at the gate, and two thouſand ſol- 
diers drawn up on each fide. One of the chief of- 
ficers, knowing him to be a ſtranger, ſtopped him, 
demanding his buſineſs. I come, ſays he, to beg of the 
king, that he will permit me to anſwer his daughters 
queſtions. The officer aſtonithed, replied, Do you. 
know, prince, that what you come about is death? 
Were you as wiſe as a Mandarin of Science, you would 
never find out the meaning of her ambiguous words. 
I thank you for your council, replied Calaf ; but 1 
am not come hither to go back as I came. Go 
and die then, fays the officer. 


nnen . 


CaLlar's Entrance into the Palace of 
ALTouN CAN, 


And demanding the Princeſs of CHINA. 


S Calaf paſſed thro the guards, ſome of the of- 
ficers ſaid, How handſome, and well-made that 
young prince is; tis pity he ſhould die fo ſoon! He 
was, however, conducted thro' fevesal halls, and at 


Ph TALES. 155 


length came to that where the king gave audience: 
His throne was made of the ſteel of Catai, in the 
form of a dragon, about three cubits high, adorned 
with diamonds, and ſupported with four lofty pillars 
of the ſame metal. A/toun Can, array d in a veſt of 
gold brocade, fat upon it. The monarch, after he 
had given audience to ſome of his ſubjects, turned his 
eyes upon the young prince, who was in the crowd. 
He appearing to be a ſtranger, and of no common 
rank, the king called one of his Mandarins, and order'd 
to enquire of his quality and buſineſs. You may tell 
his majeſty, ſays Calaf, that I am the only fon of a 
ſovereign, and am come to endeavour to be his ſon- 
in-la w. 


Urox this information the king diſiniſſed all the 
people, his countenance changed pale, he deſcended 
from his ſeat, and came down to Ca/af. Raſh youth, 
ſays he, do you know the rigour of my edict? Yes, 
my lord, replies the prince, I am ſenſible of all the 
danger I run. My eyes were witneſſes of the death of 
the prince. of Samarcande ; but that has only inflamed 
the deſire I have to deſerve her. What madneſs is 
this ! ſays the king; ſcarce is one prince dead, but 
another preſents himſelf for a ſacrifice. What blind- 
neſs! what temerity! Return to your father's dominions, 
and let him not have the affliction to hear, that he muſt 
never expect to ſee his only fon again. I pity you 
more than any I have ſeen before. My lord, replies 
Calaf, I take it for a happy omen, that I have the good 
fortune to pleaſe your majeſty. Perhaps heaven, moved 
by former miſeries, will make uſe of me to put a ſtop 
to them, if only to ſecure the quiet of your life. 
Once more, my fon, ſays the king, let me perſuade 
you to deſiſt. I love you, and you are in an error to 
think. 
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think you can anſwer her queſtions on the fpot. You 
have but half a quarter of an hour to ſtudy on each : 
that is the rule. Make your ſerious reflections on what 


F have faid, and to-morrow come and tell me your 
final reſolu tion. 


Wuar the king faid had no manner of influence 
upon Calaf. He was only mortified that he muſt wait 
till the morrow ; fo returned to his hoſteſs, and went 
to the palace again the next day, where the king 


received him in his cloſet. Well, prince, ſaid he, in 


what ſentiments do you come ? My liege lord, replies 
Calaf, I am determined to ſuffer the faine death as my 
rivals, if heaven has not otherwiſe pre-ordained my 
deſtiny. The king was fore afflicted ; he ſinote his 
breaſt, and tore his beard. Ah! my fon, fays he, 
embracing the prince, if my reaſons have no force 
with you, give way to my grief. To deprive you of 
life will hazard my own. Stay, if you will, in my 
court: You ſhall have the firſt rank next to myſelf. 
You ſhall have handſome flaves, and I will look upon 
you as my fon. Renounce your pretenſions, and let me 
have the pleaſure of depriving my daughter, that bloody 
princeſs, of one victim. 


Tur prince of Nagais was greatly affected with the 
king's friendſhip, however, replied ; ſuffer me, my lord, 
to expoſe myſelf to the danger ; the greater it is, the 
more agreeable to me. Perhaps I may be the happy 
mortal, who is ordained by heaven to curb her pride. 
In the name of God! farbear to oppole a deſign, on 
which my glary, my peace, and my life depend. In 
ſhort, I will not live, but with Teurandocte. Auda- 
cious youth ! fays the king, thy deſtruction is inevi- 
table. Lou will ſoan.receive the reward of your folly. 

| Go, 
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Go, and anſwer her queſtions ; but I muſt firſt do thee 

the honours, which I pay to ſuch princes as ſeek my 
alliance. This ſaid, he called to the chief of the firſt 
band of his eunuchs, commanding him to conduct 
Calaf to the princeſs's palace, and to order 200 eunuchs 
to ſerve him. 


Scarce was the prince of the Nogars come into the 
palace, but the principal Mandarins came to falute him. 
They kneeled down, bowing their heads to the ground, 
and faid alternatively, © [he perpetual ſervants of 
* your illuftrious race come in this quality to ſhew you 
* reverence ;” then made their preſents, and departed. 
During this ceremony, the king, to ſhew his con- 
cern for the ſon of Timurtaſch, ſeut for the profeſſor 
of the royal college, and told him, there was a prince 
come to demand his daughter; adding, I Would have 
you, doctor, bring him to reaſon. He had a long con- 
ference with him, and, on his return, told the king, it 
was impoſſible. But I cannot help telling your majeſty, 
that I believe, if any prince is able to anſwer her 
queſtions, this is the man. 


Au! doctor, replies the king, How am I tranſ- 
ported with this account of his abilities. He offer'd 
his vows to heaven for Calaf; and order'd public 
prayers, ſolemn facrifices, and feſtivals, that he might 
obtain the princeſs. After this A/toun Can ſent his 
Colao to Calaf, to inform him, that he muſt prepare to 
anſwer the princeſs's queſtions the next day; when he 
was to appear before the divan, who. had already re- 
ceived otders to afſemble. 


CALAF, notwithſtanding his reſolution, had little 
Fit all the night. He till flatter d himſelf with ſucceſs, 
e but 


158 Pran T A L E S. 


but did not forget his father and mother. If I ſhould 
die, ſays he, what will become of them? His duty 

gave him the greateſt trouble. While he was buſied 
in theſe reflections, he heard the ſignal given, for thoſe 
who were to aſſiſt at the aſſembly, to give their 
attendance. He then thus addreſſed himſelf to Ma- 
homet ; O great prophet ! thou ſeeſt my condition; 
inſpire me on this occaſion. Shall I go to the divan, 
or to the king, and tell him the danger which terrifieg 
me. Here all his terrors vaniſhed. He roſe; dreſſed 
himſelf in a caffetan, and a cloak of red filk, with gold 
flowers; his ſtockings and thoes were of blue ſilk, and 
all his cloaths a preſent from the ſovereign. Now fix 


Mandarins, drefied in long crimſon robes enter'd his 


room, and told him, they came from the king to conduct 
him to the divan. 


Tuev led him croſs a court, where armed ſoldiers 
ſtood on each fide. In the hall were a thouſand muſi- 


cians and fingers, who made a ſurpriſing noiſe. From. 


thence they proceeded to the great council chamber, 
where the aſſembly were fitting under pavillions of dif- 
ferent colours: the principal Mandarins on one fide, 
the Colas, and proteffors of the royal college on the 
other. In the middle were two thrones of gold, placed 
in two triangular ſeats. When the priace entered, the 
noble and learned ſaluted him with great reſpect. It 
was about ſun- xiſing, when two eunuchs opened the 
two curtains, before the gate of the inner palace, and 
the king, accompanied by the princeſs his daughter,. 
came forth. She wore a long robe of gold tiſſue, and a 
veil of the ſame. They aſcended their thrones by five 
ſteps of ſilver. When they were ſeated, two very beau- 
tiful young women took their ftands, one on the king's 
kde, the other on. Tourandode'ss They had large 
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pearls in their ears, and pen and paper in their hands. 
At the fight of Altoun Can they all cloſed their eyes. 
Calaf only looked round him, and could not help ad- 
miring the majeſtic mein of the princeſs. 


Warn the monarch. of China appeared, and had. 
given orders for the Mandarins to ſeat themſelves, one 
of the Lords who had conducted him, kneeled down, 
and read a memorial, containing the prince's demands of 
Tourandoct᷑e in marriage; then riſing, bid Calaf bow to 
the king, which he did with ſuch admirable grace, as 
made the ſovereign lwile. 


THren the Colas roſe from his place, and read the 
fatal edit with a loud voice. After which, he addreſſed. 
himſelf to Calaf thus; You hear, fir, the conditions, 
on which alone, ſhe is to be obtained. 'If you are 
apprehenſtre of any danger, or your heart fails you, 
it is lawful for you to retuſe. No, no, fays the prince 
of the Nogats, the prize is too glorious to be renounced 
thro' cowardice. The king finding Ca/af prepared, 
turned to the princeſs, ſaying, Daughter, it is your 
time to propoſe your queltivas, and may all the holy 
ſpirits, to whom we have ſacrificed, inſpire him to 
find out the meaning of them. Tourandacte replied, I 
call our prophet, the great Jucmouny to witneſs, that 
it is with the utmoſt concern, I lee ſo many princes die. 
Know then, audacious youth! You cannot blame me 
but yourſelf, if, like the reſt of your rivals, you incur 
pe:dition. 


Fax princeſs ! ſays Calaf, I know all that can be 
urged on this head. Be pleaſed to put your queſtions, 
and Fll endeavour to give you the ſenſe of ihem Well 
men, replies Tourandade ; 

Ques. 


| 
| 
' 


160 Perſian T ALES. 


Ques. I. © Vat creature is it, wwho is of all 


countries, a friend to the world, and has no 
« likeneſs to it in the creation? Madam, fays 
Calaf, It is the Sex. He is right, cry all the 
doctors. 


Ques. II. © What mother is it, who after having 
« brought forth her children, devours them all, 
« when they are grown up?” — The Sea, fays 
the prince, for the rivers diſcharge themſelves 
into it, and have their ſource from it. | 


TOURANDOCTE finding the prince anſwered 


right, and reſolving to deftroy him, faid, again, N 


Ques. III. What tree is it whoſe leaves are 
* all white on the one ſide, and black on the 
other 9” 


Tutu threw off her veil, to confound him with the 
luſtre of her beauty. Her thame had cauſed her to bluſh, 
which added to her charms. At the fight of her the 


young hero ſtood mute and immoveable. Terror ſeized 


the whole afſembly ; the king changed countenance, and 
gave him over for loſt. But Calaf ſoon recovered him- 


ſelf, and ſaid, charming princeſs! I beg pardon, for 


heavenly features. Be pleaſed to repeat the laft quettion 
in. I do not remember it. You made me forget 


again. 
every thing. I demanded, faid Tourandede, 


« What tree is it, 2whoſe leaves are all white on 
« the one fide, and black on the other *— That 
tree, ſays Calaf, repreſents the TE as, which 
conſiſts of Days and Nights. FE 

| HE 


having appeared almoſt ſtupified, when I beheld your\ 
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Tut Mandarins and doctors approved of the prince's 

anſwers, and applauded his talents. After which, Altoun 

Can turning to Tourandocte, ſaid, with a ſmile ; Come, 

daughter, own yourſelf conquered, and conſent to 

marry the conqueror. He has not yet gain'd the victory, 

replied the princeſs, letting down her veil to hide her 

confuſion, while the tears trickled down her cheeks. 

I have other queſtions to aſk him, which I will propoſe 

4 to-morrow. No, no, fays the monarch, if I allow 

that there will be no end. What you have more to 

aſk, aſk now. The princeſs excuſed herſelf, ſaying, 

ſhe was not prepared ; and prayed her father for leave 

to put more interrogatories to him the next day. 
Taz king in paſſion, cried out, I cannot. You 
breathe nothing but blood. You killed the queen by 
your barbarities, and have plung into melancholy ; 
but thanks to the ſpirits that rule in heaven, to the ſun, 
and the moon, to whom my ſacrifices have been ac- 
ceptable, there ſhall be no more horrible executions. 
Since this prince has anſwer'd all your queſtions, I 
demand of the aſſembly, whether it is not juſt he ſhould 
be your huſband. The Colao anſwer'd for them all, 
and faid, Your majeſty is no longer bound by the oath 
you took, to execute your rigorous edict. It is now 
the princeſs's duty to perform her part, or ſhe muſt ex- 
pect, that thoſe ſpirits, who. have the charge of chaſtiz- 

ing the perjured, will pyaiſh her for contumacy. 


TOURANDOCTE all the while kept filence, 
and held her head on her knees, drowned in tears ; 
which Calaf obſerving, fell proſtrate at the feet of 
Altoun Can, and faid, Great prince ! I beg one favour 
of your majeſty. Tho I have been ſo happy as to 

anſwer 
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anſwer your daughter's queſtions, I plainly ſee ſhe had 
rather have had me executed. I renounce ny right to 
her, upon condition the will anſwer me, in her turn, 
but one queſtion. The, king and the whole aſſembly 
were aſtoniſhed at the young prince's propofal, thinking 
nothing could puzzle the learned Tourandodte. After 
ſome time the king conſented ; declaring firſt, that he 
was no longer obligated by the oath he had made. 


Divine Tourandete, ſays the prince, tho' by the 
judgment of the afſembly and his majeſty you are mine, 
I abanilon the poſſeſſion of the moſt adorable beauty 
in the world, provided you anſwer preciſely to the 
queſtion I ſhall propoſe to you. But then you mult 
promiſe, that if you do not give a juſt anſwer, you 
will heartily conſent to my happineſs, and crown my 
love. Yes, fir, ſays the princele, I accept the condition, 
and ſwear by all which is ſacred, and call the aſſembly 
to be witneſs to my oath. 


Every one preſent blamed Cela, for expoſing him- 
ſelf to the danger of loſing the king's daughter, but 
were at the ſame time inpatient to hear the queſtion. 
Fair princeſs, lays he, 


« What is the name of that prince, who, after 

& having endured a thuuſand fatigues, and beg- 

62 &« ged bi; breat!, finds himſelf this minute at the 
« height of joy and glory! 


Tre princeſs paus'd a while, and then faid, 'Tis 
impellible to anſwer ſuch a queſtion inſtantly. I will 
give you his name to-morrow. Madam, fays Calaf, no 
time was mentioned, neither is it juſt to allow any. 
However, I will give you that ſatisfaction, and hope, 
after 
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after this, you will have ſo much reaſon to think well 

of me, that you will make no difficulty to marry me. 

She mu reſolve upon it, favs Altun Can. If I was 

not engaged by oath, and he had no right to her by 

the tenour of my edict, I would rather let her die, 

than he ſhould go without her. Can ſhe ever hope to 
meet with a man more amiable ? This faid, he roſe 

from his throne, diſiniſſed the afſembly, and retired 
with the princeſs. The doctors and Mandarins having 

complimented Calaf, fix of the latter reconducted him 
to the palace. 


Tus princeſs, with the two flaves who were her 


confidents, retired to her own palace; and when ſhe 


came into her apartment, ſhe flung off her veil, and 
threw herſelf upon a ſofa, to give a looſe to the tranſ- 
ports of her ſoul. Shame and grief were viſible in 
her looks. She tore her hair, and commanded the two 
ſlaves to leave her, ſaying, Give over your needleſs 


care: I will mourn, and hearken to nothing but deſpair. 


How, alas! ſhall I be confounded to-morrow, before all 
the doctors, when I confeſs I cannot anſwer the queſtion 
propofed to me? Is this the witty princels, they'll cry, 


who valued herſelf for knowledge, and could folve the 


moſt obſcure enigira's ? 


Mr princeſs, ſays one of the ſlaves, torment yourſelf 
no longer about what may happen to-morrow ; would 
it not be better for you to endeavour to prevent your 
confuſion ? There is no great difhcul:y in the queſtion 


he propofed. No, replies Tourandacte; Does he not 


demand of me to tell his own name? I ſee plainly, 
he means himſelf; but how is it poſſible for me to 


know it, who am a perfect ſtranger to him, his family, 


and country. In the mean time, madam, replied the 
| fave, 
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flave, you only promiſed to name him to-morrow, and, 
doubtleſs, you hoped to be able to keep that promiſe. 
I hoped nothing, faid the princeſs, and only demanded 
time to kill myſelf, rather than own my ſhame, and to 
marry the prince. 


Ar theſe words, had not her ſlaves hinder'd, ſhe 
would, in her fury, have ſpoiled that face, for which ſo 
many princes had ſacrificed their lives. 


Wu Altoun Can returned from the council 
chamber to his own apartment, he ſent for the young 
prince of the Nogais, and faid, Ah! fon, eaſe me of 
the diſquiet you have cauſed in my mind. I fear my 
daughter will anſwer your queſtion. Why did you 
bring yourſelf into danger? My lord, ſays Calaf, tis 
impoſſible for the princeſs to name the perſon : I am he, 
and nobody in your court knows me. What you fay, 
cries the king in a tranſport, gives me great fatisfaQtion ; 
for tho” ſhe may eaſily find out the meaning of enigma g 
ſhe can never know your name. 


Taz monarch having pleaſed himſelf, wich confi- 
dering how irapollible it was for his daughter to anſwer 
the queſtion, reſolved to take the diverſion of fowling. 
When they had made a fort of 'running banquet ; the 
Mandarins went firſt out of the palace, in open ivory 
chairs wrought with gold, carried each by fix men, 
two marching before with whips in their hands, and 
two behind with gold plates, on which were engraved 
their ſeveral qualities. The king and Calaf came after 
them in a litter made of the richeſt wood, and carried 
by twenty military officers. Two generals marched on 
"each fide, holding up a large fan to keep off the ſun, 
and 3000 eunuchs cloſed the train. 

Wann 
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Wren they came to the place, where the officers 
of the falconry waited, they began the game with a 
quail-chaſe, which laſted till ſun-ſet. Then the mo- 
narch and his court returned to the palace in the fame 
order ; and, after having eat and drank, retired into 
a large hall, where, when the Mandarins had taken 
their places, the king made Calaf fit by him on* an 
ebony throne, adorned with figures of gold. As ſoon 
as all were ſeated, the fingers and muſicians had done, 
and withdrew to make room for an artificial elephant ; 
which moving forward by fprings into the middle of 
the hall, vomited up ſix dancers, who performed ſeveral 
feats of activity. They had nothing on but ſaſhes about 
their middles, and brocade bonnets on their heads. 


When they had done, they got again into the elephant, 
and went off. 


As ſoon as theſe diverſions were over, the young 
prince, conducted by an eunuch, with a flambeau 
made of ſerpent oil mingled with wax, and ſet in gold, 
prepared for ſleep. Upon entring his apartment, he 
found a young lady dreſſed in a red brocade robe, full 
of filver flowers, and over it another of white fattin 
embroidered with gold, and ſet thick with rubies and 
emeralds. She had on her head a bonnet of plain roſe- 
colour d Taffeta, embroider'd with filver, and ſet with 
pearls, which cover'd only the crown of her head, 
leaving her fine hair buckled with diamonds, and 
intermixed with flowers, expoſed to view. As to her 
ſhape and face, nothing could be more perfect, the 
princeſs of China excepted. As ſoon as the lady faw 
Calaf, ſhe roſe from the ſofa on which the bad laid her 
veil; andafter having made him a low bow, faid, Prince, 
| doubt not you are ſurprized to find a woman _ 

ut 


; 
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But the importance of what I am going to ſay, made 
me deſpiſe all danger, ard I have nothing to do but to 
tell you my errand. R 


He pray'd her to fit down again on the ſofa, where 
he alſo took a ſeat ; then the lady went on with her 
ſtory : © I am the daughter of a prince tributary to 
« Altoun Can. Some years ago my father refuſed to 
« pay the uſual tribute, and put himſelf into a poſture 
« of defence. The king of China provoked at his 
« jnſolence, ſent one of his beft genetals againſt him. 
« A battle was fought near a river, and the Chineſe 
« got the victory. My father was killed in the action; 
*« but before he died, commanded his wife and children 
&« to be flung into the river, to prevent their falling 
« into ſlavery. This inhuman command was executed. 
« They threw me, my mother, and two brothers, 
« into the water. The Chineſe general happening to 


« come by, was moved with compaſſion at ſo horrible 


« a fight, and offer d a reward to any ſoldiers who 
« could fave us. Several Chineſe horſemen imme- 
« diately plunged into the river after our dying bodies, 
then floating on the water; none of which, when 
« taken up, had life in them but mine. I, when 
„ brought on ſhore, breathed. The general took as 
great care of me, as if my captivity would add glory 
4 to his victory. After he had given an account of his 


„ conduct, he preſented me to the king, who placed 


« me with his daughter, who is two or three years 
„younger than I am.” 


Tuo' I was a child, I conſidered myſelf a ſlave, and 
reſalved to add all in my power to pleaſe Tourandede. 


Ever fince, I, and another illuſtrious perſon have been 


her chief confidents. I am of noble blood, therefore 
3 


S in wy i. 


mm © 


-f-- 3-& £5 = =, 


0 


Perfan, TALE S. 167 


you may put the greater confidence in me. Will a 
prirce in love with Tourandocte, give faith to what I 
lay ? Say, Canume, replies Calaf, Hold me no longer 
in ſuſpenc. What have you to tell me of the princeſs 
of China. My lord, rejoins the lady, Tourandoct᷑e has 
formed a deſign to have you aſſaſſinated. ſuſt heaven! 
cried he, how, could ſo black a deiign enter into her 
heart? I will tell you, prince, ſays the lady; this 
morning when ſhe was at the divan, where I ſtood 
behind her throne, the was. mortally vexed at what 
happened, and returned full of hatred againſt you. She 
ſtudied a long time on the queſtion you propoſed to 
her, and not being able to think of an anſwer to her 
mind, ſhe fell into deſpair. The other favourite ſlave, 
and myſelf, did all. in our power lay to bring her into 
temper. We extolied your mien and your wit, and 
told her that the ought to determine to give you her 
hand. But ſhe was deaf to all we faid, and fell a 
railing againſt men in ſuch a manner as ſtopped our 
mouths. I hate him above all the reſt, and will have 
him murdered privately. She has according!y ordered 


ſome truſty eunuchs to aſſaſſinate you to-morrow as you 
go to the divan. 


An! inhuman, perfidious Tourandocte ! cries the 
prince ; does Calaf then appear fo horrible in your 
eyes. Great God ! of what ſtrange adventures does 
my life conſiſt. My lord, ſays the beauteous flave, 
ſink not under your misfortunes. Heaven has pur it 
into my thoughts to fave you. I came. not only to tell 
you of the ſnare that is laid for you, but how you 
may avoid it. By my intereſt, I have gained ſome 
ſoldiers of the guard, who will facilitate your eſcape, 
becauſe there il certainly be ftrit enquiry made after 
you. Fly that fatal court. tron dud dun 

b 
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Let us be gone, and take refuge in the territories 
of Berlas. I, tree from captivity, ſhall enjoy thoſe 
pleaſures which are never known in bondage, and 
you, my lord, may find ſome princeſs worthy of your 
love, who will make it her whole buſineſs to contribute 
to the happineſs of ſo deſerving a prince. 


CALAF anſwered, Fair princeſs! How ſhall I be 
able to expreſs my gratitude for your good intentions. 
[ heartily with it was in my power to conduct you to the 
Horde of the Can of Berlas, who is your kinſman : but 
tell me, Canume, ought I ſo abruptly to quit the palace of 
the Chineſe monarch, who has ſhewed me ſuch reſpeQ ? 
If the princeſs of China will facrifice me, the victim is 


ready. . 


Txt captive princeſs obſerving that Calaf determin- 
ed rather to die than go off with her, burſt into tears, 
and cried, Is it poſſible, my prince, that you ſhould 
prefer aſſaſſination ? Ah! my lord, how did I tremble 
for you, when this morning you appeared before the 
divan ! I was in pain about your not anſwering Touran- 
docte s queſtions right. Do not, fir, ſubmit to a blind 
paſſion. Let us this inſtant quit the ſeraglio, where 
every moment will create freſh torment. My princeſs, 
replied Calaf, I own you can well reward your deliverer, 
and make him happy. But it is my fate to love Tou- 
randede, and ſhould I live from her, my life would not 
be worth regarding. Stay then, ingrate! fays, the lady, 
interrupting him: If you ſee the bottom of my heart, 
I alſo ſee your's. Your averſion to me is as ftrong as 
your love for the princeſs of China. This faid, the put 
on ber veil, and walked off. | 


Tus lady gone, the young prince fat in great per- 
plexity 
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plexity on the ſofa, refleQing on what he had heard. 
She came, faid he, to give me warning of my fate, 
and the generoſity of her foul is a fure ſign of her 
fincerity. Ah ! thou barbarous daughter of the beſt 
of kings, is it thus you abuſe the gifts which heaven 
has bleſt you with? Inſtead of going to ſleep, he paſs'd 
the remainder of the night in a ſtate of melancholy. 
As ſoon as day broke, and notice was given of the 
divan's meeting, fix Mandarins waited upon him to 
conduct him to the- aſſembly. He crofſed the court, 
where he was to be aſſaſſinated, without any thoughts 
of defending himſelf, and came to the firſt hall of the 
divan. He proceeded, thinking every avenue was the 
place where the bloody orders of the princeſs were to 
be executed. He looked on both ſides, expecting the 
murderer, and came at laſt to the hall where the 
doctors and Mandarins were already ſeated. 


Wuen the Clas ſaw the king come in, he de- 
manded of the young prince, whether he remember'd 
his promiſe to relinquith the princeſs, if the anſwer'd 
right to the queſtion he had propoſed. Calaf anſwer'd, 
Yes. Then the Co/a9 addreſſed himſelf to Tourandeode, 
ſaying, And do you, great princeſs, know what oath 
you have taken, and by that you are bound, to name 
the prince? The king, ſatisfied that his daughter could 
not anſwer Calaf s queſtion, faid, You have had all the 
time you could well defire, to think of what was 
propoſed to you ; but if you had a year allowed you 
to contemplate on it, you would at laſt be forced to 
confeſs it is impenetrable ; therefore chearfully give 
your hand to this young prince. My lord, ſays Tou- 
randocte, tho yeſterday I had the ſhame of being 
vanquiſhed, I yet pretend to have the honour of the 
victory. Let him aſk me his queſtion. 


[ Mapan, 
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Mapam, fays the prince of the Nogais, I demand, 
* What is the name of that prince, who, after having 
* endured a thouſand difficulties, and begged his bread, 
&« finds himſelf this moment at the height of glory and 
% joy ©” The prince's name, replied Tourandede, is 
Calaf. As ſoon as the prince heard her name him, 
he fell into a ſwoon. The king and all the aſſembly 
turned pale. 3 | 


Ar ren Calaf recover'd, he thus addreſſed himſelf 
to Tourandocte. Fair princeſs, you are much miſtaken, 
the ſoa of Timurtaſch is not at the height of joy 
and glory ; he is rather over-whelmed with forrow. 
I agree with you, fays the princeſs, you are not fo 
now ; but you were ſo when you put the queftion. 
For which reaſon, prince, inſtead of making uſe of 
frivolous excuſes, freely confeſs, that you have loſt all 
manner of pretenſion to me. However, to keep you no. 
longer in doubt, I now declare before this honourable 
aſſembly, that I am in another diſpoſition, with reſpect 
to your life. The king's friendthip for you, and your 
_ peculiar merit, have determined me to make you my 
huſband. 


$2 Ea AF AVAIL UE EGG. 


CaLlar's mariiazge with the Princeſs of 
Caixa, and the Death of ADetwiis, 


HE Mandarins and doors highly applauded 
| the conduct ot Tourandee ; the king over-joy'd 

embraced her, and faid, My child, you could do 
nothing that would oblige me more. Your averſion 
to mankind made me deſpair of ſeeing any princes ot 


my 
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my blood. Happy I! that your hatred is now at an 
end; and what makes my joy till greater is, that you 
are enamour'd of this young hero whom I love. But 
what charm did you make uſe of to diſcover his name. 
It was, my lord, by an accident natural enough, and 
not by any enchantment. One of my ſlaves went laſt 
night to prince Calaf, and had the 


addreſs to,get from 
him the ſecret. 2 2 Pe 
—- — <-> 


Cnanmine ptinceſs, replies Calaf, out of what an 
abyſs of miſery have you raiſed me, to the higheſt place 
in the world. Ah! forgive my injurious ſuſpicions, 
while you was preparing ſo much felicity for me. 
How impatient am I to expiate at your feet the in- 
juſtice I committed. The young prince was going on 
in this manner, when he was forced to drop his 
amorous diſcourſe, by the coming up of a female ſlave, 
who till that time had ſtood behind the princeſs ; but 
now adyancing into the middle of the aſſembly, made 
the whole audience liften to what ſhe had to ſay. She 
no ſooner lifted up her veil, but Calaf knew her to 


be the fame perſon with whom he converſed the night 


before. Her ghaſtly eyes, and countenance, de- 


noted her bent upon ſome hex Vere all 
unpatient to hear her, when turnt to 7. ourandae, 
ſhe faid, I did not go to the ſon of Timurtaſch to 
do you ſervice. My defign was to deliver myſelf from 
ſlavery, and to rob you of your lover. I prepared 
every thing for our flight together. The 1 

deſpiſed my tenderneſs. I repreſented you the crueleſt 


creature in the world: nay, I told him you determin- 


ed to have him aſſaſſinated this very day. Jealous and 


defpairing, I returned to your apartment, and I told you 
the name you wanted to know, which he dropped in 


one of his tranſports. In ſhort, I thought by that to 
I 2 prevent 


N 
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prevent your marriage. But as my artifice has proved 
ineffectual, I have only this to do. — Here the took a 
cangiar, which was concealed under her robe, and 
plunged it under her breaſt. 


Tuis horrible action ſhocked the whole aſſembly. 
The king and Tourandocte deſcended from the throne 
to fave her life, imagining ſhe had not done enough 
to kill her : but before they came to her aſliſtance, 
ſhe ſtruck the poniard a ſecond time into her breaſt, 
when the princeſs of China continued weeping, and 
faid, My dear Adelmule, why did you not open your 
mind to me laſt night? Why did you not tell me it 
would kill you, if I married prince Calaf? Is there any 
thing I would not have done for ſuch a rival as you? 
At theſe words the captive princeſs opened her dying 
eyes, and, turning them towards Toura ndocte, faid, "Tis 
over. Pity not my fate, but commend my reſolution. 
I ſucked in with my milk the doctrine of Xaca. I am 
going to my original nothing. Here ſhe gave a deep 
ſigh, and expired. 


Tur funeral rites being over, joy and ſplendor 
ſucceeded, and a new face appeared in the court of 
China. The king order'd preparations to be made for 
his daughter's nuptials. While this was doing, ambaſſa- 
dors were ſent to the tribe of Berlas to inform the old 
Can of the Nogais, of what had paſſed, and to deſire 
him to come thither with the princeſs his wife. When 
all things were ready, the marriage was ſolemnized with 
the utmoſt magnificence. Nothing was to be ſeen for a 
whole month, in the great city of Peguin, but thows 
and feſtivals. 


Tus poſſeſſion of Teurandacte did not at all leſſen 
the 
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the love of Calaf. And ſhe who had, till then, looked 
upon all men with contempt, was equally enamour'd with 
the prince. Soon after their marriage-feſtivals were over, 
the ambaſſadors, which Altoun Can had ſent to Calaf's 
father, returned, who brought not only his father and 
mother, but the prince A/inguer himſelf with them, 
to do' honour to Elmaze and Timurtaſch, attended by 
the greateſt lords of his court. 


Tae prince of Negais having notice of their coming, 
met them at the gate of the palace. All three em- 
braced ſeveral times, and their tears, at every embrace, 
water'd the eyes of the Chine/e and Tartars at that time 
preſent. Then Calaf faluted the Can of Berlas, ac- 
knowledg'd the favours he had conferred upon his pa- 
rents, and upon himſelf in particular. To which 
Alinguer replied ; Sir, being ignorant of the dignity of 
your father and mother, I muſt confeſs I have not paid 
them that reſpect which is due to their quality; but to 
make ſome retaliation for that deficiency, I thought I 
could do no leſs than accompany them to the court of 
Altoun Can. Hereupon they all enter'd the palace of 
the king of China, who embraced them all, and then 
conducted them to his cabinet, where he promiſed 
Timurtaſch, whoſe hiſtory he knew, to employ all his 
forces to revenge his cauſe, againſt the ſultan of Ca- 
rizme, and immediately gave orders, that the governors 
of the provinces, and all the ſoldiers under their ju- 
riſdiction, ſhould march with all ſpeed to the lake of 
Baljouta, and there rendezvous till the whole army 
was aſſembled. The Can of Berlas alſo foreſeeing a 
war would ſoon commence, order'd his troops to be in 
readineſs to march on the firſt notice; and ſent im- 
mediately to his generals to repair to the ſame place 
without loſs of time. 


I 3 Wailg 


174 Perfan T ALES. 


Wuirtz Timurtaſch and his queen, the father and 
mother of Calaf, had conceived hopes of being re- 
inſtated on the throne of the Nogats Tartars, they in- 
ſenſibly forgot their paſt misfortunes, and Tourandofte 
being now deliverd of a fine prince, encreaſed their 
joy. Publick rejoycings were made on this oc- 
caſion throughout all the vaſt empire of China. 
Nor did they ceaſe till the couriers brought ad- 
vice, that the troops were arrived at the lake. As 
ſoon as they had this intelligence, Timurtaſch, Calaf, 
and Alinguer, departed to command them; and when 
they arrived there, they found 500,000 men. They 
took their rout to Colan. From thence they marched 
to Cachgar, and enter'd the territories of the ſultan of 
Carizme. That prince, inſtead of being diſhearten'd 
at the approach of ſo many enemies, prepared to give 
them a warm reception with 400,000 men. The twe 
armies met at Cogende, and a bloody battle enſued. At 
length the Chineſe became maſters of the field, and of 


- their enemies. 


- - 


SuLTan Carizme had no way left to eſcape, but 
by fighting through the enemy's forces, and gloriouſly 
Choſe rather to die, than to ſurvive with infamy ; fo 
he continued fighting till he dropped dead. the 
prince his fon had the fame fate; 200,000 men were 
killed and taken priſoners, the reft eſcaped by favour 
of the night. The Chineſe alſo loſt a great number of 
men; but tho” the battle was bloody, it was allo de- 
ciſi ve. Timurtaſch having returned thanks to heaven 
for his ſucceſs, ſent an officer to Pequin to give the 
king of China an account of it, and then advanced 
into the territories of Zagalab, and made biaſelf maſter 
of the city af Carizme. | 
Hans 
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Hax he publiſhed a declaration, ſetting forth, that 
he would invade the rights and privileges of no man ; 
but as God had given him poſſeſſion of the throne of 
his enemy, he would keep it, and that all the coun- 
tries, that were ſubject to the ſultan, ſhould now re- 
ceive his ſon Calaf for their ſovercign. The Carizme- 
nians immediately proclaimed him their ſultan; and 
Timurtaſch went with part of the army to recover his 
own dominions. The Nogats Tartars received him like 
faithful ſubjects; but he, not contented to be re- 
inſtated on his own throne, declared war againſt the 
Circaſſians, to be revenged on them for their perfidy 
to prince Calaf at Fund. He cut their armies to pieces, 
and cauſed himſelf to be declared king of Circaſſia. 
After this, he returned to Zagalay, where he met the 


princeſs Elmaze and Tourandocte, whom Altoun Can had 
ſent thither. | | 


Here was the end of the young prince's misſor- 
tunes. His virtue gained him the love of the Carizme- 
nians, whom he reigned over a long time in peace, and 
continued the fame paſſion for Tourandode ; by whom 
he had another fon, who was, after his death, the 
ſultan of Carizme, and his elder brother by Alicun Can 
choſe emperor of China. Timurtaſch and his queen 
paſſed the reſt of their days at Aſtracan, and the Can 
of Berlas having received from them the reward due to 
his generoſity, returned to his tribe with the remainder 
of his torces. 
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The Hiſtery of Ming BEDRREDDIN Loro, 


and tis Vifer ATALMULE. 
Surnamed the SORROWFUL VIS IEX. 


EDREDDIVN, king of Damaſcus, had, what 
may be called in our days, an honeſt miniſter, 
whoſe name was Atalmule, and who was a true patriot. 
His zeal for the ſervice of his king and country was 
indefatigable ; his genius was extenſive, and his diſ- 
intereſtedneſs was admirable. He was called the For- 


rowful Vifer, becauſe he never laughed at a jeſt, nor 


put hiinfelf out of his uſual gravity. the king one 
day ſmiling, told him of en adventure of his, to 
which the viſier liſten d; but with ſuch ſedateneſs, as 
ſurprized Bedreddin. Atalmule, ſays he, for theſe ten 
years you have been at my court, I have not obſerved 
one joyful look in your countenance. My lord, re- 


Plies the viſier, there is not a mortal upon earth exempt 


from forrow. You have ſome ſecret grief, replics the 
king, which you chuſe to conceal Do you think as 
you ſpeak ? Yes, my liege, replied he, ſuch is the ſtate 
of the ſons of Adam. Is your majeſty in a ſtate of 


perſect happineſs? It is impoſſible for me to be fo, 
cries the king; I have numerous enemies, and the 


| weight of government lies heavy upon my ſhoulders; 


but I am convinced that there are an infinite number 
of my ſubjects, whole joy is uninterrupted. If nobody, 
therefore, is free from veration, they cannot all be 
alike afflicted ; tell me then, why you are ſo inſenſible 
of pleaſure? My lord, replied Atalmule, the account 
of my life will readily diicoyer io you the cauſe of 
my anxiety. 


The 
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ee 
The Hſtiry of the SoRROWTUL VIS IE, 


And of 
The Princeſs ZE Lica BEGUME. 


Y father's name was Coeaja Abdallah, à rich: 

jeweller of Bagdad, who ſpared no expence in 
my education. After I was well verſed in various lan- 
guages, and a thorough proficient in many uſeful 
ſciences, he reſolved I ſhould viſit other Aan countries. 
I naturally loved pleaſure, which cauſed him grief. 
But how can the wiſe counſel of a father prevail over 
a debauched ſon! I never heeded what the old gentle- 
man faid, but imputed all to the peeviſhneſs of age. 
One day he made me walk with him in the garden, 
and faid, My advice has hitherto proved ineffectual; 
you will ſoon get rid of fo troubleſome a counſellor ; 
I am going to launch into eternity. I ſhall leave you 
immenſely rich ; and if you are ſo unhappy as laviſhly 
to ſquander it away, be ſure to have recourſe to the 
tree in the middle of the garden: tie a rope to one ot 
the branches, and prevent the miſeries which attend 


poverty. 


He died, I buried him magnificently, and took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the eſtate, which I found ſo great as to en- 
courage my extravagance. I encreaſed my ſervants, 
got all the young fellows of the city about me, was 
guilty of all kinds of debauchery, and ſoon ſpent all. 
My friends, domeſticks, and acquaintance, immedi- 
ately abandon'd my dwelling. I then, too late, re- 
member d my father's words. I was pierced to the 
heart for not following his advice. I did not forget he 

| 15 adviſed. 
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adviſed me to hang myſelf, if I was ever reducal to 
poverty. Let me, ſaid I, follow his council at leaſt in 
this caſe, tho I did not in my economy. I fold my 
houſe, and, in this fit of deſpair I bought a rope, and 
ran to the tree in the garden. I put two large ſtones to 
the bottom of the branch, where I had fixed the cord, 
and making a running nooſe at the other end, I put it 
about my neck; after which, I leaped off the two 
ſtones, and was almoſt ſtrangled, when the branch of 
the tree broke down. I fell with it. After a little 
time I recover'd my ſenſes, and, looking round about, 
I was furprized to fee foine diamonds that fell out of 
it, for it was hollow. I thought the trunk was fo 
likewiſe, and ran for an axe; then cutting thro' it, 
found a vaſt quantity of rubies, emeralds, and all kinds 
of precious ftones. I inſtantly took the rope off my 
neck, and my grief was converted into joy. 


Tuis adventure convinced me of my father's love 
and prudence, and I determined, for the future, to 
purſue his courſe of lite. As I before had made 
pleaſure my buſineſs, I now reſolved to make buſineſs 
my pleaſure. I well knew the value of precious ftones, 
and enter d into partnerſhip with two jewellers of 
Bagdad, who were bound for Ormus. We all three 
embarked, lived merrily on board, and were almoſt at 
the end of our voyage, when I perceived my partners 
were not ſo honeſt as I imagined. We drank plenti- 
fully. About midnight I fell aſſeep on a ſofa ; while 
I lay ſnoring, they threw me into the fea. I awoke as 
they carried me to the fide of the veſſel ; but knew 
not where I was, till I plunged into the water. Tt 
was foul weather, but the waves kept me alcft, and 
by the peculiar providence of heaven, threw me at the 
foot of a mountain, near the point of the gulph. When 

[ landed, 
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I landed, I found myſelf tolerably well ; and ſpent the 
remainder of the night in thankſgiving for my deli- 
verance. 


Ar day- break I climbed up the mountain aer great 
difficulty, and there found ſome peaſants gathering 
chryſtal to ſell at Ormus, and told them the uſage | 
had met with. They took pity on me, gave me pro- 
viſions, and conducted me to the city. I went to a 
caravanſerail to lodge, where the firit man I ſaw was 
one of my inhuman partners. He, extremely furprie- 
od, ran to ſeek out his comrade, to inform him of my 
ſafe arrival, and to concert meaſures for my unexpected 
reception. Soon after they both enterd the caravan- 
ſerail. They paſſed me unobſerved in the court- yard. 
Ah! villains, cried I, heaven has render'd your perhdy 
aſeleſs; in ſpite of your barbarity, I ſtill live. At this 
exclamation, one of them had the impudence to bau! 
out ; You thief, you rogue, what is the trick you 
would put upon us? They then beat me. I threaten d 
to complain to the Cay; but they got thither before 
me, and by making him a preſent of ſome of my own 
jewels, prevailed upon him to load me with irons, and 
ſend me to priſon. 


Tus peaſants, who brought me to Orm1s, being 
informed that I was in jail, went to the Cady, and told 
him all that had paſſed between us on the mountain. 
Upon this the judge reſolved to ſearch into the bottom of 
this affair, and immediately ſent for the two jewellers ; 
but they, conſcious of their villainy, ran to the ſhip 
and put to ſea. The Cady, now convinced of iny inno- 
cence, releaſed me. | 


Berxs thus deliverd from the ſea, my judge, and 
my 
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my two honeft partners; deſtitute of money, friends, 
and credit, I was abliged to- live upon charity, or die- 
for hunger. I ſet out the next day after my enlargement 
for the plains of Lar, between the mountains and the 


Perfian gulph. 


He RE I overtook a caravan of merchants, who were 
going to Chiras. I did them ſeveral little ſervices, 
and was well uſed on the journey. I ftaid there with 
them, at the time king Shad Tabmaſpe kept his court 
in that city. 


One day coming from the grand moſyue to my 
lodgings, I ſaw one of the king of Perfia's officers. 
He came up to me, 2nd faid, Young man, of what 
country are you? You ſeem. to be a ftranger, and in 
no very good circumſtances. I anfwer'd, I was a native 
of Bagdad, that things were not fo. well with me now 
as formerly, and then told him my ſtory. How old are 
you, faid he ; I replied, nineteen. Hereupon he con- 
ducted me to a fine apartment in the king's palace, and 
there alked my name, which I told him was Haſan. 
Haſan, replied he, I am forry for thy misfortunes. I 
at the king of Perſias Capi-Aga, and will be a father 
to thee. A page's place is vacant in the Caſoda, and 
thou thalt have it; far I know not a youth among 
the Caſodali, who cuts ſo good a figure. He took 
me under his protection, had me dreſſed like a page, 
and inſtructed me in the duties of my office; which 
[ diſcharged in ſuch a manner, as ſoon gained me the 
eftcem of. Zuluflis, and redounded to the hanour of my 


patron. 


ALL the pages of the twelve tribes, as well as other 


officers, were. forbidden, on pain of death, to ſtay. in 
ca: 
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the garden of the ſeraglio, after a certain hour, becauſe 
the ladies then came out a walking. I inſenſibly letting 
the time flip, made all poſſible ſpeed to return to the 
palace; when I was ſtopped at the end of the alley 
by a lady, faying, Why in fuch haſte? It was a light 
evening, and I perceiving her to be young and beau- 
tiful, anſwer'd abruptly, If you belong to the palace, 
you know the reaſon. Is it not as much as my life is 
worth? You have thought of it too late then, ſays 
ſhe, thank your ſtars that you have met me, or you 
had died in a moment. Amazed ! I cried, unhappy 
mortal, to be no more vigilant! Give over your ſur- 
prize, rejoins ſhe, I think you ought not to look upon 
yourſelf as unhappy. I have youth and beauty, and 
flatter myſelf there are few in this ſeraglio more 
agreeable. Fair lady, faid I, tho' I cannot by this 
light view your charms to advantage; tho” I fee more 
than enough to inflame me; yet, imagine yourſelf in 
my fituation, and you will confeſs it is not very pleaſant. 
I own it, replies the ; however, your deſtruction is not 
ſo ſure as you imagine; the king is a good prince, and 
may pardon. you. What are you? One of the Caſedali, 
nuadam, Well then, ſaid the, be ruled by me. Think 
not to-day. of what may befall you to-morrow. Heaven 
reſerves that knowledge to itſelf, and, perhaps, has 
prepared a Way for you to eſcape this danger. If 
you knew who I was, and e honour this adventure 
might do you, inſtead of . waſting theſe happy moments, 
you would caſt off all melancholy reflections, and look 
upon yourſelf as the moſt happy of mortals. I re- 
ſolved to. improve the occaſion, and took the lady in my 
arms; but ſhe was ſo far from yielding to my careſles, 
that ſhe cried out, and I was inſtantly ſurrounded by ten 
or twelve women, who had concealed themſelves to 
lien to our diſcourſe. 5 


IrRER 
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Urne really thonght ſhe was ſome ſlave of the 
princeſs of Perſia, who did it for diverſion. The 
other women laughed at what paſſed ; and tho' the 
ſeemed in a fright, one of them ſaid, Cale-Cairi, what 
think you of ſuch another frolick. No, replied the, 
I will do fo no mere. I have paid for my curioſity. 
The ſlaves rallied me, and faid, the page is for the 
preſent minute. It is pity he ſhould die for ſtaying 
too long in the garden. She, whom I firſt met, ad- 
drefling herſelf to another, faid, It is you, my princeſs, 
muſt determine his fate. Well then, replied the, let 
him not die this time. But to make this adveature a 
little more pleaſant to him, an d that he may the longer 
remember it, carry him to my apartment, which as yet 
no man ever ſavy. I was immediately cloathed in a 
woman's dreſs, and, making one of the princeſs's train, 
followed to her apartment, where nothing was to be ſeen 
an all. ſides but gold and filver, and perfumed lamps, 
whoſe odour was very agreeable. 


I exTEzR'p the chamber of Zelica Beghume the 
princeſs of Per/ia, where twenty brocade ſtools were 
placed on a tapeſtry carpet, on which all the ladies 
ſeated themſelves in a circle, and made me do the like. 
After this Zelica called for reſteſuments, when fix old 
ſlaves enter'd, and diſtributed among us Mahrama's, 
and then ſerved round a fillad made of herbs of 
various kinds, citron juice, and the pith of cucumbers. 
She gave it firit to the princeſs in a cocno's beak, who 
eat, and gave another to the flave on her right hand ; 
and ſo it went round till the baſon was empty. After 
this, they brought water in chryſtal cups. The colla- 
tion being over, convertation began. Cale-Cairi, who, 
with deſign or chance, placed herſelf oppoſite to me, 
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ſmiled, and ſometiines by her looks informed me, that 
the was pleaſed with my behaviour in the garden. 
I could not forbear ogling her too. Then Zelica 
aſked my name, and how long I had been a page ; 
when I had given anſwers to her interrogatories ; - 
Well, Haſan, ſays ſhe, you know this place is nat for 
men, and I am Zelica; yet forget where you are, 
and who I am. Be as free, and frankly tell me which 
of theſe young women molt pleaſes your fancy? I pre- 
fently gave the preference to the charms of C:le-Cairi. 
But lett I thould have affronted Zellen, | added, the 
ought not to put herſelf on a footing with her flaves, 


fince where ſhe appeared, nothing could be deemed 
beautiful. 


SHE, inſtead of being offended, faid, I am glad vow. 
have given to her the preference. She is my favourite, 
which is a proof of your good taite. Now the ptinceſs 
and all the ſlaves rallied Cale-Cairi upon the triumph of 
her charms, which ſhe returned with a great deal of 
wit. Then Zelica cauſed a lute to be brought, and bid 
her ſhew her lover what ſhe could do. She play'd on 
the inſtrument fo well, and accompanied it with her 
voice ſo finely, that I was tranſported ; I threw myſolf 
at her feet diſſolved in love and pleafure. At this they 
all fell again into laughter, which laſted till an old ſlave 
came to tell them it was near day, and time for me to 
depart. She accordingly led ine to a little gate, of 

which ſhe had the key; and it was very light when 1 
got out of the palace. 


Sous hours after I went to my fellow- pages, when 
the Oda Bachi demanded why I lay out of my lodging. 
J told him, that a merchant of Ch:ras, with whom 
1 was * — being about to 2 

O 
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from Baſra, kept me at his houſe all night in drink- 
ing ; which he believed. Eight days after, an eunuch 
came to the king's chamber door ; I aſked his buſineſs. 
Is not your name Haſan, ſaid he? I anſwered, yes. 
He then put a billet in iny hand, and was gone in a 
moment. The contents were, If you are diſpoſed 
« to-morrow night, to be in the garden of the ſeraglio, 
« after the hour of retiring, and at the fame place I. 
„ met you, you ſhall find one, who is very ſenſible of 
the preference you gave her to all the princeſs's. 


„% wamen?” 


Tuo' I thought Cale-Cairi, had ſome liking to 
me, I could not imagine ſhe would have wrote to me. 
Pleaſed with my good fortune, I aſked leave of the 
Oda Bachi to viſit a derviſe lately arrived from Meccg. 
He granted it, and I iaſtantly flew to the garden of 
the ſeraglio. Soon after, I at length perceived a lady 
drawing near, whom I knew to be the ſame, for whom 
I waited. I went up to her, tranſported with joy, 
threw myſelf at her feet. Riſe, Haſan, fays ſhe, may 
I believe it poſſible that you think me handlomer than 
all my companions, and even than the princeſs Zelica / 
Doubt it not, replied I, oh too lovely Cale-Cairi 
Your image always will be preſent in my mind, tho' 
you ſhould not think of me kindly. I am glad you 
ſtill perſiſt in this opinion, replied ſhe, becauſe your 
youth, your perſon, your wit, and above all, he pre- 
ference you gave me to thole fair ladies, haz made you 
amiable in my fight. But yet, my dear Haſan, con- 
tinued ſhe, I know not whether I ought to rejoice at 
the conqueſt my eyes have. made, or. look upon it as 
an event which will cauſe my miſery. The princeſs 
of Zelica loves you, and will ſoon make you happy. 


Can your love of me hold out againſt ſo powerful a 
rival ? 
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rival? Here I began to interrupt her, ſaying, My 
deareſt Cale-Cairi, neither Zelica, nor any other 
empreſs, however potent, ſhall ſhake my conſtancy. 
You are the loadſtone, I the needle. Tho' Schah 
Tahmaſpe would reſign to me the kingdom of Perſia, 
and adopt me for his heir ; to you, and to you alone 
would I facrifice that dignity. Oh! unhappy Haſan ! 
replies the lady, If you make ungrateful returns for 
her kindneſs, we are both undone. It is much better 
for me to ſubmit to her ſuperior charins. No, no, 
laid I, let me rather banith myſelf the court, to de- 
fend you from Zelica's reſentment. And do you forget 
by little and little the unfortunate Haſan. pro- 
nounced this with ſuch energy, that the lady burft 
into tears, and cried out, you are in an error, you are 
worthy of being deceived. Know, therefore, that I 
am the real Zelica. The night you came to my 
palace, I repreſented Cale-Cairi, and now reſume my 
own name. Tho' you have more love than ambition, 
am now convinced it will be no ſmall addition to your 
happineſs to be informed that it is a princeſs who is 
enamoured of you. I told Zelica that the exceſs of 
my paſſion was inexpreſſible, and was going on in this 
manner, when ſhe interrupted me, by ſayiag, Ambition 
has but little command over the hearts of females WhO 
are locked up. You delight me, and that is ſufficient. 
We'paſſed the whole night in diſcourſing in the garden. 
A lictle before day Cale-Cairi came, and led me out of 


the palace. 


I now gave myſelf over to the moſt agreeable re- 
preſentations that can enter into the mind of a mortal. 
But alas! when I was juſt arriving at the height of 
my wiſhes, an unlucky event, at once robbed me of 
all my expectations. I heard Zelica was fallen ill, Fa 

. oon 
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ſoon after it was rumoured about the palace, that ſhe 
was dead. I could not give any credit to this report, 
till I aw preparations made for her funeral, and was 
convinced of the truth by the univerſal grief of the 
Perfians, and the honours paid to her memory. All 
the pages of the chambers marched firſt, naked from 
the head to the middle. Some ſcratched their arms, 
others made inciſions in their fleſh, and I, in deſpair, 
wounded myſelf in ſeveral places. Our officers followed 
us with long rolls of Chineſe paper, hanging down from 
their turbans, on which were written in large cha- 
raQters, ſome paſſages out of the Alceran, and verſes in 


praiſe of the deceaſed, which were ſung with an air as 


doleful, as reſpective. 


ArTEer theſe came the corpſe in a cedar coffin, 
covered with filver plates, which was carried by twelve 
perſons of quality, each holding in his hand the end of 
a ruban, which was faſtened to the cover ; all her 
women followed, making terrible howlings. When the 
body came to the burial-place, the whole company 
bawled out Laylah [allah ; and the blood I had loft 
cauſed me to faint away. I was immediately carried to 
our chambers, and rubbed over with an excellent balm, 
by the uſe of which, in two days, my wounds were 
healed, and three days after I quid the court and the 
City of Chiras. 


I TrRAvErLEd all that night, and the next day lay 
down to repoſe myſelf on the ground, when there came 
to me a young perſon, in a very odd dreſs, and pre- 
ſented me with a green branch, repeating ſome Perfian 
verſes, to beg alms. I had nothing for my ſelf, and 
as I offered him nothing, he imagined I did not un- 
derſtand the language. He then repeated ſome Arabian 


verſes, 
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verſes, and finding nothing coming, faid, brother, I 
don't believe you want charity, but that you have 
nothing to beſtow. You are in the right, friend, faid I, 
I have not a ſingle aſper. Ah! cried he, I pity thee, and 
will give thee relief. 


Tuis anſwer occaſioned my ſurprize, as I expected 
from him nothing but prayers and vows ; when he con- 
tinuing his diſcourſe, ſaid, I am one of thoſe holy 
children called Faquirs, who live on alms, and am taught 
to move compaſſion, by an air of mortification. 'Tho' 
to ſay the truth, ſome of our fraternity are fools enough 
to be what they appear, and faft for ten Cays together, 
yet we are not fo ſtrait laced. Will you be ore of our 
brethren ? I am going to two of them at Be,, if you 
will make a fourth come along. 


HAS AT tirns FAQUIR. 


AcrtetD to join them, and he conducted me to 

Bojt. We lived all the way upon dates, rice, and 
other good things which were given us in the towns and 
villages through which we paſſed. At length we ar- 
rived at Bot, and entered a little houſe where we found 
our two brethren. They kindly received us, and ſeem- 
ed greatly pleaſed with my refolution. When I was 
well inſtructed in the myitery of diſſimulatian and 
grimace, they dreſſed me like themſelves, and obliged 
me to accompany them about the city and ſuburbs: 


I came home every night with ſome pieces of ſilver, 


which ſerved to make me merry; and being too young 


to reſiſt the example of theſe Fqui-s, I fell into all forty 
ot 
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of debauchery, and by this means infenfibley loſt the 
remembrance of Zelica. 


Hex I ſtaid too years, and would have ſtaid longer, 
had not he who engaged me in their ſociety, perſuaded 
me to travel. We accordingly paſſed thro' the king- 
dom of Segeſtan to the city of Candahar, and took up 
our lodging at a caravanſerail, where we were well 
uſed on account of our habit. The inhabitants were 
all in a hurry, making preparations to celebrate the 
feaſt of Giulous. Every one, even at court, was am- 
bitious to ſhew their affection for king Farouæc hab, who 
was both beloved, and feared by all his ſubjects. No 
body daring to refuſe the Faguirs admittance, or ſtop 
them for their habits ſake, we went the next day to 
court. As we were looking about very attentively, 
I felt ſomebody twitch me by the fleeve, and ob- 
ſerved the eunuch of Schah Tahmaſpe's palace ſtanding 
near me, who put into my hand a letter ; faying, My 
lord Haſan, notwithſtanding your dreſs, I thought I 
knew you. Why did you leave the court of Perfia to 
come to Candahar. Was it the ſudden death of the 
princeſs Zelicu. I cannot tell you preſently faid he; but 


will fatisfy your curioſity. Meet me here to-morrow at 
the ſame hour. 


| IruncrvaLLy came at the time appointed, and he 
drawing near, faid, let us go out of the palace; we 


went thro the city to the gate of a large houſe, of 


which he had the key. The rooms were well fur- 
nithed, fine carpets on the floors, and rich fofa's. 
Near adjoining was a garden in good order, in the 
middle of which, was a baſon of jaſper full of chryſtal 
Water. 
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My lord Haſan, ſays the eunuch, how do you like this 
place? Very well, replied I ; I am glad of that, rejoined 
he, I hired it for you yeſterday. You mult alſo have 
ſome ſlaves to attend you. I will go and buy ſome 
while you bathe. In the name of God, faid I, What 
do you bring me here for ? 


CHAPOUR was a long while before he returned 
with four ſlaves laden with linen, cloaths, and proviſions, 
which occaſioned in me various reflections. He ob- 
ſerved my uneaſineſs, but faid he could not help me, 
adding, it muſt be night before you can be informed 
of what you want to know. Night came, and lamps 
were lighted up in all the fineſt apartments. Chapour 
bore me company, and deſired me frequently to exerciſe 
my patience. At length we heard a knocking at the 
door, the eunuch opened it, and led in a lady, who 
no ſooner lifted up her veil, than I knew it was Cale- 
Cairi. My lord, favs ſhe, How much ſoever you are 
aſtoniſhed to ſee me, you will be more ſo when you 
hear what I have to fav. The eunuch withdrew, and 
we both fat down together. You very well remember, 
my lord Haſan, faid ſhe, that the laſt night you faw 
Zelica, ſhe made you promiſe never to forget her. 
The next day I repreſented to her what a folly it was 
for a princeſs of her rank, to run the hazard of her 
lite and dignity for the love of a page, and endeayoured 
all I could to difſuade her from her intention. But 
finding all my arguments vain, I faid ; then, madam, 
we muſt contrive ſome ſcheme for you to ſee him 
often : I know but one, which is, for you to quit the 
court immediately, to forget your birth and grandeur, 
and to live as if you was deſcended from poor parents. 


Is it poſſible, madam, for you to make Haſan ſuch 
a 
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a ſacrifice? Don't I love him, replied ſhe, fighing ? 
Tell me where and how I may fee him, I will go 
this very moment. Well then, faid I, fince I find 
there is no turning you from your beloved object, I 
know an herb, which if you put a leaf of it into your 
ear, you in a ſhort time will fall into a lethargy, and 
ſeem dead. Your funeral obſequies will be performed, 
and the night following I will take you out of your 
tomb. 


On heaven ! replied I, is it poſſible the princeſs 
Zelica ſhould be alive! Where is ſhe? My lord, 
rejoins Cale-Cairi, ſhe is now living. We put my - 
project in execution. The princeſs fell fick, and kept 
her bed. The king's phyſicians preſcribed medicines, 
of which I made no uſe. Her fever grew worte and 
worſe, and when I judged it proper for her to expire, I 
conveyed a leaf into her ear, and ran immediately to 
inform the king, that Zelica was dying, and begged to 
ſee him. He came in an inſtant, and obſerving her 
colour come and go, as the herb operated, he burſt 
into tears. My lord, fays Zelica, in dying accents, 
having experienced your tenderneſs, I conjure you by 
the great God, to order this my laſt requeſt may be 
punctually fulfilled. I deſire that none of my women 
may be admitted to come near me, excepting Cale-Cairi. 
Let her watch over me the firſt night, and be ſuffered 
to mourn over my tomb alone. 


Tae king promiſed that every thing the requeſted 
ſhould be performed ; but, my lord, adds Zelica, | 
have one thing more to aſk, which is, that Cale-Cairi 
may be made free, as ſoon as T'am laid in my tomb; 
and that you will make her royal preſents, worthy 
of the fidelity of a favourite flave. Schah Tahmaſpe 


anſwered, 
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anſwered, If I muſt loſe you, I ſwear your favourite 


ſhall go where ſhe pleales, and have what treaſure ſhe 
demands. | 


Tus king kad no ſooner done ſpeaking, than the 
princeſs died in appearance, and he retired to his own 
apartment. I waſhed and perfumed her body, wrap- 
ped it up in white linen, and it was carried to the 
burial place, where I alone, by his majeſty's expreſs 
command, watched over it the firſt night. Finding 
the coaſt clear, and her lethargy over, I took her out 


of the coffin before day, then we haſtened to the place 


where Chapour waited for our coming. That truſty 
ſlave conveyed the princeſs to a little houſe he had 


| hired, and I paſſed the remaiader of the night at the 


ſepulchre, and in the interim made up a bundle like a 


corpſe, covered it with the fame linen, and laid it in 
the coffin. 


NexT morning, the princeſs's other ſlave came ta 

t ke my place, which I did not leave without ſhewing 
tho'e grimaces that generally attend on ſuch as are 
ſorely affected with grief. The king being inſormed 
of theſe tokens of my eſteem, ordered me ten thouſand 
ſ:quins, and gave me leave to depart with Chapour. 
After which, I went to my miſtreſs to congratulate 
her on the ſuccets of our ſtratagem. The ſucceeding 
day we ſent a meſſenger to the king's chamber with a 
billet, defiring you to come to us, but were informed, 
that you was indiſpoſed. Three days after we ſent 
again, when we heard you had left the ſeraglio. I 
ain not to blame that you have been kept thus long 
aſunder ; and Zelica has heartily repented of her im- 
prudence, for not letting you into the ſecret. We 
ſearched for you every where, but deſtitute of all 
manner 
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manner of hopes, we took the road towards the Indus, 
thinking you might have taken the fame courſe ; we 
ſearched thro” every city we paſſed for you, but to 
no purpoſe. As we were one day travelling with a 
caravan of merchants, we were ſuddenly attacked by a 
large gang of robbers, who took from us all our gold 
and jewels, carried us to Candahar, and fold us to a 
flave merchant, who reſolved to thew Zelica to the king. 
He charmed wi:h the fight of her, aſked of what 
country ſhe was? The princeſs replied, of Ormus, and 
gave the ſame evaſive anſwer to all his queſtions. How- 
ever he bought us, and allotted for us one of the beſt 
apartments in his palace. 


Hexe I interrupted her, crying out, Oh heavens ! 
how can I hope to ſee Zelica again, who is thut up in a 
ſeraglio! If ſhe ſubmits to king Firouzchaeb's paſſion, 
her life muſt be nulſerable ! If ſhe ſhould be contented 
in her ſituation, can I be ſo with mine? I am glad, 
replies Cale-Cairi, that your ſentiments are fo delicate. 
The king loves her exceedingly, but ſhe not being able 
to forget you, refuſes to comply with his deſires; and 
never was one more rejoyced than ſhe, when Cha- 
pour told her he had met you. She ordered the 
eunuch immediately to hire a houſe ready furniſhed, 
and to ſee you wanted nothing. I am now come to 

e for your meeting. To-morrow night we will 
come to this houſe ; this faid, the and Chapour return- 


ed to Zelica. 


I covLD not ſleep a wink all that night, and waited 
with the utmoſt impatience all the next day. In the 
evening I heard a knocking at my gate, and ſoon after 


my princeſs entered the room. I threw my ſelf at. 


her feet, and cmbraced her knees, without being able 
to 
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to ſpeak a word. She obliged me to rife and fit down 
by her on a ſofa. Hu/an, faid the, I thank heaven 
we are met again; let us hope it will remove the new 
oblacle that prevents our being together. If we have 
not the pleaſure of being always together, we tha!l 
have that of hearing from each other every day. |] 
then told her my adventures, more particularly of my 
entering among the Faquirs. Ah ! Haſan, faid ſhe, 
have you lived fo long in fuch auſterity for my ſake ! 
for I took care to let her know nothing of the life I led 
under that religious habit. We converſed together till 
it was near day-light, when the princels, Cale-Cairi, 
and Chapour withdrew. 


Tur next day I met the Faquir, who accompanied 
me to Candahar. After we had embraced, I faid, My 
friend, I was coming to tell you what has happened to 
me, thinking my a ſence might have cauſed you uneaſi- 
neſs. Yes, replied he, I have been in ſome pain for 
you. But how finely you are ſet off! While I have 
been fretting, I find you have paſſed your time very 
agreeably. Yes, friend, faid I ; I own to thee that 
I am ten thouſand times happier than thou canſt 
rmagine ; and I will make thee partaker of my hap- 
pineſs. Leave thy caravanſerail, and come and lodge 
with me. This faid, I led him to my houſe, and 
ſhewed him the rooms. He faid they were very fine, 
crying out every moment, good God! what has Haſan 
done more than others. What, brother, faid I, are 
you troubled at my proſperity. No, replied he, I am 
always pleaſed to fee my friends happy. I thought 
him ſincere, and thus put myſelf in the power of one 
of the moſt perfidious villains upon earth. Cone, faid 
I, we muſt be merry together/to-day ; and provided for 


him an elegant entertainment. 
K Wuey 
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Wurn we grew warm, he prevailed upon me to 
diſcover to him the whole myitery of this affair, faying, 
J love thce too well to do thee any injury. Deluded 
by his protetſion of friendthip, and over-powered with 
liquor, 1 hid nothing from him. As I was giving him 
an imper.ect & tch of the charms of Zelica, he inter- 
rupted me, taying, This lady muſt needs be a wonderful 


beauty, if the king of Candahar is fo charmed with 


her. I antiwered, the is more lovelv than I can deſcribe. 
She will be here to-morrow, and thine own eyes ſhall 
judge of her beauty. At theſe words the Faquir em- 
braced me with tranſport, and faid, if you perform your 


promiſe, you will do me the greateſt pleaſure in the 
world. 


When the time drew near for our next meeting, I 
told my friend it was not proper he ſhould be ſeen in 
ray apartment when the princeſs came; but that 1 
would do ail in my power to get him permiſſion to be 
adinitted one of the company. While we were talking, 
Zelica knocked at the door. The Faquir hid himſelf 
in the cloſet. The princeſs gave me her hand, and 
1 led her in; begging of her that the Faquir, who 
came with me to Candahar, and to whom I have given 
an apartment in my houfe, might make one of our 
company. Haſan, replied the, what is it you alk ? 
Inſtead of expoſing me to the fight of men, you ſhould 
conceal me as much as poſſible. Madam, replicd I. 
he is my friend, and you ſhall have no cauſe to com- 
plain of your compliance with my requeſt. 'Tho' my 
heart miſgives me, faid the, I can refuſe you nothing. 
Hereupon, I called him, and to pleaſe me, ſhe be- 


haved very civilly. We three, with Cale-Cairi, fat. 


down together at table. My comrade was about 30 
| | years 
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vears of age, had wit at will, and ſoon let the ladies 
know that he was a ſcandal to his profeſſion. Aſtet 
ſupper, the Faquir called briſkly for wine, and drank 
himſelf into a rare pickle. His brains and tongue 
were inflamed, ke talked iinpudently, and had the in- 


ſolence to tirow his arms round the princeſs's neck, and 
kiſs her. 


ZELICA entaged, puth'd him from her, ſaying, 
Hold, firrah, thou deſerveſt to be chaſtiſed by Haſan's 
ſlaves. This faid, ſhe put on her veil and went away; 
I followed to appeaſe her, but in vain. You ſee now, 
ſays the, it was not prudent to bring the Faguir among 
us. I will never more come to vour houſe while he 
lodges in it; and then left me. I returned with great 
concern, accuſed the Faquir of indiſcretion, adding, 
ſhe, perhaps, will never forgive me, for preſſing her 
to admit you into our ſociety. You don't know, fays 
he, what creatures women are. Her pretended anger 
was only affectation. Had I been with her alone, 
1 ſhould have found her much more yielding. I 
initantly ordered my ſlaves to conduct him to his own 
room, hoping he would own his error the next 
morning. He expreſſed his forrow with ſuch con- 
cern as moved my compatlion ; adding, to atone for 


my indiſcretion, I will inſtantly remove far from this 
City. 


I nap ſcarcely done writing when Chapour came 
in. I gave him my letter, and he foon brought me 
an anſwer ; in which the ſeemed willing to excuſe 
the Faguir, upon condition he quitted my houſe in 
twenty-lour hours, and ſhe could be aſſured of his 
repentance. I ſhewed hi::1 the letter; he tolu we be ore 
the eunuch, that he durit not tee her alter this rude 

K 2 action, 
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action, and would leave Candabar on the morrow. 
Chapour returned, to give the princeſs an account of 
the Faguir's intention. I rejoiced at this event, but 
faid, ſince we rut part, let us put off our ſeparation 
as long as we can. I will order a upper. When we 
were juſt fitting down to the table, Chapour came in 
with a ragout in a golden plate, faying, I bring you 
this, which has been juſt ſerved up to the king's table, 
and was fo delicious, that he ſent it immediately to 
Zelica, who ſends it to you. We eat it up; and 
the Faguir cried out, Ah, young man, how great is 
thy felicity ! 


We drank all night, and when day appeared, I gare 
him a purſe of ſequins, which Chapour had brought 
me from his miſtreſs. He thanked me, and departed. 
Tired with fitting up, I laid me down on a ſofa and 
fell aſleep ; and was ſome hours after awaked at a 
great noiſe in the houſe. I roſe to know the reaſon 
of it, and to my great terror, beheld fome of Firouz- 
chab's guard. The officer who commanded them faid, 
Follow me, we have orders to conduct you to the 
palace. I aſked what crime I had committed ? We 
know not, replied” he, we are only ordered to carry 
you before the king; but will tell you for your com- 
fort, if you are innocent, you are ſafe. He is a very 


juſt prince, and will not pronounce the fatal ſentence 


without "convincing proof. When we came to the 
palace, I ſaw four gibbets erected. Without doubt, 
faid I to myſelf, Firouzchah has diſcovered my iatrigues 
with Zelica. 


Here no perſon, except the prince, his grand viſier, 
myſelf, and the Faquir, were permitted to ſtay. As 
ſoon as I ſaw my traiterous friend, I doubted not of 
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the cauſe of my ſummons. Is it thou, ſays the king 
to me, who haſt private meetings with my favourite ? 
Speak, and anſwer exactly to the queſtions I hall 
propoſe. — Were you not told before you came to Can- 
dahar, that I puniſh criminals ſeverely. I anſwered 
yes. Why then, replied. he, haſt thou dared to com- 
mit the greateſt of all crimes. Sir, faid I, May your 
majeſty live for ever. But you know love is the 
ſtrongeſt of all our paſſions, and makes us fear nothing. 
I am ready to be the victim of your juſt wrath; nor 
will I complain of any torments you ſhall put me to 
if you will forgive your favourite ſlave. I came to 
diſturb your peace, and it is I only that deſerve pu- 
niſhment. 


Wutz I was talking thus, Zelica, followed by 
Chapour, and Cale-Cairi, were brought in by an officer. 
'The princeſs hearing my laſt words, ran and threw 
herſelf at the king's feet, crying, Pardon him, my lord, 
your wrath ſhould fall on the guilty ſlave who has 


betrayed you. Ah traitor ! ſays the king to me, ex- 


pect no favour. You ſhall die. Then turning to 
Zelica, added, Ah ingrate ! Dare you beg mercy for 
this wretch, and ſhew your amorous rage before me ? 
Viſier, ſaid he, Let them both be faſtened to the gibbet; 
and become the food of the fowls of the air. 


HoLp, my lord, cried I, be careful how \you treat 

a king's daughter. Let your furious jealouſy have 
ſome regard for that auguſt blood, which flows in 
her veins. Firouzchah ſeemed ſhocked at theſe words, 
and ſternly demanded, To what prince ſhe owed her 
birth? When the cried out, Oh indiſcreet Haſan! 
I was in hopes of dying in comfort, and that no foul 
mould know my rank. You cover me with ſhame by 
K 3 re- 
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revealing this ſecret. Then addreſſing herſelf to his 
majeſty, faid, The ſlave whom thou condemneſt to 
this infamous death, is the only daughter of Schah 
Tahmaſpe. She then told him her whole ſtorv, which 
when finiſhed, the deſired to be put to death imme- 
diately. Madam, ſays the king, I am too juſt not to 
forgive your infidelity. I complain of it no longer, bur 
reſtore you to liberty. Live for your lover, and may 
the happy Haſan live for you. I alſo ſet at liberty 
Chapour and your confidante. Then turning to the 
Faquir continued, But thou, baſe and envious toul, ſhalt 


ſutier for thy villainy! Then ordered the viſier to deliver 
him to the executioner. 


In the mean time Zelica and I fell at the king's feet. 
After which, we repaired to the houſe that had been 
hired for me, with Chapour and Cale-Cairi. But that 
dwelling being already demoliſhed by the king's orders, 
the furniture taken off, and the materials removed, 
we conſulted what to do in this emergency. After 
mature deliberation we reſolved to take lodgings in a 
caravanſerail. As we were going, an officer of the king's 
houſhold came, and told us, that the grand viſier had 


x houſe, without the city gates, and he was ordered by 
his maſter to condutt us thither. 


Tae grand viſier came to viſit us two days after, and 


brought us a preſent from the king of ſeveral packs of 


filk andlinen, and twenty purſes, in each of which were 
1000 ſequins of gold. However, looking upon ourlelves 
under a kind of reſtraint in a hired houſe, and enabled 
by his majeſty's bounty to remove elſewhere, we joined 
4 caravan, which was bound for Bagdad, and in a tew 
days arrived there ia fatety. + 
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Has an's Return 4 Bagdad, the Reception he 
there met with, and wther ſw Pri ging Viit- 
d.nts, which befel kim, Zulic A, CAL 
Carr, and CHarour, 


HE night we arrived in Bagdad, I took lodgings 

in my own houſe, and when we had recovered 
ourſelves from the fatigue of our journey, I ſearched 
out my acquaintance and friends. They were all ſur- 
prized to ſee me. Are you alive, faid they? Your 
partners aſſured us you was dead. When I was in- 
formed that my jewellers were at Bagdad, | went to 
the grand viſier, and told him how I had been uled. 
He ordered them both to be taken into cuſtody, and 
commanded me to examine them, in his preſence. Did 
nct I awake, faid I, before you threw me overboard ? 
They replied, I fell into the ſea in a dream. But, ſits, 
ſays the viſier, How came you not to know your 
partner at Ormus They anſwered, We never ſaw him 
there. What fay you, replies the viſier, I have a cer- 
tificate from the Cady of Ormus to prove the contrary. 
At the ſight of this, they trembled, and turned pale. 
Obſerving them change colour, he tzid, Come, come, 
confeſs your guilt, that I may not be obliged to extort 
it from you by torture. 


Trey confeſſed all, and were ſent to priton, till the 


calif ſhould order what death they ſhould die; but 


they found means to corrupt the keeper, and made 
their eſcape. In the mean tine all cheir goods were 
ſeized, and the calif took poſſeſſion of them except a 
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few which were given to me, for the damages which I 
had ſuſtained. After this I thought of nothing but 
living a happy life, in retirement with my princeſs. 
We palied our days in comfort, and all my prayers 
to heaven were, that TI inight live in that manner all 
my life. Vain hopes! Can mankind be long here in 
a ſtate of happineſs? One evening I returned from a 
friendly entertainment; I knocked at ny door for a 
conſiderable time, and nobody came to let me in. I 
waiced a while, then knocked again; but not a ſlave 
vas ftitring. The neighbours hearing the noiſe, came 
cat as much ſurprized as myſelf, and aſſiſted me in 
Lreaking open the door. We went in, and found all 
my ſlayes with their throats cut in the entrance hall. 
We made forward to Zelica's apartmeat, where we 
fouad Chapour and Cale-Cairi breathleſs and welter- 
ing in ther bloc. Oh ſhocking ſpeQacle ! We ſearched 
all the houſe over for the priaceis, but could not find 
her. Unratle to ſapport myſelf under theſe afilictions, I 
fainted. Happy I, it the angel of death had taken me 
that initant. : 


neighbours, I alked if they heard any noiſe. They 
all anfwer'd, No; and were all aſtoniſhed at the fight. 
I ran to the Cady, who ſent back with me the Nays 
and his A/a's ; but their ſearch was alſo fruitleſs. I 
and many more were of opinion that my partners 
were the cruel authors of this barbarous action. Soon 
aſter I fell into a ſit of defpair, fold my houſe, and 
retired to Mauſſel, where I had a relation who was 
well acquainted with the king's grand viſier. He 
received me kindly, and in a little time introduced me 
to that miniſter, who, ſeeing my genius for butinets, 
helped ine to an office, which 1 bad the good fortune 

to 
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to diſcharge to his liking. I, by degrees, gained his 
confidence, and inſenſibly came to have a ſhare in the 
government, which eaſed him in the adminiſtration of 
affairs. 


Some years after that miniſter died, and the king, 
prejudiced in my favour, put me in his place, which 
I ſupplied for two years to the fatisfaftion of both 
prince and people : infomuch that, that monarch gave 
me the name of Atalmule. Not long after, ſome great 
lords of the court enter'd into a con'piracy to ſeek 
my ruin. The better to accomplith their deſign, they 
render'd me ſuſpected to the prince of Moufſel, who 
demanded of his father to depoſe me. I left Mouſe, 
and came to Damaſcus, Where I foon had the honour to 
be recommended to your majeſty. The lots of the 
princeſs Zelica makes me inſenſible of mirth, and is the 
cauſe of that profound forrow and melancholy with 
which I am always overwhelmed. 


The Continuaticn of the Tiflory of King 
| BEDREDDIN LoLo. 


H EN the viſier had finiſhed his ſtory, the king 

faid, I am not ſurprized at your ſorrow ; you 
have juſt grounds for it: but you are in an error to 
think, chat among all mankind, there is not one perfectly 
contented. I am fatisfied that prince Seyfel Mulouck 
my fayourite, looks upon himicli to be entirely happy. 
| cannot atm, my lord, replied I, that he really is 
ſo. Well, ſays the king, I will convince you preſently. 
Hz then orver's the captain of the guards to bring the 
prince thicacr, When he came, the king aſked whether 
| | K 5 he 
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he was contented with his condition? My lord, replies 
the favourite, tho' a ſtranger, I am reſpected in the 
city of Damaſcus ; the nobles court me; and you 
love me; how then can I fail of being happy. But 
Atalmule maintains, that no man is truly happy. I tell 
him that you are fo, ſays the prince. I am miſtaken, 
if any inward pain robs you of the pleaſure which 
the favours I have beſtowed upon you create. Speak 
the truth. Se Mulouck replied, Since your majeſty 
commands me, I mult confels, that notwithitanding all 
the pleaſure and grandeur with which I am ſurrounded, 
I have a thorn in my breaſt, which gives me continual 
uneaſineſs; and what adds to my atfliction is, it can 
never be removed. 


Tur king, a little furprized at his anſwer, and not 


doubting there was fome lady in the caſe, order'd him 
to tell his (tory. 


DNN 
The Hilo y of Prince Suvrl. Murorcx. 


AM the fon of A/em-Ben, late ſultan of Egypt, and 
brother to the preſent reigning prince In the eth 
year of my age, I found the door of my father's treaſury 
open, went in, and looked at every thing which ap- 

to me a rarity. I was particularly delighted 
with a little cedar cheit ſet with topazes, emeralds, 
pearls, and dramonds. In it was a golden key, with 
which 1 opened the lock, and found a ring of wonderful 
workmanſhip, and a little gold box, in which was the 
picture of a woman. 


Tus features were ſo regular, the eyes fo ſparkling, 
and 
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and the air fo admirable, that I fell in love with it, 


and really thought it was the portrait of ſome living 
princeſs. I cloſed the box, and put it with the ring into 


my pocket. My conlident was the fon of a great lord 


at Cairo. He was ſomewhat older than me; and I 
told him my adventure. Fe inſiſted to fee the picture; 
and taking it into his hand, after he had admired it 
for a few minutes, aſked me for the box, which he 
narrowly iuſpected, and found on the infrle the follow- 
ing words in Arabic characters, Bedi al femal, daughter 
of king Chabbal. 


TransPoRTED With diſcovering the object of my 
love, I defired my conſident, witte name was Sued, 
to go to all the cunning men in Calis to find out king 
Chabbal ; but no body could tell. I then determined 
to travel the world over, and never lee Egypt again till 
1 had ſeen Bedi al mal. The ſultan my father 
agreed that I ſhould go to the court of tie Cuiaf of 
Baodad. I went incog. taking with me only Saed, 
and a few truſty ſlaves. When we arrived at Bagdad, 
I viewed the curioſities, and enquired again where I 
might find the dominions of king Ca l. "Fhzre alſo 
1 was diſappointed ; but told, at the fame time, if ic 
was a matter of importance, I need only go to Ban, 
where I ſhould find a man 170 years old, called Patma- 
naba, who would ſatiafy my curioſity. 


I s00N quitted Bagdad, went to Baſra, and found 
the old ſage, who was ſtill lively and vigorous. My fon, 
ſaid he, what ſervice can J do you? Father, anfwer'd 
I, I want to know where king Chabbal reigns. I have 
heard travellers ſpeak of him, ſays the old man, and I 
think, but cannot be poſitive, that he governs an Iſland 
REAT that of Serendib. 


IRE“ 
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I xzxTURNED him my thanks, and reſolved to pro- 
ceed to Serendib. I embarked with Saed and my ſlaves 
on board a merchant ſhip bound for Surat. From 
Surat we went to Goa, where we heard of a veſſel 
bound to the iſle of Serendib. We again embarked, 
and the wind being fair, we made a great deal of way 
the firſt day. The ſecond, a ſtorm aroſe, which laſted 
feveral days, and drove us at laſt to an iſſand near the 
Maldives, where we cait anchor. We were preparing 
to go on ſhore, when an old ſeaman told us, the iſle was 
inhabited by negrozs who worſhipped a ſerpent, to 
whom they facriticed all ftrangers that fell into their 
hands; and that we muſt, if poſſible, gain the Maldives. 
The captain, depending on his judgment, reſolved to 
weigh anchor the next morning; which was well con- 
certed, had we not been diſcovered. But alas! in the 
middle of the night we were attacked by a vaſt number 
of negroes, who boarded us, put us all in irons, and 
carried us to their habitation; which was a horde of 
negroes, conſiting of numerous little cabbins made of 
wood and earth: In the middle of them ſtood on an 
eminence, a paviilion of the fame materials, where we 
faw the king icatzd on a throne of cockle thells. He 
was black, and of a gigantic form, looking like a devil 
more than a nan. By hun fat his daughter, not unlike 
the ſire in ſize or uglineſs. 


Wuer the chief of the negroes had given the king 
an account how and where he took us, he charged his 
viſier to couduct us to a tent by ouriclyes, and order'd 
one of us to be ſacrinced every day. He ſent us ftore 
of rice and proviſions to fatten us for the voracious 
deity. Iwo negroes fetched one of our company every 
morning to be devoured, till not one remained excepting 
Saed and me. While I was blaming. my ſenicleſs 

paliion, 
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paſſion, and lamenting our unhappy fate, the negroes 
came, and, addreſſing themſelves to me, faid, Follow us. 


I trembled, and faid to Saed, Adieu for ever. 


Tue v led me to a vaſt tent, where I expected to be 
facrificed ; when a black woman came to me, ſaying, 
Be of good courage, young man, you will mect with a 
better fate than your companions : no more. The 
princeſs Huſnara, whofe favourite flave I am, waits 
to tell you the reſt. This ſaid, the two n-groes with- 
drew ; and . Huſnara's favourite taking iny hand, led 
me to a little room, where her miitreſs fat alone on a 
fola, coverd with the ikins of wild beaſts. She was 
of an olive complexion, her eyes fmall and lively ; her 
mouth wide ; her noſe flat; her lips thick; her hair 
frizled, ſhort, and blacker than ebony. On her head 
the wore a plain bonnet of yellow ſtuff, with a ſcarlet 
facing or border, on which was a plume of feathers. 
Round her neck was a collar of the grains of Talogaya, 
yellow and blue. Her robe was long, made of tyger 
ſkins, which reached down to her toes. Come hither, 
faid ſhe, young man, fit by me; I will comfact thee 
for falling into the hands of my father. I tooka liking 
to thee at firſt fight : I will fave thy life. Thou ſhals 
be my lover, and I will prefer thee to the greateſt lords 
of the court. Tho I abhorred to make her ſuch an 
anſwer as ſhe required, I was afraid of expoſing myſelf 
to her rage. When ſhe ſaw me in this confuſion, the 
added, I am rather charmed than offended at your 
filence and diſorder. Ir is a kind ounen of thy love, 
and a ſiga of the tranſports of thy joy. She then gave 
me one of her hands to kiſs, as a prelude to greater 
pleafure, which ſhe kept in ftore for me. In the mean 
time, two black ſlaves cane and tpread ſkins upon the 
finoc, others brought plates of rice, and conſerves of 
*\ honey, 


206 P. fan T ALES. 


honey. The princeſs bid me lie down and eat with 
her. I eat very little; which ſhe obſerving, ſaid, You 
have no ſtomach ! You think every minute an hour; 
but I cannot raiſe you to the ſummit of happineſs till 
night. I am going to the king, to defire him to fave 


your, and your companion's lite, becauſe my favourite 
Mihrafya has a love tor him. 


Now ſhe roſe, and called for a veil ; then bid me 
return to my friend, adding, I wiil ſend for you to 
ſupper, and we will be merry. A negroe was called to 
carry me back to the tent, where 1 was received by 
Saed with joy inexpreiſible. Is it pollible, my dear 
prince, faid he, that you are reſtored to me ? Are you 
come to dry up thole rivers of tears which I have ſhe 
for you? When his extacy was over, I told him what 
had paſſed between the princeſs of the negroes and 
me; he owned that there could be but little ſatis faction 
in the poſſe!lioa of ſuch a lover; but then, fays he, 
life is a fine thing. It is a melancholy thought at your 
age to be made a faccitice to a ſerpent. Conſider this, 
my prince, and put a force upon inclination. Ah! 
Saed, replied I, and will you tollow the advice you 
give me. I muſt tell you our preſent condition is 
alike. The princeſs's favourite ſlave has taken a liking 
to you, and has ſaved your life; will you give her 
what ſhe expects for this favour ? Let the ſerpent 
devour me beiore I anſwer her careſſes. So Saed, ſaid 
I, you forget that liſe is a fine thing? Confeſs now, 
what a hard thing it is for the moſt impetuous youth 
to ſhew love to a woman whom he naturally hates and 
deteſts. We agreed in our ſentiments, and reſolved 
to affront our miſtreſſes that they might have us put 
to death. This was the ſcheme we concerted, and 
really imagined that we ſhould not with impunity ex- 
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aſperate two of the uglieſt and crueleſt of the human 


ſpecies. — 


Nicnr approaching, a negroe officer came to us, 
ſaving, Happy ſlaves, co:ne along with me, and enjoy 
the greatelt happineſs. Two lovers wait for you with 
unpatience. We followed with grief and detpair in 
our viſages. He introduced us to the princeſs Hauſe 
nara, Who was lying at length on the ground at her 
table upon ſkins, with her favourite flave. - Draw near, 
ſays the princets to ine, and let thy friend place him- 
ſelf by Mibraſha. he flaves ferved us with various 
diſhes, of which we were forc:4 to eat. We drank 
plentifully alſo of a liquor made of corn in the ear. 


My lady began to he very free with me, and the 
like freedom was thewn by the ſlave to SaeZ We faid 
a thouſand offenſive things to them, which ſoon pro- 
duced the defired effect. I hey looked furiouſly upon, 
us; and the princeſs cricd, Ah ungrateful wretches ! 
Is this your acknowledgment ivr my favours! What 
can you ſee in me to beget your ave: ſion? Then turning 
to her ſlave, ſaid, "Tell me without flattery, am I ugly 
or ill-ſhaped. Mibraſya replied, There is not a lady 
upon earth to be compared to you tor ſhape or beauty. 
The young man mult have loſt his ſenſes thus to 
neglect your charms. But why ſhould I wonder, when 
the other ſtranger likes me no better. You, replies the 
princeſs, are, I think, very amiable ; but they are un- 
worthy of lite. Call ſome of the o icers, and lat them 
deliver theſe two ſtrangers to the Paged we adore. In 
the inſtant they were about to bind us, the princeſs cried 
out, a ſudden death is too great a favour for theſe 
wretches. They ſhall both live in miſery. Carry them 
to the Nub, and make them grind night and day. We 

were 
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were accordingly conducted to a place on the back of 
the iſle, where there were hand-mills, and ſet to work ; 
nor would they let us reft a moment. 


Tae negroes having one day left us a large quantity 
of corn, went away, ordering us to grind it againſt 
their return. Saed ſaid, Now our enemies are gone, 


let us haſte to the ſea-fide, perhaps we may find out 


ſome method to make our ef-2pe from this fatal iſle. 
I was of the ſame mind; we ran to the fea, which was 
not far off, and found a boat faſtened to a pole. We 
immediately got in, untied it, and committed ourſelves 
to the mercy of the waves. We had ſcarce handled the 
oars, before the negroe filhcr:nan, to whom the boat 
belonged, made a hidcous noiſe after us; but we were 
ſoon out of his reach, and loit fight of the iſland before 
it was dark. 


ArTEx having failed all night at random, and with- 
out ſuſtenance, we, in the morning, faw a little iſland 
not far diſtant. We mate thither, faſtened our boat 
to a ſtake, and went up into the ifle, where we found 
ſeveral trees loaded with fair fruit. When we had 
refreſhed ourſelves, we proceeded further, and I never 
ſaw a more agreeable place. It was full of aloe-trees, 
and other fine wood, of ſprings, and all forts of fruit 
and flowers. But what ſurprized me moſt was, that it 
appeared to be deſerted. I faid to Seed, How comes it 
to paſs this pleaiant ifle is uninhabited ? My dear prince, 
replied he, ſince we can find nobody, it is a ſign that 
nobody can reſide here ; but he little thought that he 
was ſpeaking ſo much truth. 


We ſpent the day in thankſgiving and walking about. 
At night we lay down upon the graſs, and flept ſweetly ; 
but 
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but when I awoke, how great was my amazement to 
find myſelf alone. I ſought every where for Saed, 
waited all that evening, and the following night, in 
the place where we flept, but in vain. Ah my dear 
Saed, cried I, by what inchantment am I deprived of 
thee ? I had better have died with thce than live here 
alone. At length, not being able to ſuſtain the loſs, 
I grew deſperate, and reivived to deſtroy myſelf. I 
will, ſaid I, firſt go over the iſland, and find him out, 
or die. I then went to a wood at fome diſtance, in 
the middle of which ſtood a caitle, encompaſſed with 
deep ditches full of water, but the draw-bridge down. 
I paſſed over, and enter'd into a large court paved 
with white marble, and advanced to the gate of a 
fine edifice built of aloe wood, exquiſitely wrought. 
On the gate was a brazen lock in the ſhape of a 
lyon, with a brazen key affixed to it, hanging by a 
chain. I put it iato the key-hole, when to my great 
ſurprize, on turning of it round, the lock broke into 
a thouſand pieces, and the gate opened of itſelf. With- 
in I found a ſtair-caſe of black marble ; which I 
aſcended, and came into a large hall hung round with 
> filk and gold tapeſtry, the ſofa's of brocade. From 
hence I went into a chamber richly furnithed, where 
I ſaw a young lady, whoſe beauty commanded my 
attention. 


Sus lay on a large fofa, with her head end of 

a cuthion. She was magnificently dreſſed; and n 

her ſtood a table of black jaſper. Her eyes were ſhut ; 

and not knowing whether the was alive, I went very 

foftly to her, and found the breathed. I fixed my eyes 

upon her, and wiſhed within my heart ſhe would 

awake. She flept found, {© I quitted the caſtle, e 

folving to return in a ſhot ting. After I had tired 
myſelt 
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myſelf with walking among numerous wild beafts, 
which ſeemed afraid of me, I came back to the cattle, 
reſolving to ſpeak to this lady, whoſe beauty had given 
me ſo much uncaſineſs. I found her in the fame 
poſture and ſtill aſleep. I coughed, ſhook her, and 
made a noiſe in the chaniber, but the did not ſtir. 
There muſt be fume enchantment, faid I. Some 
Taliſman keeps this lady aſleep, as I cannot wake 
her. Unable to effect it, in a fit of deſpair I reſolv- 
ed to carry off the marble table, upon which, when 
I drew near, I obſerved certain magical characters 
which I judged the caule of the lady's lethargy. 1 


ſcarce touched it, before the ſighed vehemently, and 
awoke. 


An, fir, faid ſhe, How got you into this caſtle! 
You are no man, you are certainly the prophet Elias! 
Madam, replied I, no one oppoſed my entrance, the 
only difficulty I met with was to awake you. I am 
indeed ſomething more than a common man. My 
father was a king; but yet I am a man. I have more 
reaſon to believe that you are of a ſuperior ſpecies. 
No, replies ſhe, I am alſo one of the daughters of 
Adam Tell me why you left your father, and by 
what means you came into this ifland ? I related to 
her all my adventures, and particularly told her of my 
falling in love with king Chabba!'s daughter, named 
Bedi al Femal, by looking on her picture, which, 
with my ring, I had fo well ſecured, that the ne- 
groes miſſed of them. She viewed the picture, and 
told me that king Chabbal ruled in. an iſle near Se- 
rendib, adding, I ceaſe to wonder at your paſſion : 
but princeſſes are often flattered by painters. Pray, 
fir, continued ſhe, make an end of your ſtory, I did 
ſo, 
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ſo, and then intreated her to teil me her's, to which 
ſhe conſented. 


The H of Malik a. 


Am, fays the, the only danghter of the king of 

Serendib, who has a palace near that city, where he 
often retires. One day I took a farcy to bathe myſelf 
in a marble baſon, which was in the garden. I went 
in with my favourite ſlave. On a ſudden there aroſe a 
ſtorm, and a cloud of duſt gathered over our heads, 
out of which deſcended a monſtrous bird, that took 
me up in his talons, and brought me hither ; where 
reſuming his own ſhape, he appeared a young genie. 
Princeſs, faid he, I am one of the greateſt genies in 
the univerſe, and this day paſſing over the city of 
Sererdib, I ſpied you bathing in a garden; charmed 
with your beauty, I conveyed you to this caſtle, where 
you thall want nothing that heart can wiſh, if you will 
comply with my deſires. 


Ar this his diſcourſe, I wept bitterly, and cried 
out, Ah, unhappy Malika ! Was this to be thy deſtiny! - 


Unhappy prince! My dear father! Is this the reward 
of thy care, in bringing me up, to loſe me in fo bar- 
barous a manner? Thy grief will certainly occaſion 
thy death. No, no, replies the genie; your father 
can bear misfortunes much better than a fooliſh virgin. 
Crown my withes, and be happy. Flatter not your- 
ſelf, rejoined I, with ſuch vain hopes, I ſhall always 
have an averſion for my ravither. He ſmiled at what 
I faid, and imagining that with good uſage I ſhould by 
degrees be mollificd, he ſpared no coſt or trouble to 

pleaſe 
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pleaſe me. He bought me ſumptuaus clothing, fur- 
piſhed me with the moſt delicious diſhes and coſtly 
wines ; but finding he every hour became to me more 
odious, in a fit of deſpair, by the power of magic, he 
threw me into that profound ſleep of which you are an 
eye-witneſs, and where I ſhould have remained for 
ever, had not you came to my deliverance. He made 
two more Tali/mans to render the caſtle inviſible, and 
to prevent the gate being opened. He often comes 
to wake me, and aſks if I am ſenſible of his paſſion ; 
but finding I treat him with diſdlain, lays me aſleep 
again. And now, my lord, have I not reaſon to doubt 
of your mortality ? Nay, I am aftonithed that any ſon 
of Adam ſhould live and croſs this iſland, which no- 
thing but beafts of prey inhabit. 


Wirz the princeſs and I were talking, we heard 
a noiſe, and were ſuddenly frighted with hideous out- 


cries. Oh heavens! faid ſhe, We are undone for ever. > 


It is the genie. He entered the room in a rage, with 
an iron bar in his hand, and in the form of a giant; 
but inſtead of doing me any harm, fell down at my 
feet, ſaying, Son of the king, demand what you pleaſe, 
I obey. I was furprized ; but he ſoon made me ſen- 
ſible that I had nothing to fear. The ring on your 
finger, added he, is the ſeal of So/omon, whoever 1s in 
poſſeſſion of it cannot perith by any accident. Waves 
and ſtorms cannot hurt him; wild beaſts cannot devour 
him. He is ſovereign over the genies, and all magic 
power gives way at his appearance. 


War! replied I, and was it by virtue of this 
ring that I eſcaped ſhipwreck? Yes, my lord, replied 
he, and that you eſcaped being devoured by wild beatts 


likewiſe. You ſaw many, but they ran from you. 
Do 


= ce „ R —ñ— ) 


Feriin T ALES. 213 


Do you know what became of your companion who 
flept by your fide? He was eaten by the wild beaſts, 
and, had it not been for that ring, you had ſhared the 
ſame fate. 'I'ho' tears trickled down my cheeks on 
hearing the fad end of Saed, my miltref's image was 
ſo deeply imprinted on my wind, that I demanded of 
the genie to tell where king Chaltal reigned, and if 
the princeſs Bedi al Jemal was alive? He ſaid, that 
Hedi al emal was in ſonie ſenſe the daughter 


that 
prince; but that ſhe was one of king Sohne 


con- 
cubines. It mortitied me much to hear that I had 


fixed my love upon a princeſs, who had been dead 
many centuries. All my comfort is, continued I, turn- 
ing to the princeſs, that I can do you ſervice. I com- 
mand vou therefore this moment to trantport this lady 
and me to Serendib, and ſet us down at the gates of 
that city. Thou deſerveſt further chaſtiſement for the 
rape of Malika ; but do this and J forgive thee. 


Tre genie made no anſwer, but took me and the 
princeſs up in his arms, and inftantly carried us to 
Serendib. He there aſked if I had any farther com- 
mands. I anſwered no, and he vaniſhed. We put in 
at the firlt caravanſerail, where we conſulred, whether 
I ſhould myſelf go to the king, or we ſhould write 
him advice of the princeſs's arrival. We thought the 
firſt method was the beſt. Accordingly I repaired to 
the palace, which was built on fourteen marble pillars, 
to which I aſcended by 300 ſteps of fine ſtone. I 
entered the firſt hall, and with ſome difficulty gained 
an audience of the king, who aſked me, What brought 
me hither, and of what country I was? I replied, 
My lord, Egypt gave me birth, but I have been three 
years abſent from my parents, and have undergone 

various 
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various misſortunes. His majeſty being of a compaſ- 
ſionate nature, burit into tears, faying, | am not much 
happier ; for I have loſt my only daughter, and in 
ſuch a manner as adds to my ſorrow. My lord, re- 
plied I; I come to biing you tidings of her, and tho' 
you think ſhe is dead, you ſhall this very day fee her 
alive and in health. Ha! where did you meet with 
her, ſas the king ? 


I ToLD kim the whole ſtory, which when I had 
ended, he embraced me, and faid, for I had made my 
birth known to him; What amends can I male you? 
Go with me to the caravanſerail! I die with impati- 
ence-till I fold in wy arms my lovely Malita ! He in- 
ſtantly ordered the viſier to get ready his litter, made 
me get into it, and we went to the caravanſerail. 
'T heir joy was mutual. The firſt tranſports over, the 
king defired Malika to give him an account of her 
adventure; flie let him know that ſhe had preſerved 
her honour from the raviſher, and had not carried her 
gratitude ſo far as to ſully her virtue. We all return- 
ed to the palace, where a grand apartment was allot- 
ed me, and public prayers were ordered for the re- 
turn of the princeſs. When the thankſgiving day was 
over, all the nobles of the iſland were ſumptuouſly 
ſcated at court. i 


ArTEx this his majeſly thewed me the moſt pro- 
found reſpect, and always made me a party in his 
diverſions. One day he aſked me to be his ton-in-law, 
aud the heir of his crown. My lord, faid 1, did I 
not tell you the reaſon why I lett Caira ? Would you 
diipole of Malika to one who has no heart to give. 
She deſerves a better fate. How then, ſays he, ſhall 
I ſhew my gratitude! Your kind reception oi me, is 
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recompence enough. All that I deſire more of your 
majeſty, is a ſhip to convey me to Baſra. The ſhip 
was inſtantly fitted out and rurnithed with all manner 
of ſtores for my uſe. I took leave of the king and 
the princeſs; embarked, and after ſome time arrived 
at the deſired pott; from whence I proceeded to Cairo, 


with a caravan of Egyptian merchants, where I found 
great changes at court. 


My father was dead, and my brother on the throne, 
who at firſt received me with atfection, telling me at 
the fame time, that the king, before he died, miſſing 
the picture and the ring, ſuſpected him of taking them 
away. I confeſſed the truth, and returned to him the 
latter. Notwithſtanding theſe external profeſſions of 
fraternal love, he cauſed me to be confined on the day of 
my arrival; and the very fa:ze night ſent an officer 
to kill me, who had more mercy than his matter ; told 
me his errand, and ſaid, My prince, the priſon doors 
are open. Fly this moment, tale advantage of the 
night, and ſtop not till you find a place of fafety. I 
made all poſſible ſpeed out of my brother's domimons, 


and was ſo happy, my lord, as to arrive in your's, 
where I met with the wiſhed 1/5/12. 


Derart 
A Continuation of the Hiſt , PirokeDbiN 
Loro, and fi; SOkrRgOWEFEL VISIER. 


HEN the prince had finiſhed his ſtory, he, 

addrefling himſelf to the king of Damaſcus, 
ſaid, I now leave it to your majeſ'y to judge if I am 
perfectly happy; while my head is fuller than ever of 
Bedi al Femal. Bedreddin the king, having no notion 
of being fo patlionately in love with a picture, aſked 
his 
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his favourite to let him fee this prodigy. The mo- 
narch admired it, owned ſhe was a charming princeſs, 
and faid, I wonder not at Solomon's paſſion for her; 
but your love is merely chimerical. Sir, fays the 
viſier, your majeſty may ſee by this prince's ſtory, that 
all men have their troubles. I am not of your opinion, 
replied the king, I am fully ſatisfied there are ſome 
who know no care, and whoſe peace is not diſturbed. 
Go, ſays he, to Seyfel Mulouck, look among the 
tradeſmen and artificers, and bring me him who ſeem; 
to be moſt lively and mirthful. 


Tur prince obeyed, and after a few hours return- 
ed. Well, fays the monarch, have you done as I 
ordered. Yes, replied the favourite, I faw a number 
of artificers ſinging at their work, who all ſeemed con- 
tented with their ſtation in life ; but among the reſt 
a young weaver, named Maleck, who was laughing 
among his neighbours. Friend, faid I, you ſeem very 
gay. It is my humour, replied he, I hate melancholy. 
I bid him follow me, my lord ; and he is waiting in 
the antechan ber. Bring him in, ſays the king. He 
was a handſome fellow, and when entered, fell at his 
majeſty's feet. Riſe, ſays the monarch, and tell me 
if you are as really contented with your condition as 
you appear to be. It is a matter I greatly long to 
know, and require you to inform me without reſerve. 
Great king, replied Maleck, The world is deceived in 
me ; for notwithſtanding my fongs and laughter, I am 
of men the moſt uuterable. You provoke my cu- 
rioſity, ſays the king, I command you to give me your 


hiſtory. 
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Nenner. 


The Adventures of MaLECK, with the 
Princeſs SCHIRINE. 


Y father was a wealthy merchant of Surat, who 
left me a plentiful fortune, the greateſt part of 
which I ſoon made away with, and when the remain- 
der was near waſted, a ſtranger one day came to dine 
with me, who ſaid he was going to the iſle of Serendis ; 
which occaſioned the company to talk of the pleaſure 
and uſefulneſs of travelling. Some gave an account 
of their voyages, and the curious things they had ſeen, 
which cauſed in me a defire to viſit foreign nations. 
If, faid I, it were poſſible to travel over the world with- 
out danger, I would not ſtay one day in Surat ; this 
ſpeech of mine made all my gueſts laugh ; at which 
the ſtranger ſaid, My lord Maleck, if the fear of meet- 
ing with robbers only keeps you at home, I will tell 
you how to travel fafely from one country to another. 
I thought he bantered me; but after dinner he called 
me aſide, and told me he would come the next day 
and ſhew me ſomething very ſingular ; but it is work 
that will take up three or four days to complete. Send 
for a joiner, and let him bring with him ſome planks 
immediately. 


Tae joiner ſoon came, and the ſtranger order'd him 
to make a cheſt fix feet long and four broad, while 
himſelf prepared ſcrews, ſprings, fc. and the third 
day they perfected the work. He cover'd the cheſt 
with Perſian tapeſtry, and had it carried into the coun- 
try. I accompanied him. We muſt ſtay here by our- 
ſelves, ſaid he. Send away your ſlaves. I did ſo. He 
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then got into the cheſt, which roſe up into the ai, 
with incredible ſwiftneſs. In one moment he was out 
of ſight, and the next he lay at my feet. Here, ſays 
the ſtranger, is an caſy way of travelling. I give it 
you ; and if you defire to viſit foreign countries, you 
may with great eaſe and fafety. Do not think, con- 
tinued he, there is any conjuration in it. I am maſter 
of mechanics, and can make machines much more 
ſurprizing. 


I cave him a purſe of ſequins for it; then ſaid, 
| Teach me, fir, how to put this cheſt in motion. He 
| went into it with me, touched one of the ſprings, and 
we flew up in an inſtant. He then taught me how to 
guide it, ſaying, turn this ſcrew you go to the right, 
that carries you to the fleft. Touch this ſpring you 
-mount, touch that you deſcend. I made the trial, and 
went faſter, flower, higher and lower, as I pleaſed. 
After we bad taken ſeveral caracols in the air, we 
turned towards my houſe, and alighted in the garden. 
1 Sex cauſed the cheſt to be locked up in my apart- 


* and the ſtranger left me. 


Now I continued ſpeading till all was gone; then 
borrowed, and run myſelf over head and ears in debt, 
loſt my credit, and my creditors preſſed me for their 
money. Finding I could ſtay no longer in Surat, I 
drew my cheſt into the garden, put into it my pro- 
vifions, with a little money, got into it, turned one of 
the ſkrews, and was out of fight in a moment. [| pro- 
ceeded in my airy voyage all that day, and the night 
following. The next morning I found myſelf over a 
wood, and ſaw a large city near it. I longed to know 
where I was, and at length ſpied a peaſant digging. 
! deſcended into the wood, where I conceal d my ma- 
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chine, and went ta the labourer. I aſked him the 
name of that city. He told me it was Gazna, and the 
reſidence of the juſt and valiant king Bahaman. And 
who lives, fays I, in the palace at the end of the mea- 
dow. Schirine, the king's daughter, replied he, who 
by her horoſcope is threaten'd to be betray'd by a 
man. To obviate this prediction, the king has built 
that marble palace, ſurrounded with ditches of water. 
The gates are of China ſteel, of which the king keeps 
the key. There is a ſtrong guard kept before it. The 
king goes once a week to viſit the princeſs, who has 
no company but ſome female ſlaves and a governante. 


I went directly to the city. When I drew near, 
] beheld ſeveral horſemen richly capariſoned. In the 
middle of whom was a tall man, with a crown on his 
head, and in a veſt covered with diamonds. He was 
the king, as they told me, going to viſit his daughter. 


Warn I had viewed the town, I returned to my 
cheſt, eat fome of my proviſions, and ſpent the night 
in the wood. I had but little ſleep. The princeſs 
Schirine ran in my head. Can Bahaman, thought I, be 
afraid of a ridiculous prediction ? If the princeſs is to 
fall in love with a man, why may it not be with me? 
After I had, in this manner, expoſtulated with myſelf 
for ſome time, I reſolved to try my fortune. I accord- 
ingly flew up into the air, and ſteered the cheſt to the 
palace. The night was dark, and I paſſed over the 
heads of the guards. I reſted on the top of the build- 
ing, where I fawa light. There I got out of the cheſt, 
and crept in at the window, hich was left open to air 
the apartment where the princeſs lay reclined on a bro- 
cade ſofa. I kneeled down, and kiſſed her hand; at 
which ſhe awaked in great ſurprize, and called out to 
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her governante. Mabhpeiker, who lay in the next room, 
enter'd immediately. Here is a man, faid ſhe, how 
came he into my apartment? Are you a confederate ? 
You know, madam, replied ſhe, the vigilance of the 
guards, and that there are 20 ſteel gates to be opened» 
before he could get into your room, of which the king 
your father keeps the keys. How then can you wrong 
me with this ſuſpicion ? 


Wut they were talking in this manner, it came 
into my head to paſs for Mahomet. Fair princeſs, faid 
I, ceaſe to wonder: I have no deſign that ought to 
alarm your virtue. I am Mahomet your great prophet, 
who taking pity of your confinement, am come to de- 
fend you trom the effects of perdition. Your fate will 
be happy, and you ſhall be my wife. Women are 
apt to give credit to any thing that is new and won- 
derful ; and they believed me. After paſſing the beſt 
part of the night with the princeſs, I returned to the 
wood. In the morning I took my way to the city, 
where I laid out moſt part of my money in proviſions 
and fine cloaths ; and ſpent the evening in dreſſing and 
per ſuuing myſelf. Night approaching, I got into my 
cheſt, and directed it to the fame place I did before, 
where I enter d the princeſs's apartment. She told me, 
ſhe had lung expected me with impatience. But pray 
tell me, how comes it to paſs, that you have fo young 
a look; I always thought the prophet Mahomet was a 
. venerable old man. He has been repreſented to me, 
ever ſince I was a child, in that portraiture. Tis 
right, anſwer'd I. That is the idea people ſhould have 
ef me. When I condeſcend to viſit the faithful, I 
appear with a long beard, and a bald pate. But J 
thought you would not like ſo ſuperannuated a figure, 
and therefore put on the form of a young lover. The 
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governante faid I did well, and that when I was to 
play the part of a huſband, I ought to make myſelf 
as agreeable as I could. 


I LzrT her before day, for fear of being diſcover'd, 
and the princeſs inſenſibly became fo prejudiced in my 
favour, that the believed all I faid to her. A few days 
after the king of Gazna came to viſit his daughter, and 
finding the gates faſt, he enter d her apartment alone. 
She ſeemed to receive him but coldly, which he per- 
ceiving, inſiſted to know the reaſon of it. Your ma- 
jeſty, ſays ſhe, will be ſurprized to hear you are the 
father-in-law of Mahomet. Are you in your right ſenſes, 
cries the king? What an abſurdity is this? No, no, 
ſome traitor has ſeduced you. This faid, he flung out 
of the room, and ſearched all over the palace, but in 
vain. He then called his viſier and confidents, and 
alked their advice upon this important affair. The vi- 
ſier ſpoke firſt, ſaying, the pretended marriage might 
poſſibly be true, tho' it appeared fabulous. That many 
illuſtrious houſes piqued themſelves in attributing their 
origin to events of this nature ; and that tho' he looked 
upon the commerce the princeſs had with Mahomet, as 
a thing uncommon, it was by no means impoſlible. 
All his courtiers, excepting one, agreed in the fame 


opinion; but he thought it incredible, and adviſed his 


majeſty to dive into the bottom of the matter, not 
doubting but he would ſoon diſcover the cheat. 


Tuo' the king looked upon the prime viſier as a 
man of great penetration, he reſolved to find out the 
truth; but to do it prudently, he order'd all his courtiers 
to return, and come again the next day. As ſoon as 
it was night, he ſeated himſelf on a ſota, and order'd 
tapers to be lighted, and placed before him on a marble 
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table; then drew his ſabre, and laid it by him. This 
night, luckily for me, a flaſh of lightning broke upon 
Bahaman, and dazzled his eyes. Hereupon he went 
to the window, where his daughter informed him that 
{ ſhould enter, and, obſerving the ſky was all on fire, 
tho* only the natural effect of ſome exhalations which 
inflamed the air, he really thought it foretold the de- 
icent of the prophet. Inſtead of being in a rage when 
[ appeared, he 1. :mbled, dropped his fabre, fell at my 
ſeet, and faid, Oh great prophet! How have I beha- 
ved to have the honour oft being your fon-in-law ? I, 
taking the advantage of Is humility, faid, Oh king! 
of all the muſſulmen princes, you are the moſt zealous 
in my ſervice, and conſequently the man I choſe to ho- 
nour. It was written on the table of fate, that Schirine 
ſuould be ſeduced by a man. To take off that mis- 
fortune, I folicited the moſt High to reverſe her deſti- 
ny; which he conſented to for my fake, on condition 
| the became one of my wives. 


THe weak prince believed all I faid, and fell at my 
feet a ſecond time. I raiſed him as before; and he, 
good man, inſtantly retired, leaving me and the prin- 
ceſs alone. I ſtaid with her ſome hours, but left her 
before day-light. 


EarLy the next day the viſier and the courtiers 
eame to the palace, and aſked his majeſty, if he was 
fatisfied in the matter. Yes, fays he, I have converſed 
with the great prophet, and am convinced he is my 
daughter's huſband. Ihe incredulous courtier now 
became the jeſt of the council; but ſtill perſiſted in his 


obſtinacy. 


Taz ſame day, as they were all going to the city 
with 
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with the king, it rained, thunder'd and lighten'd in an 
uncommon manner, and the unbelieving courtier's horſe 
threw him in a fright. He broke his leg by the fall. 
Ah wretch! fays the king, you would not believe me ; 
but ſee the prophet has puniſhed your infidelity. 1 
went that day to the city, where I was told this ſtory. 
Publick rejoycings were alſo there made, and nothing 
heard but acclamations of, long live Bahaman, father- 
in-law of Mahomet. | 


Wren it was dark, I conveyed myſelf to the pa- 
Jace, and informed the princeſs of all that had hap- 
pened to the courtier ; adding, I did not think fit to 
carry my vengeance farther : But I ſwear by my tomb 
at Medina, that if any one ſhould hereafter doubt of 
your happineſs, he ſhall certainly die. Next day the 
king came to viſit Schirine, and defired her to inter- 
cede with the prophet, for a perſon who had juſtly 
called down his wrath. My lord, replies the princeſs, 
Mahomet has informed me of the whole affair, and has 
ſworn to exterminate all thoſe who make any daubt of 
our marriage. This confirmed the faith of Babaman; 
and he turning to his viſier and courtiers, faid, Can 
any now queſtion whether Mahomet is my ſon-in-law ? 


ALL the miniſters were now fatisfied, and fell on 
their faces before the princeſs, imploring her mediation 
for the wounded courtier. 


I Hap now eat up all my proviſions, and ſpent all 
my money. 'To relieve my wants I thought of ano- 
ther expedient. My princeſs, faid I, one-night to her, 
we have forgot one formality in our marriage. You 
have given me no dower ; that omitlion gives me un- 
eaſineſs. My dear ſpouſe, faid ſhe, I will mention it 
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to the king to-morrow, and he will give you all his 
riches. No, no, faid I, there is no occaſion to ſpeak 
to him; I covet not wealth. A few jewels are ſuffi- 
cient. I took only two diamonds, and fold them the 


next day to a jeweller in Gazna. 


I nap paſſed for Mabamet about a month, and led 
a molt agreeable life with my fair princeſs, when an 
auibaſſador arrived to demand her in marriage. The 
king told him, the was already diſpoſed of to the pro- 
phet Mabamet. "The ambaſſador by this anſwer took 
Eanhaman for a madman, and departed to his maſter, 
who imputed his refuſal to a flight ; he reſented it, and 
raiſed an army, and marched againſt the kingdom of 
Gazna. The king's name was Cacem ; a prince very 
powerful, and an over-match for his neighbour. Ba- 
baman was entrenched in the plain before Schirine's pa- 
lace, where he refolved to attack him the next day. 
In this dangerous fituation he ſummoned a council, 
where the courtier who had been wounded ſpoke to 
bim thus: If your majeſty will implore the aſſiſtance 
of your ſon-in-law, he will confound your enemies. 
'Tho' this was faid only in deriſion, yet it infpired the 
king with freth courage. He immediately went to his 
daughter, ſaying, Uſe all your intereſt with 1Mahomer 
to engage in our defence. He will not forſake us. 
No, no, father, he fees from heaven where the enemy 
lies, and perhaps, is this moment putting them into 
terror and diſorder. 


ALL the day before I had obſerved the motion and 
diſpoſition of Cacem's army, particularly that quarter 
where he lay. I then filled up my cheft with great 
and ſmall ſtones, and in the middle of the night, I 
roſe into the air, and guided my cheſt towards Cacem's 
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tent. The ſoldiers were all aſleep, which afforded me 


an opportunity of deſcending to one of the windows. 
I ſaw the king reclining his head on a fattin pillow. 
I raiſed myſelf half out of the machine, and flung a 
ſtone at him, which wounded him in the forehead 
He cried out ; his guards came in, and were amazed 
on ſeeing the blood running down all over his face. 
While the traitor was ſearched for, I roſe into the 
ar, and poured down all my ftones on and about the 
royal tent. I then fetched more, and wounded the 
ſoldiers, who cried, It rains ſtones. A ſudden fear ran 
thro' the camp, and both officers and ſoldiers thought 
the prophet had engaged in the cauſe of Bahaman. Tn 
ſhort, Cacem fled, and the whole army abandoned their 
tents and equipage, crying, we are undone, Mahomet is 


againſt us. 


BAHAM AN was aſtoniſhed, when he perceived in 
the morning, that the enemy, inſtead of attacking him, 
retired with precipitation. He purſued them, and 
made. a great ſlaughter, took Cacem priſoner, who died 
of his wounds the next day. All the booty was given 
among the ſoldiers, who returned loaden with great 
riches. Prayers were put up in all the moſques for this 
unexpected deliverance. At night the king went to 


viſit his daughter. My child, fays he, I am come to 


return the prophet thanks for his fuccour. He ſoon 
had the ſatisfaction defired. He threw himſelf at my 
feet, kiſſed the ground, and cried out, Oh great 
prophet! I am ſenſible of your favour. I raifed him, 
and faid, Prince, did you think I ſhould not come to 
your relief, to which you were driven for my fake ? 
Cacem's pride is fallen. Fear henceforth no potentate 
2pon earth. | 
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Soox after the body of king Cacem was interred 
with great pomp. Then Bahaman ordered publick re- 
Joycings to be made in the city for the marriage of 
Schirine with Mahomet. I thought it neceſſary on this 
occaſion to work a miracle. I bought ſoine white pitch, 
and made fireworks of that and cotton. While the 
citizens of Gazna were rejoycing in the ſtreets, I flew 
up very high, and lighted them, and they had a good 
effect on the ſpectators. Next morning I went into the 
city, to hear the conjectures of the people. Some faid 
it was Mahomet, who ſignalized himſelf in the feſtival ; 
others affirmed they faw the prophet amidſt the me- 
teors, with a white beard, and a venerable air. Theſe 
notions gave me great pleaſure ; but alas ! while I was 
thus indulging my future expectations, a ſpark of the 
firework kindled in my cheſt, and, in my abſence, con- 
ſumed it to aſhes. 


I covLD find no remedy for the eil: I therefore 
reſolved to ſeek my fortune elſewhere. Thus I left 
Bahaman and Schirine, and departed I know not where. 
Four days after I met a caravan of merchants going ta 
Cairo, where I fafely arrived, and put myſelf to a 
weaver ; with whom I lived ſeveral years, then came to 
Damaſcus, and followed the buſineſs. This employ- 
ment of mine, which being more painful than profitable, 
makes me unhappy. 
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HEN the weaver had finiſhed his ſtory, the 

king of Damaſcus diſmiſſed him. Then he faid 
to his viſier and favourite, this man ſeems to be no 
happier than you ; but yet I will not believe there is 
no perſon in the world that enjoys a perfect felicity. 
Go, viſier, faid he, to all my officers and courtiers ; 1 
will examine them apart, and know whether any ſecret 
forrgw diſturbs the comfort of their lives. He had 
the patience to talk to them every one; but found 
none\exempt from trouble. One complained of a bad 
wife ; another of undutiful children ; ſome of not being 


rich; others for want of health. In ſhort, he found 


all of them had ſomething to occaſion their inquie- 
tude. Your majeſty ſeeks in vain, faid the viſier, 
there is no contented man upon earth. I am not of 
that opinion, replied the king; and I have a ſudden 
thought come into my head, which will decide the 
matter in diſpute. Order a proclamation to be. read in 
all parts of the city to-morrow, importing, that all 
thoſe who have nothing to cauſe their diſquiet, ſhould 
appear before my throne in three days. The time 
was elapſed, and not a foul! came to court on that 


account. 


Taz king was much ſurprized, that in fo rich and 
populous a city as Damaſcus, there thould not be one 
happy man. Then turning to Atalmule, added, if my 
kingdom was at peace, I would range over the whole 
globe with you, to convince you of this error. Soon 


after 
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after a general peace was concluded, when the king ſet 
out, reſolving never to ſee Damaſcus till he had met 
with a contented perſon. Having intruſted the govern- 
ment of his kingdom to a viſier, he, accompanied 
with Atalmule, Syfel Muloui, and ſome ſlaves, took 
the way towards Bagdad, where they lodged at a 
Caravanſerail. They paſſed for three jewellers of 
Cairo. Here Bedreddin one day met with a calender 
preaching to a crowd of people in the ſtreet. He 
liſten'd to him a while, and heard him fay, My brethren, 
are you mad to take ſo much pains to hoard up 
riches, of which the enjoyment is ſo precarious and 
troubleſome ! the fear of loſing them makes your lives 


miſerable ; and you envy my poverty, who, in the 


midſt of want, enjoy. a perfect happineſs. The king 
averjoy'd, turning to Atulnule, faid, This calender is 
happy ; we need travel no further. Sir, replied he, 
we mult talk to him by himſelf; 'tis very probable he 
does not ſpeak as he thiaks in publick ; but if in private. 
diſcourſe he aſſures us he is contented, I will own my- 
ſelf in an error. | 


_ Wanx the calender had done talking, the audience 
gather'd him ſome money, and he went off. They 
followed, and aiked him whether he would be merry 
with them. The calender accepted of their invita- 
tion. He carried them to a little houſe, where two 
ether calenders lived, who were alfo extremely pleaſed. 
Atalmule took fome ſequins out of his purſe, and 
giving them to one, bid him buy what was neceſſary 


for our purpoſe. He returned with proviſiens, fruit, 


and wine. They eat and drank heartily, and the 
calenders were ſo merry, that Bedreddin thought them 
perfectly happy, and aſked Atalmule, if he would now 
own his error. No, no, fir, ſaid he, not yet. My 
lards, 
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lords, ſays one of them, what is it you fax? Here, 
ſays the king to him, you ſee three jewellers ; one of 
my brethren maintains, there is not a contented man in 
the world : am of the contrary opinion, and think 
you ſo« Speak the truth. My lord, replies the calen- 
der, neither I, nor my companions are happy. The 
heart of man is not capable of content. The enjoyment 
of one defire creates another, and our ſenſual appetites 
are never ſatisfied. 


Tur king now began to imagine he was miſtaken. 
However, he reſolved to ſpend the reſt of the day at a 
Figuaa thop. Here they met with two perſons of con- 
ſequence, talking of the cares of human life. We muſt 
not hope, ſaid one of them, to be happy here. I know 
but one, among all the fons of Adam, who leads a 
happy lite. Ha! fays Atalmule, who is that ? The 
prince of Aſftracan, replied the perſon, he, by way of 
excellence, is called the king-vithoaut ſorrow, 


Tux next day they ſet out with a caravan of mer- 
chants, and arrived fate at Affracan, where reigned 
king Hormez. Bedreddin reſolved to introduce himiſelf 
into his preſence, and diſcover the ſecrets. of his heart. 
They repaired to the palace, croſſing a large court- 
yard full of ſoldiers. In the firſt hall were ſlaves of 
both ſexes, in gallant dreſſes, dancing. In the next 
were fingers and muſicians. Having here fatisfied their 
curiolity, they paſſed into a third hall, in which they 
ſaw 20 or 3o perſons fitting at a long table ſpread 
with all forty of proviſions. It was an entertainment 
made for the greateſt lords of the court. We eaſily 
diſtinguiſhed the king from his nobles. He held the 
ſeat of honour, and on his head was a crown of gold, 
adorned with topazes and rubies. He was about 30 

years 
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years old, handſome, well ſhaped, and looked with a 
gay air. 


Wuaen they returned to the caravanſerail, the king 
of Damaſcus ſaid to his viſier: We have now met 
with a happy man and a prince. His favourite was of 
the fame mind. Ay, ay, ſaid Atalmule, people are 
ignorant of the arts of diſſimulation, which are praCtil- 
ed in courts. I ſhall ſuſpend my judgment. Who 
knows but he has a thorn in his fide, and enjoys his 
diverfions at a dear rate. The next day each of them 
took a box of diamonds, and returned to the palace. 
They deſired to have audience of the king, faying, 
they were three jewellers, who travelled from court to 
court to fell their precious ſtones. MHormoz order'd 
them in. They ſhewed him their jewels. He admired 
one of them exceedingly, which was as big as a pigeon's 
egg. Whence came this, ſays he. Atalmule, who had 
been a jeweller, ſaid, Sir, it was found in the illand of 
Serendib. Will your majeſty pleaſe to accept of it? 
| Hormoz received it with joy, and aſſigned them a 
magnificent apartment in the palace. He made them 
partners in all his diverſions. All the nobles of Cir- 
caſfia were, by turns, invited to fee them. But the 
king of Damaſcus, and his companions, were more in- 
tent upon examining the action and countenance of 
their hoſt, than on their entertainment. They could 
ſee nothing which ſhewed the leaſt uneaſineſs; where- 
upon Bedreddin faid to his favourite and vifier, if we 
may depend upon conjecture, this prince is happy. 
But how is it poſſible we ſhould enter into his thoughts. 
The only way to get this ſecret from him, Sir, fays 
Atalmule, is to tell your name, and why you came to. 


his court. 


Accox- 
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AccorRDINGLY they all three went to wait on Har- 
moæ, and demanded a private conference, in which they 
deſired leave to retire from his court. In ſhort, my 
lord, ſays Bedreddin, tho we paſs here for jewellers, 
I am the king of Damaſcus ; one of theſe men is my 
viſier, and the other my favourite. The king of Aftra- 
can was ſurprized at this; but when Bedreddin, told 
him why he left Damaſcus, Hor mos burſt into laughter. 
I think you are happy, replies Bedredilin, pray open 
your heart to me. Siace you aſk me ſofcriouſly, I muſt 
ſay that I ain of your vitier's mind. Notwithſtanding 
that I ain called the king without ſorrow, I am the moſt 
wretched prince alive. 


Tue king of Damaſcus, aſtoniſhed at this ſpeech, 


inſiſted to know the cauſe of his grief, which Hormoæ 


promiſed to diſcover. 
nne 
The Hiſtory of Elen moz, King of ASTRACAN, 


ſurnamed, The King wiihuut Sorrow. 


NE night, when every thing in the palace was 
quiet, the king ſent an eunuch to conduct his 
gueſts into the women's apartment. Then taking Bed- 
reddin by the hand, he led him thro' two chambers 
to the door of a third, bidding him look in. He 
did fo, and beheld on a ſofa, a young lady of exquilite 
beauty. She had a ſmiling countenance, and was liſten- 
ing attentively to an old female ſlave. That lovely 
princeſs, ſays Hormoz, is the cauſe of all my uneaſineſs. 
Does the not love you, ſays Bedreddin. Is her in- 
difference o, no, ſays the king of 4ftracan, tis 
| not 
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not that I complain of, ſhe loves me, as much as I do 
her. How then; replies the king of Damaſcus, can 
ſhe occaſion. your forrow. You ſhall. fee, rejoined he, 
ſtay you there at the door, and obſerve what paſſes. 
This ſaid, he entered the chamber, and as ſoon as he 
approached the princeſs, (unheard of prodigy!) ſhe loſt 
her beauty, turned pale, and ſeemed like a dead corpſe ; 
and as Hormoz came back, in proportion to his diſ- 


tance from her, the recovered life and complexion, 


like the ſun iſſuing from a cloud. That, ſays Hormoz, 
is my queen. Can you think I am the. happy man you 
look after ? | | 


Five years ago, I ſet out on my travels, with 4 
numerous retinue from Aj?racan, and came at laſt to 
Otrar. I paid largely for the honours I received every 
where. Amongſt the Circaffian nobles, that accom- 


panied me, Huſſeyn was appointed my governor. I 


one day told him at Otrar, that I was weary of tra- 


velling like a prince. Private men, added I, have more 
pleaſure. I chuſe to hear people talk, and to ſee their 
actions. 


My governor applauded the project. Come, my 
prince, ſaid het leave your retinue here. We need no 
more than two horſes, and we will. take the road to the 
city of Carizme. We lodged at an inn, and were taken. 
for private travellers. 'The next day we viewed the 
buildings, ſtreets, moſques, fc. but were particularly 
amuſed with the ſtructure of a palace, which to us ap- 


peared very fingular. It was a large piece of ground, 


ſurrounded with a low wall, in which were ſeveral high 
narrow towers at equal diſtances. 


We entered, where we heard the ſound of human. 
| Voices. 
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voices. We took it for a receptacle for madinen, and 
heard things which confirmed us in our conjecture, for 
ane of thele delirious people was repeating Arabic verſes 
in praile of his miſtreſs. A Carizmenian overheard us» 
and faid, You mult be ſtrangers here indeed, if you do 
not know that all thoſe young men loſt their ſenſes, by 
only looking at our ſultan's daughter. 


Tuts princeſs plays ſometimes in the mall, without 
a veil; but woe to them, who ſtay to gaze upon her! 
Some fall into deſpair ; ſome languiſh and pine away ; 
and others run mad ; the latter of whom are locked 
up in thoſe towers. See there, ſaid I, to my governor, 
thoſe I believe are freſh inſtances of madneſs ! Even 
ſo, replied the Carizmenian. Hearing theſe words, I 
puſhed forwards. Huſſeyn, ſeeing me in a hurry, aſked 
where I was going ſo faſt. I am going, replied I, to 
ſee the princeſs of Carizme playing at the mall. While 
the Cariæmenian entertained us with his talk, I cried 
out to Huſſeyn, See more recent inſtances of madneſs 
tending this way, and puſhed forward. He followed, 
conjuring me, by the great prophet, not to expoſe 
myſelf to the danger of her looks. Lay aſide your 
ridiculous fears, faid I, however amazing be the rumour 
of her charms, I ſhall view her with ſafety. My 
governor ſigh'd; but made me no anſwer. Soon after 
we heard the herald, crying in the ftreets as follows ; 
„Ay the ſultan's order, I give notice to the people, 
that the princeſs Rezia Beghum plays this day in the 
* mall ; be it known, therefore, that whatever evil 
befal any man that gaze upon her, it is to be imputed 
to his own imprudence.” 


6c 
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Wren we came ao the mall, we ſaw nothing but 
old men, and even they kept a proper diſtance. I went 
baldly 
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boldly on, notwithſtanding their compaſſionate endea- 
yours to make inc retire. But alas! it was my ill fortune 
to coꝛue too late. She had done playing, and put on 
her veil before we approached her, fo that I could dit- 
cern nothing but her ſtature. 


I Trex addreſſed myſelf to Huſſeyn, ſay ing, How 
unfortunate was I not to come ſooner. The very next 
tune the plays, I am determined to ſee her, tho' ſhe 
were more dangerous than you can imagine. The 
next day a proclamation was read, importing that the 
princeſs would not exerciſe herſelf any more in public. 
This much pleaſed my governor, but cauſed me much 
affliction. However, I determined to gratify my curio- 
ſity, and run over a thouſand expedients. At length 
I took a quantity of jewels, and went in ſearch of the 
ſultan's gardener. I found him, and put into his hand 
a purſe with 500 ſequins of gold: but when he was 
informed of my requeſt, he returned them ſomewhat 
rudely ; faying, Audacious youth ! conſider the danger 
to which you expoſe me as well as yourſelf. This 
anſwer did not in the leaft diſhearten me. O my father, 
rejoiaed I, and put the purſe into his hand a ſecond 


time, let me fee her, or I ſhall die with grief. His 


wife now began to take pity of me, and became my 
advocate. I then preſented him with ſome diamonds, 
which brought him over to my intereſt. I took a liking 
to you, ſaid he, at firſt fight, and have thaught of an 


expedient to ſatisſy your defire, without any danger to 
either of us. 


I aypROVED of the ſcheme, and ſuffered myſelf to 
be transformed into the gardener's boy. He put my hair 
under a bladder, and diſguiſed me in ſuch a manner, 
as a lady of the moſt warm conſtitution night look 


upon 
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upon without the leaſt concern. Huſſeyn impatient to 
know what was become of me, came to the gardener's 
and catched me in this pickle. I laughed at his ſur- 
prize, which excited mirth in him. There is nothing 
now to be done, ſaid the gardener, but to take him 
into the garden. You, fir, 1 ſuppoſe are his brother; 
go home, and I. will let you know how he ſucceeds. 
Soon after he took me into the garden, and put a ſpade 
into my hand. The eunuchs came to us, and ſeeing 
me fo frizhiful a figure, ſaid to him, You do well to 
employ ſuch objects as this. In the evening, my maſter 
thinking me weary, took me to the edge of a marble 
baſon, where we found a ſkin ſpread upon the grafs, 
covered with all forts of proviſions ; a pitcher of wine, 
and a lute. When we had eat and drank, the old 
man grew gay, took up the lute and played. I com- 


mended him againſt my judgment. He then put the 


inſtrument into my hand, and I played one of the 
fineſt airs in Abdelmouman. The grand viſier happen- 
ed to be in the garden, and drawn by the melody of 
the lute, accompanied by my voice, approached us in 
ſilence. When I had done, he came up to us, and 
I roſe to go away. Stay, fays he, and inform ine who 
you are? I knew not what anſwer to make, which the 
gardener perceiving, faid, He is my ſervant, my lord, 
and well {killed in gardening. The viſier ordered me 
to ſing and play again, and ſeemed bighly pleaſed with 
my performance, ſaying, The ſultan had not ſuch a 
hand and voice among all his muſicians ; adding, If it 
was not for his fore head, I would have made his for- 
tune immediately. 


He inſtantly left us, and on the morrow told the 
ſultan he had a treaſure in the garden ; who anſwered, 
| will go this day and fee it. Let my muſicians prepare 

a conſort 
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a conſort for me there; and ſet out a table with all 
kinds of proviſions. As ſoon as the ſultan and his 
company were ſeated, I was ordered to come before 
them. My loins were gir: with white linen, and 1 
carried in my hand a baſket of flowers, which I ſet 
down at the ſultan's feet, and retired with the utmoſt 
reſpect. He caſt his eye upon me, and faid, Away; 
begone, thou loathſome wretch ! My old maſter anſwer- 
ed, My lord, he is my ſervant, and underſtands the 
myſtery of gardening extremely well. The ſultan be- 
heved what he faid, and aſked if that was the boy who 
play d ſo well upon the lute. 


SEVERAL buffoons were preſent, who imagined the 
fultan faid this, only to make game of me; one took me 
by the hand, and defired me to dance with him, hoping 
I ſhould perform in ſo awkward a manner, as he would 
have the honour of diverting the aſſembly. I inſtantly 
ſeized him with a fortitude of mind, and managed him 
ſo roughly, that the laughter was on my fide; after 
which, I let him fee that I could excel him in dancing. 
All the company agreed that I danced with a better 
grace, and heaped praiſes upon me. When I had 
danced ſome time, I took the gardener's lute, and ſung 
and play d to the admiration of all the auditors. Afﬀter- 
wards they gave me a harp, a viol, and a flute, which 
I touched ſo well that the ſultan was aſtoniſhed. He 
immediately called for a purſe, in which were ten 
thouſand ſequins of gold ; I opened it, and diſtributed 
the pieces among the muſicians. At this action they 
ſeemed all amazed, and faid, this young man has a 
great ſoul, what pity it is, he ſhould be atflicted thus 
in his head. The ſultan aſked me why I did not keep 
the gold. I anſwered, I want not riches. Pleaſed 
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with my conduct, I gained the applauſe of the whole 
aſſembly a ſecond time. 


Tur third day after I engaged in work, I ſeated 
myſelf under a roſe-buth to reſt, and play'd upon the 
lute for my own amuſement. On a ſudden there came 
to me a lady veiled, who faid, Throw aſide thy in- 
ſtrument, and go gather ſome flowers for the ſultan's 
daughter. Why is this not done ? Are you the gar- 
dener's boy ? I bow'd with reverence, and faid I was 
ignorant of the princeſs's coming, and that I was as 
cautious of cauſing her diſpleafure, as I was too of 
expoſing my own infirmity and difeaſe. Becauſe your 
head is a little out of order, ſays ſhe laughing, you are 
afraid of being ſeen. Come, come, go with me, we 
all know your diſtemper, and thall be pleaſed to ſee 
you. Haſte then, and bring your baſket; Reza, 
whoſe governeſs I am, will receive you favourably. I 
ran to the old gardener, gather'd a baſket of flowers, 
and followed the lady, who conducted me to a ſtately 
edifice raiſed in the middle of the garden, where the 
ptinceſs was ſeated upon a throne of gold, encompaſſed 
by 40 ſlaves, all young and beautiful. The princeſs 
appear d like the ſun among the ſtars, on whom I 
gazed with amazement. My diſorder was viſible to 
them ail, and occaſioned a general laughter. I was 
indeed, thunder-ſtruck, and had almoſt loſt my reaſon, 
when the governeſs came to me, and faid, You ftand 
motionleſs like a ſtatue. Advance, and prefent your 
flowers. I went up to the throne, placed my baſket on 
the lowelt ſtep, and proſtrated myſelf before the princeſs. 
She bid me riſe, that ſhe might take a full view of me. 
The ſlaves ſkrieked out on ſeeing my cap, and after- 
wards burſt into laughter. 


Tae 
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Tau princeſs now order'd a lute to be given tue. 
ſaying, Surely thou knoweſt not how to ſing or play to 
fuch perfection as is reported of thee by my father. 1 
inſtantly tuned the inſtrument, and ſung a Perſian ſong 
in the Uzzal meaſure, ſetting forth my paſſion and 
deſpair. Then a flave took from me the lute, and 
gave me a tabor ; afterwards the harp, viol and flute, 
on all which I performed to their ſatisfaction, and receiv- 
ed their compliments. Rezia now called for caſtinets, 
and commanded me to dance. All the flaves renewed 
their commendations, but the princeſs remained ſpeech- 
leſs for a while ; then breaking filence, deſcended from 
the throne, crying out, What pity it is that he A ould be 
diſeaſed ! and retired. 


I wexT directly to the gardener's houſe, where I 
found my governor. Well, fir, faid I, I have ſeen 
Riziz, and mutt confeſs I deſerve a place in one of the 
towers; and tho Huſſeyn and the gardener endeavour'd 
to alter my reſolution, I determined to continue my 
diſguiſe. But the ſucceeding day, finding myſelf inclin- 
ed to reſt, I tat down on the brink of a canal, where I 
was informed the princeſs uſed ro bathe. Here, as in 
nz mirror, I beheld my frightful form, and pulled off my 
ugly cap. While I was putting it on again, Rezia's 
governeſs approached me, and faid, Deteſtable wretch 
as thou art, my miſtreſs defires to hear thee play, and 
ſee thee dance again. Be in this very place when it is 
dark. Tranſported with the meſſage, I ran to the gar- 
dener, to inform him that he ſhould not be uneaſy at 
my abſence ; then returned to the place appointed, 
where, at the cloſe of day, an eunuch came to me, 
and carried me into the ſeraglio. 
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Tur princeſs lay upon a ſofa, her flaves on a carpet 
before her, who on my entrance ſaid, Here is the gar- 
dener's boy, who entertained us fo well yeſterday. She 
inſtantly order d a lute to be given me. I play'd and 
ſung as before. Then performed feveral dances with 
great activity, which threw the bladder off my head; 
at which Regia ſeemed greatly diſpleaſed, ſaying, I took 
thee for a lad of no conſequence. Hope not thy diver- 
ſion will excuſe thy infolence. A whole poſſe of eunuchs 
immediately ruſhed in upon me, ſeized me, and con- 
fined me till morning, then carried me before the ſultan, 
who commanded me and the gardener to be delivered 
into the hands of the executioners. At this juncture, 
the king of Gazna enraged at the ſultan's refuſal of his 
daughter to him, whom he had demanded 10 months 
ago, had enter'd into an alliance with the prince of Can- 
dabar, and, having paſſed the Oxus, were on their 


march between Samarcande and Bocara. 


I's this dangerous ſituation he aſked the advice of the 
grand viſier, who was of opinion, that all the ſtanding 
torces ſhould march to oppoſe them ; that the moſques 


ſhould be ſet open day and night, and prayers be offered 


without ceaſing ; that the poor ſhould receive alms, 
and the priſoners be releaſed. To all which the ſultan 
agreed. By this means did I eſcape death, and return- 
ed to the inn, where I found Huſſeyn, who had given 
me over for loſt. He, ſurprized and overjoy'd to ſee 
me again, begged with tears in his eyes, that I would 
cave that fatal city. I at length yielded to his entrea- 
ties, and cried, adieu Rezia ! May the rigour of your 
heart call reaſon to my aſſiſtance, and wear you out ot 
my remembrance. 


— 
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I nav ſcarce done ſpeaking, when the gardenet 
came to inform me that he was turned out of his buſineſs. 
As it was for my fake, faid I, come along with me: 
I will provide for you. I thank you, fir, replies he, I 
was born in Zagathy, and will die in the fame place 
where I drew my firſt breath. What I have faved in 
my employment, with your preſents, will make my days 
happy enough. I gave him more gold and jewels, and 
he departed well fatisfied. 


Irrer Carizme that very day, and took the road 
for Otrar, where I joined my retinue, ſtaid a week, 
and ſet out for Aſtracan. On the road we met a 
courier, who told me my father was very ill, and de- 
fired to ſee me before he departed. Upon this in- 
telligence I made all the haſte I could ; but when I 
came to the palace, found my father juſt expiring. 
Oh my ſon, ſaid he, are you returned? I have nothing 
more to alk of heaven: I die content, and then gave up 


Waen I had performed the funeral honours due to 
my royal progenitor, and aſcended the throne of Cir- 
caſſia, amidit the acclamations of the moſt loving ſub- 
jeQs, I ſoon perceived that I had not forgotten Regia. 
Hereupon I told Huſſeyn my grievance, and ſent him to 
Carizme to demand the princeſs in marriage, not doubt- 
ing his ready compliance, if I would aſſiſt him againſt 
his enemies. At length Huſſeyn returned, and reported 
to me, that the ſultan received him kindly, but that I 
muſt quit all hopes of enjoying Rezia, becauſe the is 
promiſed to the king of Gazna. 


Tuis anſwer deſtroyed my quiet. I complained of 


my 
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my deſtiny, and almoſt loſt the uſe of my reaſon. 
Huffeyn i imagining that a new beauty might diſplace the 
image of Regia, filled my ſeraglio with the moſt beau- 
tiful ſlaves in the kingdoms of Aja. | 


Waits Huſſeyn was thus employed, my grand 
viſier came to tell me, that there were lately erected 


very magnificent baths before the gates of Afracan, 
and no man could give any account of the builder. I 
ſent for the maſter, who was about fifty, and faid, 
Great philoſopher, I have a requeſt to make to you, 
How comes it to paſs, that you are able to build ſuch 
ſtately baths ? I have, faid he, 40 workmen in my 
ſervice, who are all maſters in their art, by whoſe 
aſſiſtance I can, in leſs than a day, raiſe baths much 
more ſurprizing- But they are all dumb, tho' they can 
comprehend your meaning by the ſmalleſt ſigns or 
motions. If it pleaſes your majeſty to give your com- 
mands, they ſhall immediately be obeyed ; but then 
every ſoul muſt withdraw. 


My courtiers ſoon retired, and I defired the maſter 
and his ſlaves to make me a bath in the hall where we 
were talking. They inſtantly fell to work, and it was 
finiſhed in the ſpace of a few hours. There were 12 
pillars of green marble, finely polithed, and ſeveral 
fountains ſpouting out water into a white marble baſon. 
Amazed at this performance, I aſked the philoſopher 
how it was done ? That relation, fir, faid he, will be 
too tedious. Suffice it to acquaint you, that I am maſter 
of 39 ſciences. I then aſked his name, and of what 
country he was. He replied, my name is Avicene, and 
| will relate to you my hiſtory. 
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Dre 
The Hiſtory of AviceNE. 


TOWN of little note called {hana gave me 

birth ; and I was ſent to the univerſity of Bacara 
while yet an infant. At ten years of age I could folve 
any problem in Euclid ; after which I ſtudied mathe- 
maticks, theology, phyſick, and philoſophy. When I 
arrived to 20 years, my name was well known from the 
frontiers of Gion to the mouth of the Indus. My 
father and I one day ſet out for Samarcande : | went 
to the court, and met ſeveral perſons who had heard 
great talk of me. At length the grand viſier was told 
I was in town, and, ſending for me, defired I would 
live with him. I conſented, and he did nothing with- 
out my advice. He ſoon after died, and I ſucceeded 
him; which office I executed for ſome time with 
honour and reputation. But out of my thirſt after 
knowledge, I aſked his majeſty to permit me to reſign, 
and quit the affairs of ſtate ; to which he conſented 
with great reluctance. I had no intention to leave the 
court, ſo I gave my apartment to my ſucceſſor, and 
lodged in a private part of the palace, where I divided 
my time between the prince and my books. I commu- 
nicated my reflections to the publick as faft as I could 
put them into writing ; and my works, by way of pre- 
2miner.c2, are called, The Glorious Works. 


I was now far advanced in the cabaliftical ſcience, 
vihen an ambaſſador trom Couthreddin arrived at Sa- 
marcande. The king defirous to know the cauſe of 
this embaſſy, ſoon gave him audience; but was fur- 
prized, when he faid to him, fir, The king of Caſch- 
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gar my maſter talking at table one day with his 
courtiers, was deſirous to know, it there were any 
perſons now living fo (killed as Hippocrates, and fo wiſe 
as Socrates ; when a courtier replied, there were two 
famous philoſophers at Samarcande, whoſe merit was 
equal to the greateſt: among the ancients ; that the 
name of the one was Awicene, and of the other Fazel ; 
and, fir, he conjures you to ſend them to him. The 
king of Samarcande immediately ordered us to come 
before him, and told us it was his opinion, we ought 
to comply with king Couthreddin's requeſt. Not willing 
to diſoblige our Sovereign, we conſented to go, and 
he having cloathed the ambaſſador with a gold veſt, 
ſent him away with aſſurances that we ſhould ſet out 
without delay. We travelled together for ſome days, 
and till Fagel died on the road. I buried him in the 
mountain of Boſam, and divided amongſt all his ſlaves 
the money which the king had given us for their main- 
tenance during our ſtay at Caſchgar, ſaying, go where 
you pleaſe. 


Ar rx this loſs, I began to grow ſick of my intend- 
ed journey, and refolved to range over the world. I 
took the road to Cogende, and after ſeveral days arrived 
at Carizme. As I was walking thro' the ſtreets to 
take a view of this great city, I obſerved a public crier 
amidſt a crowd of people, who cried every quarter of 
an hour, O you who love the ſciences, know that to- 
morrow is the day te go into the cavern. I followed 
him, defiring to be informed of this place. He took 
me to be of ſome religious order, and faid, O holy 
man ! near the gates of this city, towards the Caſpian 
ſea, lies the red mountain ; at the foot of which is 
a cavern, which has four doors that open at the be- 
gianing of every year. In it there is a prodigious 

M 2 number 


244 Fame: F-ALES 


number of books, of theſe every one takes what he 
pleaſes to peruſs. They make all poſlible ſpeed to 
get out with them, becauſe the doors ſhut again in 
forty five minutes; and he who ſtays beyond the time 
is fure to be ftarved, unleſs he can live without provi- 
fions till the next year. But, in ſhort, added he, all 
the ſecrets of nature are laid open in one or other of 
theſe volumes; and whoever carries any books off, muſt 
bring them back the year following, or ſuffer torture, 
and ſometimes death. 


Tavs inſtructed, I entered next morning among the 
curious, reſolving to ſtay there after the reſt, and run 
the riſk of whatever ſhould happen. I impatiently 
waited for the coming day, when on a ſudden the doors 
flew open of themſelves with a terrible noiſe. Every 
one ruſhed in immediately ; and I among the reit ; they 
all made haſte out again excepting me. The doors 
ſhut, and I was left alone in the cavern. Men, leſs 
knowing than I, would have been terrified in theſe 
regions of darkneſs ; but I had not the leaſt dread upon 
me. [I ordered the ſpirits who had the care of this 
ſubterraneous library to take notice of my commands ; 
to bring me light, and to have the cavern well illumi- 
nated for the future. 


Tuev inſtantly obeyed, and then I applied myſelf 
to the reading of ſeveral books which treated of the 
occult ſciences, and which not one of the learned could 
underſtand. I call'd for pens, ink, and paper, which 
I was readily furnithed with, and copied ſome paſſages. 
The ſpirits alſo brought me proviſions, and the choiceſt 
wines of Chiras, ſo that I paſſed my tune here very 
agreeably. 


Tue 
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Tur beginning of the following year the doors 
burſt open as uſual, aa I took the opportunity to get 
out; but as my haic sad beard had not been cut off 
for twelve months, I male a frightful figure. See 
there the forcerer Mud, cried they, he delights in 
nothing but miſchief ; let us ſeize him and carry him 
before the Cady ; they did fo, and he bid them re- 
pair to the place of execution, while I, added he, go 
to inform the ſultan of all that has paſſed. He haſtened 
thitner himſelf in a litter, and bid me follow. As 
foon as the ſultan caft his eyes upon me, he con- 
deumed ine to be burnt. The people all brought 
wood, and I was faſtened to the pile in an inſtant: 
but as ſoon as the fire was put to it, I repeated ſome 
words, and my bonds fell off. Then I took a piece 
of wood from the pile, gave it the form of a triumphal 
ear, and mounting up into the air, hung over their 
heads, and ſpoke thus to the ſultan : © Unjuſt prince, 
to condemn me for a ſorcerer, who am only a ſage, 
and can do greater wonders than thou.” I then diſ- 


appeared. 


I nave travelled ten years fince this adventure, 
and at laſt came to Afrracan, where I determined to 
make my name famous. I went one night ſome 
diftance from the city to a coppice, where I cut forty 
twigs of the fame length, and by the virtue of ſome 
words, gave them life. Theſe, fir, are my forty 
boys, who built the baths at the gates of this metro- 
polis. | | 
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HEN Avicene hid finiſhed his ſtory, I faid to 

him, Oh! what a happinels it is to have ſo 
great a ſage fur my fiiend ! 1 verily believe, ſhould you 
command one of your boys to bring hither the beau- 
tiful Rezia, princeſs of Carizme, he would even exe- 
cute thoſe order:, and inſtantly traniport her to my 
palace. Ves, certainly, replies Avicene, it you deſire 
it. If Idefire it, anſwer'd I with tranſport ! You, fir, 
ſhall be ſoon ſatisfied then, faid he. I long to be 
revenged of the fultan for his ill uſage of ine. He 
then beckoned one of his 40 boys, whiſpered in his 
ear, and bid him begone. He inſtantly vaniſhed, and 
a few hours after returned with Regia. I caſt my eyes 
upon her, and my heart bore witneſs of my love ; but 
was ſtill afraid it was ſome phantom. Behold, faid he, 
the beauties of Rezia. Believe your own eyes, and 
examine her. Upon this aſſurance I hung upon her 
knees, and faid, Ah! princeſs, I deſpaired of ever ſeeing 
thee again. In me you behold the young man, who 
appeared before you diſguiſed in the feraglio ; you 
cannot forget, kow I was forced out of your apart- 
ment, and condemned io an infamous death. She was 
at firſt amazed to find herſelf in a ſtrange place; but 
ſoon recollecting me, ſaid, At any other time | could 
not have pardoned this violence, but as my preſent affairs 


ſtand, I forgive it. 


Ax ren the king of Gazna, in conjunction with the 
king of Candahar, had deicated my father's army, 
they advanced to the gates of Carizme, the ſultan in 
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this diſtreſs ſent one of his viſiers to them, who con- 
cluded a treaty of peace, wherein it was firſt ſtipulated, 
that I ſhould te put into the poſſeſſion of the king of 
Gazna, to whom I had a mortal averſion. The day 
being fixed for my departure, the king of Candahar 
laid claim to me. The two kings, on this occaſion, 
commenced foes to each other; a battle enſued, in 
which the latter gained the victory. The king of 
Gazna was (lain in the combat, his army cut to pieces, 
and his eneiny mounted the throne. Thus triumphant, 
he demanded me in marriage: thus powerful, my 
father durſt not refuſe to give me up to his ardour. 
I had cauſe to hate him for his publick character. 
The fatal day was at hand, whereon I was to be 
joined to a huſband whom I deteſted, when I found 
myſelf ſeized by a man, and in an inſtant brought 
hither. 


„Ir gave me no ſmall pleaſure to hear the was un- 
married ; but- with what tranſports was I raviſhed, 
when the declared, that if I could obtain her father's 
conſent, the would be my wife. I longed for the 
return of Hufſeyn, whom I had ſent to demand her ; 
and told her, the ought not to diſdain the crown of 
Circaffia, which, with my heart, might prove worthy 
her acceptance. 


In the mean time I placed Avicene in the rank of 
my triends ; and he was of opinion, that I overpaid 
him for all his ſervices. Hereupon he adviſed me to 
ſend an ambaflador to the ſultan of Carizme, to advile 
him of his daughter's fate, to demand her, and leave 
the reſt to him. 


Bur now to return to Huſſeyn, whom I had ſent to 
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the court of Cariame As ſoon as the fultan way 
informed of the ſtrange manner in which his daughter 
was taken away; he, with the advice of his council, 
had recourſe to a famous aſtrologer, ealled Schebereſtan, 
who ſaid the princeſs was in my ſeraglio. Upon this, 
the ſultan order'd Huſſeyn to come before him, and, 
after a ſhort examination, condemned him to be be- 
headed. But in the very intant the executioner was 
about to give the fatal ſtroke, Hluſſeyn was raiſed into the 
air by the charms of Avicene, to the great amazement 
of the fultan and ſpectatots. His ſlaves were likewiſe 
carried off at the ſame time. 


On a ſudden Huſtyn appear'd before me, and aſſured 
me, that che fultan, enraged at this adventure, had en- 
gaged in an alliance with the king of Candabar, and 
they were marching to lay waſte the kingdom of Cir- 
caſſia. While he was giving me this information, Avi- 
cene came in laughing, and faid, Leave the defence of 
your territories to me. He executed his commiſſion 
faithfully, by making uſe of but one of his ſecrets, 
which was to ſow diſcord among my enemies. I be two 
princes immediately turned their arms againſt each other, 
and came to a battle, in which the king of Candahar 
was killed, and all his men cut to pieces. 


In the mean while I and Avicene paſſed the Volga 
with my ſmall army, and marched againft the ſukan, 
who immediately ſurrendred himfelf. I earried him to 
Aftracan, where I ſpared no pains to mitigate his rage; 
and ſucceeded ſo well, that he at laſt accepted me tor 
his ſon-in-law. Magnificent preparations were made to 
celebrate my nuptials; after the ſolemnization of which, 
he returned to his own dominions ; but before his de- 
parture, he took care to make Avicene his friend. 1 
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was no ſooner married, than Rezia's affection for me in- 
creaſed every day; when, on a ſudden, he, who was 
the author of our happineſs, put an end to it. 


AVICENE, in ſpite of his philoſophy, ſoon fell in 
love with the princeſs, and was fo audacious as to de- 
clare to her his paſſion. She highly reſented it ; and 
her huſband endeavour'd to overcome his paſſion by 
arguments drawn from reaſon. This uſage added to 
his inſolence, fo that the was obliged to uſe him roughly; 
when he, firſt breathing upon her, mutter'd ſomething 
to himſelf, and vaniſhed. She inſtantly loft her ſenſes, 
and has remain'd ia that condition you faw her ever 


ſince. 


The Gutinuatian of the FHiftaryof BHD A E D-. 
Dis Lo uo, his Sorrowful Viſier, and 


Favourite. 


B EDREDDIN having now ſatisfied his curioſity, 
took leave of king Her moa, and ſet out for Da- 


maſcus. The condition of Rezia was often the ſubject 
of diſcourſe on the road. One day Seyfel Mulouck 
faid to the king, Tho' it muſt be confeſſed, my lord, 
that the princeſs of Aracan is a perfect beauty; yet 
we all three looked on her without loſing any of our 
ſenſes. My head was full of Bedy al Femal : Atal- 
mule's mind was poſſeſſed with the thoughts of Zelica ; 
but what ſurprizes me moſt is, the king our maſter's 
indifference ; tho' he is not e in favour of 


any lady. 


You are in an error, ſays Bedreddin, to think I was 
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never in love. To tell you the truth, I am as much in 
love as you ; and it is no princeſs that reigns in my 
heart, but a woman of an ordinary rank. 


Po ICC PIC EB OUILICINILDERR 
The Hjiory if FAIR Akrxovy a. 


T OT many years ago, there lived at Damaſcus 

a conſiderable merchant that had a young wife, 

who may very well be compared to the princeſs of 
Aftracan. Her huſband's name was Banou, a man of 
gaiety and expence, who valued himſelf for his libe- 
rality. When he had walted his fortune, he applied 
to his friends and creditors for ſupplies ; but the former 
refuſed to aNt him, and the latter denied their debts. 
Banou laid this uſage fo much to heart, that it cauſed 
him a fit of ſickneſs. During his illneſs he remember d 
that he had formerly lent loco ſequins ef gold to 
doctor Dan:/chmonde, and ſent his wife to demand 
them. When ſhe came to the dofor's, the was led 
into the Aſadiòs apartment ; where lifting up her veil, 
ſhe faid, I ain the wife of Ban, and my huſband 
defires you to fend him the 1000 ſequins he lent you. 
The doctor, ſmitten with her beauty, anſwer d, I 
will give you them, and as many more, if you will 
comply with my deſires. Vour huſband is too old to 
deſerve your affection; then came up to embrace her. 
Hold, inſolent, ſaid ſhe, I would not ftain my virtue 
for all the riches in Zgypt. On this repulſe he replied 
in a rage, I owe Bauen nothing. If the old fool has 
ruined himſelf by his extravagance, does he imagine I 
am to ſet him up again? This faid, he turned her out 
of doors She went home in tears, and told Banou 
| whats 
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what paſſed, who bid her go to the Cay and complan 
of the doctor's treachery. 


Tae Cady was naturally amorous, and led her into 
his cloſet, where having ſeated her on a ſofa, he made 
her liſt up her veil. She here told him her ſtory, 
and he promiſed to do her huſband juſtice ; adding, 
Give me, my fair one, what thou refuſeſt the doctor, 
and I will preſent thee with 4000 ſequins. Here 
Arodya burſt again into tears, and faid, O heavens ! is 
there no virtue in man? Thoſe, whole duty it is to 
puniſh criminals, are guilty of greater vices ! The Cady, 
unable to gain his ends, aſſured her, he would do her 
no ſervice. 


Tux next day Banou ſent her to the governor of 
Damaſcus, whom he had truſted with large ſums, and 
who was, even then, in his debt. But he was as 
much inflamed with the beauty of this young woman 
as the doctor and the Cady. When he was made” 
ſenſible of her errand, he promiſed to make the doctor 
repay the money he borrowed of her huſband, pro- 
vided ſhe would that moment retaliate the obligation 
in ſuch a manner as he ſhould require ; but ſhe was 
no more diſpoſed to fatisfy the governor than the reſt ; 
ſo returned from him very diſconſolate. At this news 
the old merchant fell into deſpair. She comforted him, 
faying, I have thought of an expedient how to fatiate 
our ' revenge upon the Governor, the Cady, and the 
Alfakih ; but would not tell hun her deſign. However, 
he conſented to leave it to her management. 


AROUY A then went to a box-maker and bought” 
three cheſts, each of which would eaſily hold a man, 
and cauſed them to be carried home and put into her 


cloſer. 
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cloſet. She then dreſſed herfeff in her richeſt attire 
and went to the Alfukih, ſaying, Signior, F am come 
once again to defire fon pay my huſband the money 
you borrowed of him. If you do it for love of me, 
depend upon my gratitude. Fair lady, rejoins the 
doctor, you ſhall have 2000 fequins on the condition I 
promiſed them. Bring the money then ſaid ſhe to my 
houſe this night exactly at ten o'clock, and I will intro- 
duce you to my apartment. The doctor was overjoyed 
at this aſſignation, and einbraced her. Then the went 
to act the fame part with the Cady ; and faid to him, 
I have not had a moment's reft ſince I left you. I 
remembered it was my fault that I had you not for a 
lover. I now repent of my obſlinacy. At theſe words 
the Cady was tranſported, and faid, Where ſhall we 
meet? Come to my houſe, replied the, at eleven in 
the evening, alone. Fear not any diiturbance from my 
huſband, he is old, and worn out with infrmities. The 
Cady allo proinifed to come at the time appointed. 


Nozopy now remained but the governor, whom the 
determined to catch in the fame trap. She had the ad- 
dreſs to make him believe all the faid, and it was at 
length agreed that he ſhould come at midnight. This 
done, ſhe ordered an apartment to be put in nice order, 
and ſpread a table with fruits and ſweetmeats to treat 
her lovers. The firſt that came was the doctor, whom 
an old ſlave conducted to her miſtreſs. As ſoon as he 
looked at her, he crie4 out, O thou Phanix of the 
age! and threw a purſe, in which were 2000 ſequins, 
on the table. She then taking him by the hand, finiling, 
deſired him to fit down on a ſofa ; then calling her old 
ſlave, bid her help to undreſs her lover. She 
off his cloaths, left him in his veſt, and bare headed. 
In the midit of his joy a great noiſe was heard in the 
houſe. 
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houſe. She bid Dalla, the old ſlave, go and fee 
what was the matter, who ſoon returned full of grief, 
ſaying, Ah madam, we are undone ! your brother 5s 
juſt come. Ah me! fays the miſtreſs, How thall [ 
hide my ſhame? Why are you fo diſquieted, replies | 
the old flave ; Put the doctor into one of the chefts 
your huſband bought to carry goods into Carro. The 
doctor approved her advice, and Areaya locked him up, 
ſaying, We thall ſpend the night more agreeably together 
for this ſhort interruption. He full of the ſweet delu- 
fion, lay comfortably in the coffet, not doubting the 
lady's ſincerity. 


Ar eleven o'clock they again heard a great knocking 
at the door. Dulla ran, and alk'd who was there? The 
Cady replied, ſpeak ſottly, for fear of waking Banou. 
My mittre(s, replied ſhe, has a love for you, and ordered 
me to introduce you into her apartment. The judge 
was all on fire at this protuling profpect. The old 
ſlave led him to her miſtrels. Oh! my queen, fays he, 
there is no happineſs comparable to mine. I am no 
longer my own maſter. I cannot, replied ſhe, delay 
your pallion Undreſs yourſelf this moment. Get into 
that bed, while my huſband is laid aſleep. Fll return 
inſtantly. Aroma came back in a fright, and fell a 
weeping, playing her part fo artfully, that the Cady really 
believed her huſband was coming. I ain mot in. the 
leaſt afraid of his menaces, rejoins the judge. You 
are late from all chaſtiſement, while under my pro- 
tection. I know that, ſaid the, but pleaſe, fir, to con- 
ſider, I ſhall hereby loſe my character, who am looked 
upon as a pattern for all diſcreet wives. At theſe words 
ſhe burit out into tears. 


WaiLe ſhe was thus bemoaning her hard fate, Dalla 


entered, and faid, I have juſt thought of a way to eaſe 
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you of your pain. What's that, fays the Cady ? You, 
my lord, rep lied ſhe, need only put yourſelf into a cheſt 
that is in my lady's cloſet. I'm very fure my maſter 
will not look tor you there. With all my heart, fays 
the judge, if your lady thinks proper. She approved 
of the thought, and locked him up, promiſing to ſet 
him at liberty as ſoon as her huſband and relations had 
viſited her apartment. 


There now only remained the governor to be tra- 
panned. He came at midnight, and Dalla introduced 
him as ſhe had the others. Arouya received him in the 
ſame manner. Soon after a great knocking was heard 
at the door. The old ſlave came running into the 
chamber in great confuſion, crying out, Here is the 
Cady. He is juſt gone into your huſband's apartment. 
Arouya bid her liſten to what he faid, and bring her 
an account of it. She returned ſometime after, and 
declared from what ſhe could learn, that the judge 
came to examine her, in the preſence of the doctor 
who accompanied him, about the 1000 ſequins. Here- 
upon ſhe fell a crying, and added, I beſeech you, my 
lord, to hide yourtglt. I conjure you to prevent my 
ſhame. Go into my cloſet, and ſuffer me to lock you 
up in a cheſt for a moment. So the governor was 
trapped. Then Arouya locking the cloſet door, went 
to inform her huſband what ſhe had done. This made 
them both merry; but how, ſays Banou, do you think 
to get off this adventure. You ſhall know to-morrow, 


replies ſhe. 


Taz next day the came to my palace, and into the 
hall where I was giving audience to the people. I took 
notice of her noble air and beauty, and bid her draw 


near me. She puſhed thro' the croud, and fell at my 
feet.. 
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feet. Riſe, faid I, and tell me your buſineſs. She 
replied, Oh mighty monarch ! I am the wife of Banou, 
a merchant, who has the honour of being one of your 
majeſty's ſubjects, and lives in this capital. Then re- 
lated to me the doftor's knavery ; the Cady's injuſtice, 
and the governor's propoſal to ſeduce her. | thought 
it a ſtory invented to do them ill offices with me, and 
not willing to believe her, ſaid in ſurprize, Where 
are your witneſſes ? At home, fir, replied ſhe, if you 


pleaſe to ſend for them, you will not ſuſpect my vera- 
City. 


I 1MMEDIATELY diſpatched a party of my guard; 
to Banou's houſe, and he delivered to them the three 
cheſts, which they brought into the hall. Here, fir, 
fays Arouya, are my evidence: ; then pulliag three keys 
out of her pocket, opened them, and produced her 
three lovers almoſt naked in open court. All the ſpec- 
tators burſt into laughter, nor could I refrain; but 
ſoon reſuming an air of gravity ; I firſt reprimanded 
them; then condemned the doctor to pay Banau 459 
ſequins of gold, and turned the Cady and Governor out 
of their places. After this I bid the young woman lift 
up her veil. The emotion ſhe was in, on account of 
being expoled to the Whole court, added to her charms, 
and I never ſaw any thing more beautilul. I was ſtruck 
with amazement, and cried out, in a kind of tranſport, 
Thy three lovers are not fo blameable as I imagined. 
The hall reſounded with her praifes, and every one 
rhought Banou, notwithſtanding his circumſtances, the 
happiett man living. 


In ſhort, her image was always beſore me; not a 
moment paſſed in which ſhe was abſent from my 
thoughts. Finding I could have no peace of mind 


without 
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without her, I ſent for Banou, and told him I was 
paſſionately in love with his wife; that I would load 
him with riches, and give him the faireſt ſlave ia my 
ſeraglio, if he would make a facritice of his wife to 
me. Great monarch, replied he, Wealth is no tem 

tation to me, if I muſt purchaſe it with the loſs of 
Arouya ! Yet ſuch is my love for her, that I will preter 
her happineſs to my own. I will give her an account 
of our converlation, and if ſhe approves of your ma- 


jeſty's otfers, I will inſtantly put her away. 


BANOU was as good as his word; but ſhe burſt 
into tears, and replied, Can you imagine that I am 
charmed with the love of a king? No, no, I had ra- 
ther live with thce in a Cottage, than with the greate:t 
prince in a palace. What thall we do then, lays the 
huſband ? How ſhall I defend you againſt fo ſormid- 
able a rival! Inſtead of returning to the king, replies 
Arouya, let us take what money we have, wich the beſt 
of our goods, and leave Damaſcus as ſoon as poſſible. 
They left the city that very evening, and made the 
road for Cairo, as Dalla, who refuſed to go with them, 
afterwards informed me. Her beauty and virtue are 
| fo fixed in my heart, that for above 20 years paſt I 
have been inſenſible to the charaus of women. 


BEDREDDIN had ſcarcely fiaithed his ſtory 
when they were diverted with the fight of a number of 
camels and horſes grazing in a meadow. They made 
towards them, and perceiving a magnificent tent, in 
which were men eating and carouzing, they obſerved 
among them one taller than the reſt, very richly attired. 
He fat croſs-legged on a floor-cloth of fine tapeſtry, 
and had ſeveral golden dithes before him full of various 
kinds of meat. He was a venerable perſon, about 50 

years 
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years of age, attended by 20 or 30 officers; one of 
whom, ſpying the king of Damaſcus and his compani- 
ons, came up, aſked who we were, and whither bound? 
The king anſwer'd, we are three jewellers, who come 
from the court of Circaſſia, and are going to Bagdad. 
Pray tell us who your maſter is? My lord, replied the 
officer, he is called Aboulfouarts, or, The Great Voyager, 
and values himſelf for his magnanimity. He com- 
monly reſides at Baſra, where he has built a marble 
palace. This faid, the officer returned to his maſter, 
who no ſooner ſaw the three ſtrangers, than he roſe 
and went to receive them. He introduced them into 
his tent, and defired them to fit down, and eat and 
drink with him. The entertainment being over, Aboui- 
fouari;'s ſlaves loaded the camels, folded up his tents, 
and proceeded on his journey, we three accompanying 
him. On the road, he inſenſibly conceived a friend- 
ſhip for us his fellow-travellers. We got him into a 
vein of talking, and he told us his adventures, which 
are ſo extraordinary, that no one would believe them, 
was he not remarkably known to be a hater of lies. 


Tle Adventures of ABOULFOUARIS, fur- 
named, THE GREAT VoYVAGER. 


VovAGZE TI. 


A father was a merchant of Baſra, who carried 
on a great trade to the coaſt of /ndia, and took 

me, ere I was 12 years old, along with him. In leſs 
than ro years after, I became the richeſt merchant in 
that city. One day he faid to me, Son, I have an 
accompt to ſettle with one of my correſpondents at 
Serendib, 
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Serendib, and intend to {end you thither. I was un- 
willing to part fron lum; but at the fame time had a 
deſire to ſee that city and iſland. We had the good 
fortune to airive there ſale; here I firſt enquired out 
my father's factor. He was well known in the city, 
and one of the wealchieſt merchants in the iſland. He 
received me with great reſpect, and took me to his 
houſe. He was an honeſt man, and I finiſhed my 
buſineſs in le than fix weeks; then prepared to ſet 
ſail with the Grit fair wind. As I was coming home, 
the very evening bcfore I deſigned to embark, a lady 
richly dreſſed, and well ſhaped, paſſed by, attended 
by a flave who carried her luggage. I was ſtruck 
with her princely: air and mein, and cried out in tranſ- 
port, What lovely creature is this! She heard, turned 
about, and looked at me; but remained filent. I was 
afraid I had offended her, and began to feel what I 
never felt before; when the ſlave came up to me, and 
ſaid, my lord, I have orders to condut you to my 
mittreſs's apartment. 


Tuo' 1 was to embark the next morning, I fol- 
lowed him, leaving every thing to the venture. He 
led me thro' ſeveral narrow ſtreets to à palace, and 
carried me into a ſpacious room, magnificently fur- 
niſhed, where he defired me to ſtay till he came: While 
my thoughts were full of the lady, there came in ſe- 
veral others, all exceeding beautiful ; but not one like 
her whom I expected. At laſt ſhe entered unveiled ; 
came forward, and ſeated herſelf by me on a ofa. 
Her women ranged themſelves on both fides. Caine 


hither, young man, ſays the, I muſt let you know, my 


ſtars incline me to do you a favour, if you devote your 
heart to me fincerely : A favour I never yet granted. 
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ProsTRATING myſelf at her feet, I cried, Ah 
fultana! to what high dignity Co you deſign to advance 
a ſtranger? Tell me, replies ſhe, of what country you 
ate? Of what quality, and what brought you hither ? 
I readily fatisfied her curioſity, and added, that I de- 
ſigned to return home on the morrow ; and tho' there 
were objects enough in this fine city to captivate the 
eyes of a ſtranger, nothing but her beauty was ca- 
pable of detaining me. Then, replied the filing, you 
now will not depart fo haftily. After this treatment, 
madam, faid I, how ſhould I have any will but your's. 
Such ſentiments, rejoins ſhe, muſt endear you to me, 
and I repent not of my choice. She then bid me fit 
down by her on a ſota, and told me her name was 
Canzade, the only daughter of the king of Serendis's 
grand viſier; that by the death of her father ſhe was 
poſſeſſed of an immenſe treaſure, which it would be 
my fault not to divide with her. 


Waits we were engaged in this diſcourſe, tables 
were ſpread with variety of Ciſhes, and delicate wines 
were preſented. During the collation, ſhe entertained - 
me with gaiety and wit. She often drank a little to 
me, while I greedily ſucked in the poiſon of love. Sup- 
per being over, the lady's women entertained us with 
longs and muftick. When they had done, ſhe called 
tor a Cup of wine, and looking upon me with tender- 
neſs, fung herſelf to the followiag purpoſe : © Hine, 
Ey its ſoft heat, diſpoſes the heart of a lady te mingle 
* flames with her lader.“ 


Waen I was about to depart, the cried, with an air 
of affliction, Will you leave me ? I then told her how 
civilly I had been uſed by Habib my father's factor; 

that 
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that it would be cruel not to eaſe his pain for my ſtay- 
ing out all night ; but that I would return in lefs than 
an hour. She fearing my wile hoſt, ſhould detain me, 
would only ſuffer me to write to him what ſhe dictated ; 
which was as follows: “ An affair of importance o- 
** bliges me to put off my departure, and will detain 
« me for ſome days. Be under no anxiety about me, 


* oc. 


Waex ſhe had ſhewn me all over the palace, and 


it was time to go torefl, ſlaves were order'd to put int 


to bed. I knew not what to think of this affair, but 
was divided between hope and fear, and could get little 
fleep all night. When the fun aroſe, the rich turni- 
ture of the room dazzled my eyes. I got up. The 
llaves hearing me, enter d with ſplendid apparel. I 
choſe a robe of green ſilk embroider d with gold. 1 
was fcarce dreifed, when Canzade came in, and en- 
quired how I flept ? I told her that J had ſpent the 
night in ſuch a manner, a3 becaiue an impatient lover. 
She replies, I will be aſſured of your ſincerity before ] 
engage in a treaty on which my happinets or miſery 
depends I ftaid with her cight days, and was treated 
like a king. 


Oxe day, as we walked in the garden, Aboulfouarts, 
fays ſhe, I flatter myfel? you love me. Give me your 
heart with your hand, ad let us be joined together in 
wedlock. Tl:is fpeech of her's put me into great dif- 
order. I knew fhe was of the ſect of the Guebres, 
and I a Mahometan. The lady gueſſed the cauſe 
of my confuſion by my looks, and faid, I rather ex- 
peed tranſports of joy, than this ſhocking conſter- 
nation. I replied, my fair one, there is an unſur- 
mountable obftacle, which prevents my happineſs. My 


religion 
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religion forbids me to marry a woman who is not of 
the faith of Mahome!. I expect then, rejoins ſhe, that 
you worſhip the ſun and the fire; that you abjure your 
own tenets, and profeſs mine. My filence gave her 
freſh provocation. She wept bitterly, and loaded me 
with reproaches. At length ſhe grew more moderate, 
and faid, I hope your mind will alter. I give you 
eight days to conſider of it; and if you do not then 
comply with my delire, expect the higheſt reſentment 
of an injured woman. 


Taz time was now elapſed, and I was to know my 
face. I had juſt dreſſed myſelf, when fix of Canzade's 
flaves conducted a band of ſtrangers into my room, the 
chief of whom bid me follow him. I aſked, whither 
I was to go; one of them anſwer'd, we are forbidden 
to tell you. "They led me to the port, and put me on 
board a ſhip. Here the mafter told me, he was bound 
to Golconda, and that Canzade had given me to him 
for a ſlave, and charged him never to let me return 
to Baſra. I gneved much for ſeveral days; however, 
at laſt I refolved to ſerve my maſter faithfully. He 


was a good man, uſed me well, and I grew more and 
more in his favour. | 


AFTER a long and dangerous paſſage we arrived 
at Go/conda, in which capital our maſter was received 
like a man loved and reſpected by every body. A 
thouſand careſſes paſſed between him, his wife, and 
daughter. Then he preſented me to the ladies as a 
flave, and deſired them to accept of my ſervice. I 
ſoon got into their good graces, and nothing was done 
well but what I did. Dehanuſch's love for me daily 
increaſed, and he made a diſtinction between me and 
the reſt of the ſlaves. Abeulfacuaris, ſaid ic, one day, 

for 


* 
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for I had told him my name; from the firſt moment I 
faw you, I took a fancy to you. You have ſeen my 
daughter; there is not a handſomer woman in this 
city. I am determined you thall marry her, having 
found the likes you. My lord, ſaid I, the honour of 
being your ſon-in-law would be great, if you believed 
in Mahomet ; but you are a Gentile, My daughter 
thall this moment turn Mabometan, replied he, and fo 
will my wife; I am weary of worſhipping calves and 
oxen ; it is a ſhocking piece of ſuperſtition. There 
certainly is a ſupreme being. Accept, therefore, my 
propoſal. 


F4CRINNISA, tho' very amiable, and a match 
very advantageous to me, was at this time engaged to 
a merchant's fon in the city, who loved her to diſtrac- 
tion, and had often demanded her in marriage; but 
on occaſion of a quarrel between the two families, was 
as often repulſed. Do you, Aboulfaouaris, marry me, 
faid ſhe, and the next day put me away in a fit of anger; 
then make choice of my lover for your Hulla. I had no 
inclination to marry her. This indifference aroſe from 
the dear remembrance of Canzade ; fo I told her, that 
ſhe ſhould be fatished ; but added at the fame time, I 
love my maſter, and he will reproach me with ingrati- 
tude. Leave that to me, replied the, I'll promiſe to 
appeaſe my father's rage. 


I azSURED her, that I was ready to comply with 
her requeſt. We were married, and a few days after 
I repudiated her. Dahaouſch came to me, and demand- 
ed the cauſe. I anſwer'd, fair Facrinniſa has given 
her heart to another, and I did this to prevent my 
poſſeſſing a woman againſt her will. He laugh'd at my 
delicacy, deſired me to take her again, adding, ſhe will 

g love 
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into the town to feek for a Full 


I feemingly conſented, and went 


Her father went 
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home better fatished, while I was looking about for 
Facrinniſa's lover, who was married to her before the 


Cady. 


fuſed to put her away in the morning. 
Dahaouſch of it. 


They patied that night together, and he re- 


ran and told 
Let me fee who he is, faid he. 


While we were talking the Nays enter'd, and faid, 
Signior Dahaouſch, the Huila your ſon-in-law, is the 
heir of merchant Amer, and defires you my patron to 
agree to the match ; adding, I will make matters up 


between you and his friends ſoon. 


Hereupon a good 


underſtanding was again cultivated between the two 


famiites. 


The merrieft thing of all was, my patron 


piticg me, and gave me a ſum of money, with my 


liberty. 


Tur tame day I embarked in a veſſel bound for 
Surat, in hopes to find there another to convey me to 
Baſra ; but being too much taken up with the curioſities 
in that city, one day as I was diverting myſelf in the 
gardens, an elderly man entered into diſcourſe with 
me. He aid he was a Geatile, had a ſhip of his own, 


and was wont every year to make a voyage. 


I told 


him my adventures, and put my truſt in him. He 
{cemed troubled, faving, I am naturally tenderhearted. 
| am old, rich, and have no children; then embraced 


me tenderly. 
was, that | ſhould go home with him. 


In hort, the reſult of our converſation 
The porter 


let us in, after which the old man made me bathe 
with him; then we fat down, and cat and drank fo 
plentifully, that my hoſt got very merry, and told me 
he had a lecret to impart, as a proof of his affection 
to me. In 15 days, fays he, I ſhall fail from Saouala, 
to an iſland where are found very valuable pearls, 


and 
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and which I viſit once a year. You thall go with 
me. My late captain, whoſe favourite I was, having 
diſcovered theſe treaſures to me before ; I promiſed 
to go with him, provided he would contrive to convey 
a letter from me to my father, to let him know I was 


at Surat. 


DeetxpinG upon Hy/oum's care, for that was his 
name, I willingly embarked, and at the end of three 
weeks we made a little deſolate iſland, where we caſt 
anchor. FHyſoum commanded all the ſeamen to remain 
on board, and only took me on ſhore with him. We 
had each in our hands a lighted torch to keep off the 
wild beaſts, and proceeded in ſearch of the pits. We 
found one very deep, at the foot of a mountain, in the 
middle of the iſland. He let me down into it by a 
rope, where I found pearls of an extraordinary ſize and 
beauty. I filled ſeveral bags with them, which he 
drew up, and when he had got as many as he could 
carry, he cried out to me, Farewell, young man ! I 
every year bring a muſſulman like thee to facritice in 
theſe pits. Ah! wretched 4boulfaouaris, cried I, when 
will thy misfortunes end ? But it was my credulity 
which occaſioned it, and it was not in my power to 
eſcape what I was predeſtinated to ſuffer. I examined 
the bottom of the pit, which. was of vaſt extent; I 


advanced boldly to an opening, where I thought I 


heard the fall of waters from the fea, which broke 
into this pit by ſubterraneous caverns. I threw myſelf 
into the waters, being almott futfocated before I was 
conveyed to the ſhore, and left near a crevice of the 
mountain. Here I recovered my lenſes, and returned 
thanks to heaven for my deliverance ; then roſe and 
went round the iſland ; at length ſpied a great ſhip 


failing near. I mage a ſignal, and the boat was ordered 
out 


1 
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out to take me in. You may gueſs at my tranſport, 
when I here found that the captain of the veſſel! was 
a particular friend and acquaintance of my father's. I 
told him my adventure ; and all the crew agreed to 
land in the iſland. We did fo, went down into the pits 
by turns, and brought up abundance of fine pearls ; then 


continued our voyage to Serendib, to ſell our calicoes 
and buy cinnamon. 


Taz weather proved favourable. to us for ſome 


time. At laſt a violent ſtorm aroſe, which drove us out 


of our courſe for fix days. On the Sth we faw a 
mountain of vaſt extent, and very high, whoſe ſides 
lboked like glaſs. Upon this an old ſeaman cricd out, 
We are loſt. We are held here by a charm, and cannot 
keep off the ſhore. The whole crew was ſtruck with 
horror. For my own part, ſaid I, I am not at all 
frighted. Let you and I, captain, endeavour to aſcend 
the mountain, and there ſeek out a remedy for ou- nut- 
fortunes. We went on ſhore, but it was with great 
difficulty we reached the top of it. 


H xk to our great aſtoniſhment, we ſaw a magni- 
ficent dome, on the top of which was a pillar of ticel 
fix cubits high. At the foot of it was faſtened, with 
chains of gold, a little drum, round which were written 


in gold letters, If any thip is ſo unfortunate as to 
«c 
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come near this mountain, it can never get off, till 
one of the ſhip's company ſtrike this drum three 
times with the ſtick. At the firſt firoke it will get 
off a little way: at the ſecond it will loſe ſight of 
the mountain: at the third it may go where it will; 
but the man who ſtrikes it muſt {tzy lere, and let the 


others depart.” 
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Wx we had read the inſcription, we went back 
to the thip, but not a foul on board would ſacriſice 
himſelf for the reſt. I offered to ſtay, on condition 
the captain would go directly to Baſra, give my father 
the pearls that belonged to me, and inform him what 
was become of me. "They all ſwore to do as I re- 
quired, then put me on ſhore. I climbed up the 
mountain, ſtruck the drum, and the ſhip got off. I 
advanced forwards to the top of the mountain, which 
was about a league over. In lets than an hour I ſpied 
a decrepit old man, fitting on a ſtone at the door of a 
hut. I prayed him to tell me why a ſhip within fuch 
a diſtance of the mountain was attracted to it? He told 
me they were attracted towards the mountain by the 
currents ; but it I wanted to know the meaning of the 
drum, I mult go to his brother, that was much older 
than he, who perhaps would give me ſome inſight into 
the matter. His brother could not tell me, but faid, 
My eldeft brother, who lives but a few paces off, will 
inform you who is the author of the Ta/i/man on the 
mountain. I went on, and aſked the third old man 
about it, whom I thought the youngeſt. He ſaid, we 
are call d the three brothers of the mountain; I am 
100 years old, but my never having had either wite or 
children, occaſions me to look younger than the other 
tro. As for the Taliſman, continued he, all I know 
of it is, that I was told when a boy, it was compoled 
by an [ndian cabbaliſt. I then enquired how tar I 
was off from any part of the iſland that was inha- 
bited. He anſwered, Keep to the path on the right 
hand, it will lead you to a good city, Where there is a 
very hne port. 


I TuanxED him for his information, and by his 
direction 
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direction came to a very large city, where trade ſeem- 
ed to flourith, and ſaw a great number of thips in the 
port. While I ſtood ſurveying them, I was accoſted 
by Habib, my father's tutor at Serendib. Who could 
have thought, ſaid I, that we ſhould have ever met 
again! I then told him my adventure with Canzade. 
He told me he was bound to Serenib, and in twenty- 
four hours would make the beſt of his way thither. 
After an ill paſſage, we at laſt arrived at the defired 
port; where I one morning went out to enquire in 
what condition Canzade was; reſolving, it poſſible, to 
fee her. I did not go far before I met with one of 
her ſlaves, who by her order, was ſent for the captain 
to whom I was delivered. He ſtopped me, faying, he 
was not pleaſed with that commiſſion; and hoped, I 
was of the like opinion. I am, faid I; giving him a 
ring. My lord, replied the ſlave, Canzade's affairs 
are much altered within theſe two months. The king 
obliged her to marry an old lord of the court, who 
was in love with her. Seeing me concerned at this 
news, he added, It was your own fault ; Why did 
not you renounce your prophet? I do not know con- 
tinued he, whether it may be proper to tell my mittre!s 


that you are in town ; but as your grief is fuct.. I will 


not deprive you of all conſolation ; one of her women 
ſhall tell her of it ; let her alſo know at the fame time, 
the thoughts of loſing her diſtracts you ; and that you 
heartily lament her being joined to a man ſhe can- 
not love. I agreed, and he ſwore he would do as I 
deſired. 


A FULL month paſſed, without hearing a word from 
Canzade, which made me imagine I ſhould hear from 
her no more. This reflection cauſed me to retire to a 
country ſeat Habib had about four leagues from the 

N 2 City. 
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city. Here I ſpent my time in viewing the country; 
and one day walking by a river fide, I came near a 
magnificent pagod, where the remains of mortality are 
burnt, and the wives facritice themſelves to the Manes 
of their huſbands. TI obſerved at a ſmall diſtance, 
ſeveral gentiles employed in building a kind of hut, 
with combullible materials. I went to them and aſked 
what they were doing ? They anſwered, One of the 
chief lords of the court is dead, whoſe body is to be 
burnt in five or fix hours, and his faithful wife is to be 
conſumed on the fame pile. 


Ar the time appointed for this ſhocking ſpectacle, 
I faw ſeveral perſons carried on palaquins, with flaves 
marching betore them, fome bearing banners, others 
ſounding trumpets, among whom was the governor of 
Serendib, mounted on an elephant, attended by twelve 
perſons, and fitting under a tent, erected on the back 
of the elephant. About three hours after above 30000 
men, women, and children, aſſembled about the cab- 
bin. I juitled thro! the crowd, and faw about a ſcore 
of prieſts, who feil on their knees before the victim 
appcared. 


Wren it began to be dark Canzade approached, 
mounted on a white palfrey, attended by twelve women 
on horſeback, with gold rings and bracelets. They 
had pearl necklaces, diamond ear-rings, and on their 
heads crowns of gold. Her huſband's corpſe was 
brought to the fide of a rivulet that ran near the pile. 
Here ſhe waſhed it all over, then delivered it to the 
prieſts, who laid it on a heap of ſtraw mixed with 
ſulphur. She then walked round it, wathed her face 
and hands, embraced her women, gave them. their 
liberty, and prepared for the ſacrifice with great intre- 


pidity. 
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pidity. I drew near the pile, and when ſhe liſted up 


the ſilver plate which covered her face ; how was I 
ſurprized to ſee it was Cangade. Grent God! faid I, 
can I bear this fight! I faw her delivered into the 
hands of the priefts, and led by them into the cabbin, 
who exhorted her to behave fo as to merit future 
happineſs. She lighted a torch to {er fire to the pile, 
and 1, overwhelmed with grief icexpretiible, return- 
ed to Habib's country ſeat; to which he came that 
evening. 


He demanded the cauſe of my melancholy. I am 


furprized, replied he, that this lady ſhould perith for 


the foke of an old lord whom the did not love, when 
ſhe is not compelled to make him that facrifice. The 
governor, by his majeſty's orders, alwavs ex2mines 
thoſe widows who demand to be burned. He endea- 
yours to diſſuade them from it, and will never allow 
them to die, but on account of their own obſtinacy; 
and few ſacrifice themfelves, but fuch as are perſuaded 
their voluntary death will. procure eternal happineſs. 
So that Canzade, to have a ſtatue erected to her me- 


mory in the pagod, has been goaded cn to fuffer death 
without terror. 


Wu my hoſt was talking to me in this manner, 
and uſing all poflible means to divert me, a ſlave came 
into his houſe, and enquired for me. I knew him to 
be the fame I met on my arrivah at Serendib. He 
called me aſide, and ſaid, Signior, my miſtreſs valued 
herfelf upon her heroick virtue, and conſented to be 
made a ſacritice to a perion ſhe did not love, purely to 
gain the veneration of the gentiles. I am now the 
flave of another lady as beautiful as Canzade, who 
loves you more. On hearing you were departing for 
| N 3 Surat, 
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Surat, the ſent me to inform you of this advantageous 
incident. 


I am obliged to be ungrateful, ſaid I, for Canzade's 
image is ever before me. I can reliſh no other object. 
I refuſed to ſee her, imagining after this I thould never 
more be troubled with the ſlave or his lady: however, 
the former returned the fame night with a billet ; the 
purport of which was ; 


Tous converſation with my flave afforded me 
** more joy than grief. It heightens the impatience I 
** have to fee you; and if you are really taken up ſo 
much with the thoughts of Canzade, we ſhall both 
be ſoon fatished.” 


Tao' I knew not what to think of this, after a 
ſnort pauſe, I determined to follow the flave, who 
conducted me to a mean apartment, and bid me ſtay 
till he brought his lady. Imagine my condition, when 
knew her to be the princes Canzade. Aboul- 
facuaris, ſaid the, I did not detign to ligt you; J 
ain in reality ſtill alive. She then told me how one of 
the prieſts, for a ſum of money, ſaved her from the 
flames. My dear princeſs, replied I, you needed not 
have viſſembled fo far; there was no force put upon 
you. Yes, rejoined the lady; I was under a neceſſity 
to act that part, when my deſign was to put you in the 
place of my huſband, and to abjure idolatry. Ah! 
my queen, faid I; and did you do this for my fake ? 
Saying this, I threw myſelf at her feet: You have 
thiz moment made me the happieſt of mortals. She 
raiſed me, and replied, You have but little reaſon to 
boaſt of your felicity. Canzade is not fo valuable a 
prize. She is no longer in poſſeſſion of thoſe —_ 

* 
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which ſhe offer'd you with her perſon. The prieſts 
ſhared a great part of them, and the governor made 
me pay dear for leave to burn myſelf. How cruel are 
you, replied I, to imagine that my love was founded 
upon intereſt ? No, no, my charming Canzade, when 
you expoſed all your wealth to my view, I call heaven 
to witneſs, that my whole ſou] was fixed upon your 
perſon only. | 


ArTERr this we agreed to embark for Baſra as ſoon 
as poſſible. I took leave of my hott, and in the night 
took with me ſome faithful ſlaves, who carried her 
jewels on board a veſſel bound to Surat. Here we met 
with another about to fail for Baſra; at which place 
we arrived fafe, after a pleatant paſſage. My father's 
Joy to ſee me was inexpreſſible, and he received Can- 
zade very favourably. The next day my father and I 
waited on the Cady with the lady, where the abjured 
the idolatry, in which ſhe was educated. He then aſked 
her conſent, and we were married accordingly. The 
rejoycings laſted fifteen days. 


$I th RET YLEAD CPN 


Continuation of the Adventures of AEO UU.“ 
FAOUARIS, 


Vovace Il 


Was now in poſſeſſion of my beloved Canzade ; 
we enjoyed the delights of a periect union, and 
prayed to heaven for the duration oi: Hur happineſs. 
But alas! our lives are chequer'd with joy and milery. 
Soon after our marriage my father died, and divided 
his eſtate between me and my brother, whoſe name 
| N 4 Was 
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was Hour. He laid out all his fortune in the purchaſe 
of a ſhip and merchandize for Malabar. His ſhip was 
caſt away; and tho” he faved his liſe, he returned a 
beggar. I fet him up again, but he met with the 
lame fate. Hereupon I adviſed him to comfort himſelf 
tor his loſſes, and live at eaſe with me. My time was 
wholly employd in contriving how to pleaſe Canzade, 
while my brother walked about, and diverted himſelf 
with his friends. We both loved expence, and in a 
few years iny income, which was very confiderable, be- 
came greatly impaired. I therefore enter d into partner- 
flip with a rich merchant, and reſolved to go and trade 
to the kingdom of Golconda. 


My partner was a very honeſt man, and we bought 
goods proper for Surat, where we intended to take in 
others more ſuitable for our voyage. 


Tur day before my departure, I broke from the 
arms of Canzaze, and bid my brother adieu; adding, 
I leave the charge of my houſe to you, and be ſure to 
defend my wife againſt any il|-defigning perſons till my 
return. He boaſted much of kis honour, and promifed 
hdelitv. We ſet fail with a air wind, and arrived at 
Surat, ſold our merchandize, and bought a cargo fit 
for the market of Golconda ; where after ſome fatigue 
we arrived, and diſpoſed of our goods to advantage. 
My partner well-knowing the value of diamonds, we 
laid out mott of our ſtock in that commodity, which he 
aſſured me would pay us 400 per Cent. at Bagdad. 
After this we embarked for Baſra. 


On our return we met with a ſtorm, which drove 
us on a rock at the point of a deſart iſland, where 
the hip and all the crew petithed, except my partner 
and 
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and me, who both leaped into the boat, and rowed to 


ſhore. The very moment we were about to land, a 
large crocodile ſtruck his tail againſt the boat, and 
daſhed it in pieces; at the ſame tine ftretchiag open 
his jaws, ſeized my partner. In the mean time J 
reached the ſhore, and ran up into the iſland. I came 
firſt to a fountain, whole water was as white as milk, 
and the taſte of it more delicious than the beit ſherbet. 
I then gather'd ſome herbs which grew near, and found 
them excellent tood. Froia this tountain I went to a 
wood, which I enter'd ; and, having gone about 300 
paces, came to a flowery meadow, which perfumed 
the air with its odours. In the middle of the meadow 
ſtood a very high ipreading tree, under which was a 
tent of brocade, and in that was a man lying upon a 
couch. Near him lay a dragon, holding in his mouth 
a box of baltam, which he frequently put to the old 
man's noſe. I was much terriied at this fight, and ran 
and hid myſelf in the wood, to obſerve what would 
become of the man. I had not waited long, before 
the dragon flew into the air, and was out of ſight in a 
moment. I then returned to the teat, where I tound 
a perfon who feemed to be about 120 years old; yet 
living, tho' in a ſtate of death. I furvey'd him a-while, 
then took up the gold caſket on which he jeaned his 
hand, opened it, and took out two tables, on which 
was written; © A/of fon of Barkia, and gren! viſier 
« ot Solomon, i; the old man that reſt; ia this tent; 
„ which he raited, and laid himſelf upon this couch, 
« where he died, having wrote theſe words, and put 
« them into this caſket. Let all who enter upon this 
« ifland be of good courage, for they muſt ſoon perith, 
„if they are not proof againſt the greateſt .dangers. 
If they fear nothing, let them go to the welt file 
„of the iſle. At the foot of the mountain they will 
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find an opening: let them enter it boldly, and go 
forward till they come to a meadow, at which they 
vill be altoniſhed. Tis by this alone they can obtain 


* their wilhes. 


HavixG read theſe words, I kiſſed the tables, fell 
on my knees, and, lifting my eyes unto heaven, cried 
out, Pity me, O God! let me not periſh in this diſmal} 
place. I hen marching on towards the welt, I came to 
the foot of a mountain, where I faw an opening. 
Tho' dreadiully dark, I enter'd it with good courage, 
and proceeded on for 20 hours all on a deſcent: I at 
lift beheld the light of day, by which I was led into a 
meadow full of various fragrant flowers, and fine fruit- 
trees. Much fatigued, I lay down on the graſs, and 
tell aſleep. When I awoke, to my great furprize, I faw 
100T 15 black genies about me. 


One of them ſaid to me, Son of Adam, what 
brought thee hither ; I told them all. And being fore 
troubled, they conducted me to the king. Oh ! Iman, 
faid he, what is the cauſe of your ſorrow ? I told 
him. After a ſhort pauſe, he replied : Since you have 
a wiſe whom you love, and are thus uneaſy about her, 
I freely give you leave to depart ; and, as a mark of 
my affection, will cauſe a genie to tranſport you to 
Baſra. A genie at that time paſſing by in a cloud, he 
alked whither he was going ; to which anſwer was 
made, I am going on a good errand to Baſra. If fo, 
ſays the king's prophet, you muſt then do me a piece of 
ſervice. Carry this Muſſulman to Baſra, and ſet him 
down at his own door. 


In leſs than 12 hours, he tranſported me to my own 
houſe. It was dark when I knocked at the door. A 
ſlave 
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flave opened it, and, gov, what a figure I cut, 
refuſed me admittance. I told him I was his maſter. 
Upon this he went and told my wife, who-came her- 
ſelf to me, and gave a horrible thriek. What is the 
matter, faid I; Is it poſſible for Aboulfanuarts to frighten 
Canzade? Call Hour, continued l, let me ſpeak to my 
brother. He came and furvey'd me very ſlrictly, de- 
claring he did not know me. My brother was hand- 
fone, faid he, but you are ugly. I knew I was al- 
ter d, but was ſurprized that my wite and my brother 
ſhould forget my features. Have not you, faid I, know- 
ledge of your once beloved huſband? Wien a young 
man coming to me faid, I have married Canzade. 


I Looked with indignation upon Hour and my 
wife, and cryed out, What do I hear? Has Canzade, 
faid I, whoſe conſtancy I really thought equal to my 
own, married another man? The next day we all four 
went to the Cady. My lord, fays the young man, I 
was married to Canzade yeſterday; our marriage is not 
conſummated ; but this man coming laſt night and pre- 
tending to be her fori.: er huſband, diſturbs our happiness. 


Tur Cady knew Aboulfaounris, and faid I was not 
like him ; then turning to Canzade, fail, What do you 
think of it, fair lady? If I was to judge by my ere, 
my lord, replied the, it is not he ; but my ear teils me 
his voice is the voice of Aboulfaouaris. Al! judge of 
the Muſſulmen, ſail I, be careful of deciding this af- 
fair too precipitately. If I am altered, it is by living 
ſo long under ground with the genics. What's that 
you ſay, rejoins the Cady, Can a mortal man live under 
ground? Without doubt, replied I, and if you pleaic, 
I will give you an account of what has befallen me. 

Here 


276 Perſan TALES. 


Flere the young man interrupted me, faying, He has 
a romantic ſtory ready to deceive you. Hold your 
tongue, ſays the Cady to him; then turning to me, 
laid, Speak, I will hear you. 


I ToLD him the whole ſtory ; after which, he ſaid, 
muſt own, what this man ſays is not very probable ; 
vet, as the affair before me is of great importance, 
you umſt all four go to Aly, the ſon-in-law of Ma- 
homet, and the great Omar, commander of the faith- 
ful, will give a deciſive judgment. We all ſet 
out directly for Medina, and went to Omar's palace, 
v-ho conducted us to the Racuze, where we found 
Ay at prayers on the prophet's tomb. Aly aſked my 
nume, which when he heard, he cried out in a tranſ- 
pert, This man is no impoſtor. For Mahomet, my 
tather-in-law, gave me notice that a man called Aboul- 
faxuaris would one day come hither, and inform me of 
wonderful things. The day is come, and I long to 
ſatisfy my curiolity. I then once more related my 
adventures ; with which Omar and Aly were mightily 
pleaſed. Then Omar diſmiſſed the young man, and 
gave me my Canzade, with 200,0co ſequins of golds 
100 flaves, and 100 camels. 


Tus king of Damaſcus, now fully convinced there 
was no man in the world who had not ſomething to 
trouble him, ſaid, Thoſe are the happy perſons whoſe 
afflictions are moſt ſupportable. 


The 
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The FHftiry of Nas is ADñD OU E, King of 
NI. Ae; ABDEKRAHMAnE, a Merebant 
of Bagdad, and ihe Faik ZuixxkB. 


B D RRA IHA VE was a young rich merchant 

of Bagdad, who lived like a perſon of quality. 
All the people of diſtinction in the city were welcome 
to his table, and his bounty was equal to his hoſpita- 
firty. He one day enter d into a Figuaa ſhop; and 
ſecing 2 genteel ſtranger fitting by himlelf, he fat down 
at the fame table. They, from this time, enter'd into 
a ſtrict friendthip. The ſtranger was ſoon obliged to 
go to Moujel. I ſhall ſoon be there myſelf, ſays A- 
derrahmane ; where ſhall I find you? At the king's 
palace, ſays the ftranger: there you will know who I 
am; and fear not a hearty welcome. 


Soox after the merchant's affairs called him to 
Meuſel. The firit thing he there fer about, was to ſeek 
for his friend. He went to the king's palace, and 
view'd every one's face he wet, to find the unknown 
man he loved. He at lat perceived him in the mid- 
dle of a crowd of courtiers, and doubted not but he 
was the ſovereign. The monarch ſoon calt his eyes 
upon him, and advanced to receive him. The 
merchant fell at his feet. The king raifed and em- 
braced him, then led him into his cloſet ; which kind 
reception amazed the whole court, inſomuch that the 
favourite nobles grew jealous of him; and their jea- 
jouſy ſoon turned to hatred. 

Tur 
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Tus king cateſsd him in an extraordinary manner, 
and ſaid, he loved him better than any of his courtiers ; 
adding, ſuch is the misfortune of the great, that they 
can never be ſure that the affection of thoſe who pre- 
tend to love them, is ſincere; but you made me a 
tender of your friendſhip, without the leaſt knowledge 
of ine, and I can now boalt that I have one friend. 
You thall reſide in my palace while you ſtay at Meuſel. 


Tue merchant lived a whole year with Nafrradgole, 
when he received advice, that his affairs at Bagdad re- 
quired his ſpeedy return; to which the king, with ſome 
reluctance, conlented. 'Ihe merchant came home, 
readily repaired the loſſes he had ſuſtained during his 
abſence, and began to live at a greater expence than 
before. He bought new flaves of all nations; among 
the reſt was a female who was born at Circaſſia; about 
18 years old, and one of the moſt perfect creatures 
that ever was ſeen; her name was Zeineb. Abderrah- 
mane conceived a violent paſſion for her; and ſhe loved 


him with equal ardour. 


Wullz they were tatling the ſweets of mutual af- 
feQion, the king of Mouſe! arrived at Bagdad, and went 
directly to the young merchant's houfe, ſaying to him, 
I have a mind to fee the Calif's court incog. I love 
to mingle among private people, and muſt own the 
time I have ſpent in this manner has been the happieſt 
part of my life. The king boaſted that he had in his 
ſeraglio the handſomeſt ſlaves in all the world. Ihe 
merchant's love for Zeineb cauſed hiuz to oppoſe his 
royal gueſt, and to extol the charms of the Circaſſian. 
You are in love with her, replied the king. This faid, 
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Abderrahmane whiſper d an eunuch, and bid him order 
all his women to dreſs themſelves in their richeſt ap- 
parel, and come into the lighteſt room of his palace; 
then returning, ſaid, My lord, you {hall be judge it I 
am not right. 


Tut eunuch, who was ſent on this errand, came 
in and told the king and his maſter, they were all to- 
gether ; and not one of them had forgot to ſhew her 
charms. The merchant inſtantly led his majeſty into 
a magnificent apartment, where 3o young and beauti- 
ful women were diverting themſelves, fitting on a ſofa 
of roſe-colour'd filk. On the entrance of their maſter 
and his gueſt, they ail roſe from their ſeats. As grand 
a prince as Nafiraddole was, he readily contſſed he 
had none more beautiful. He then examined them 
one by one; and when Zeineb came before him, he 
Hd with tranſport, this, I ſuppoſe, is the fair Cir. 
caſran! Yes, my lord, fays I, did you ever ſee any 
thing like her. 


Tur king of Mouſe! making no reply; the mer- 
chant preſumed he had boaſted too much of her beauty. 


Tut next morning the young merchant waited on 
him ; when, to his great ſurprize, he found hin great- 
ly diicompoled. Why, my lord, are you fo penfive, 
faid he. Ah! my friend, replied the king, I will this 
moment depart for Moujel, The young merchant 
preſſed him to diſcover the cauſe of lis uneaſineſs, and 
at parting the ſecret came out. I will tell you, faid 
the king, I adore Zeineb ; | have ſucked in the fatal 
poiſon, which will make my life milerable. Let noe - 
your ſriendihip upbraid me; alas! I ſhall pay for it 

dearly. 
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dearly. Having faid this, he left the houſe, and took 
the road to Mou/el. | 


An wretch that Iam! faid Abderrahmane, how im- 
prudent was I to let him have the ſight of Zeineb, who 
is a king as ſuperior in virtue as dignity. Shall I ſtrike 
«a ſword into his heart? No, no, my dear prince, I 
will yield her up to you, if I periſh for my gratitude. 
This faid, he order'd a litter to be got ready, ſent for 
Zeineb, and told her the was no more his. The king 
of Mouſe! my friend, has a violent love for you, and [ 
preſent him with your perſon. She burſt into tears, 
crying, Is it poſiible you ſhould fortake me, after hav- 
ing ſworn ſo often an eternal love. Ah faithlets! 
ſome new charmer has taken poſſeſſion of your heart! 
My toul melted to hear her. If fo, fays the, I am of 
all my ſex the moſt wiicrable. If your iriendſhip is an 
over-match tor your love, my love ſhall be an over- 
match for your friend, was he greater than Solon. 
However, the officers put her into a litter with an old 
female ilave ; and they tollow'd the king to Mou/el. 


Z EINER no ſooner came to the palace, than one 
of her guards informed his majeſty of her arrival. O 
Al derrabmane, cried ke, thou art a friend, indeed, who 
preferreſt my happineſs to thy own! He then ſent the 
chief of his eunuchs to receive her, and gave her one 
of the moſt magnificent apartments in the palace, whi- 
ther he ſoon after came to viſit her; and obſerved 


ker ſorrow. 


Farr lady, fays he, I find you are more ſenſible 
of the loſs of a man you love, than of the conqueſt of 
a king. My lord, replied Zeineb, I muſt conform my 
ſentiments to the deſtiny which brought me hither ; and 

am 
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am proud of being introduced to ſuch a virtuous prince 
as you. I wiſh 1 could blot the thoughts of the ingrate 
ſtom my memory. But ah! I dote on the traitor. At 
this ſhe broke out into a flood of tears Ah! charming 
angel, replied he, dery we not the hope of flattering 
myſelf, that time may alter your preſent reſolution. 


Ix the (mean time A derrahmane fell into a deep me- 
lancholy for the loi» of his fair fave. He had been 
in this way near three months, when on a ſudden the 
grand viſier ſent his officers to apptehend him, and put 
him into priſon. The keeper of the priſon went in 
the night, and told him, that his ſentence was, to have 
his houſe razed, and himſelf to be beheaded the next 
day. But, my lord, continued he, vou have done me 
ſervice, and gratitude obliges me to make you ſome 
acknowledgment. Begone from this priſon, the gates 
are open. I thanked the keeper for his generolity ; 
but at the faine time added, you hazard your own, to 
ſave my life. However, I went out of priſon to a 
triend's houſe ; the next morning the grand viſier be- 
ing inſor med of ury eſcape, ſent for the keeper : Thou 
villain, fays he, thou haſt ſuffered a traitor to eſcape z 
cause him to appcar before me in 24 hours, or thou 
ſhalt undergo the puniſhinent which for him was in- 
tended. I opened the doors, replied the keeper, and 
am ready to expiate my crime by the death you pre- 
pared for the molt honeſt and innocent man in Bagdad. 
What proof have you cf his innocence, fays the Ai- 
ſier? His own word, replied the keeper, and he is, 
not capable of ſaying any that is falle. Do you 
know the young merchant's accuſers? Dread the ſpil- 
ling of innocent blood. 


Tuxse 
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Tus words, which the keeper pronounced with 
ſome warmth, niade the viſier reſolve to ſearch into the 
bottom of this affair ; but as he had order'd the young 
merchant's houſe to be razed, and his effects to be con- 
fiſcated, the bait was too tempting not to order the Cady 
and his A/as to make ſtrict (earch after him, and to order 
the keeper into {trict duraace. 


Wuaen they had made diligent ſearch fot about a 
month, to no manner of purpole, Abderrabmane deter- 
mined to go to Mouſel. His danger made him loſe no 
time. When he arrived there, the noiſe” of it was 
ſpread thro' the palace, and reached the king's ear. 
That prince immediately whiſper'd his treaſurer to give 
him 200 ſequins of gold to trade with; but to charge 
him not to return to the palace till the end of fix 
months. The treaſurer executed his commiſſion with 
honour and honeſty. But the young merchant was ex- 
ceedingly furprized, and faid, Have I done any thing to 
oftend his majeſty ? Do not afflict yourſelf, replies the 
treaſurer, the king loves you, and has his reaſons for 
what is done at this juncture. Act according to his de- 
ſire, and you, perhaps, will have no cauſe to repent it. 
I uſed all poiſible means to improve this little ſtock ; but 
induſtry will not always ſucceed in trade. If fortune is 
not the merchant's friend, all his care will but little 
avail. Notwithitanding all the pains I took, at the end 
of fix months I wanted 50 ſequins of my principal 
ſtock. With the remainder I went to the treaſurer, and 
told him, I had funk one fourth of the principal. 'The 

treaſurer inſtantly told me out 50 ſequins, and ſaid, Go 
try your fortune once more, and come to me again ſix 
months hence. 


ABDER- 


. 
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ABDERRAHMANE could not tell what to 
make of this uſage ; but yet relolved to do as the 


king had order'd. He enter'd a ſecond time into trade, 


and at the ſix months end gained 100 ſequins ; then 
returned to the treaſurer, telling him, that he had 
now better luck, having advanced his principal to 
309. Well then, repifed the treaſurer, I will conduct 
you to the king. No fooger did that prince fee him, 
but he roſe and embraced him, faying, Ah my dear 
friend, you had reaſon to expect a more agreeable re- 
ception from me. But I heard of vour diſgrace, and 
durſt not take you into my palace till the ſtorm was 
blown over. 


NASIRADDOLE, hereupon, gave the young 
merchant an apartment in the palace. They ſpent the 
firſt day in mirth and jollity. When night came on, 
the king faid, I muſt make you ſome acknowledgment 
for your favour in giving me the young flave you 
loved. I pretend to give you her equal, and even her 
who is molt dear to me; upon concition, that you 
will marry her. My lord, replied the young merchant, 
I humbly thank your majeſty for this kind offer ; but 
I can love no woman but Zeineb, and hope you will 
lay me under no conſtraint. As full as your heart is of 
Zeineb, replies the king, I greatly queſtion whether you 
can look on this perſon, and not love her. All I de- 
mand is, that you will fee and talk with her. 


Wren Abderrahmane retired to his apartment, the 
chief of the eunuchs came to him, followed by a lady 
veiled, and withdrew. The young merchant prayed 
her to fit down, and placed himſelf by her, faying, 
Fair lady, I am fatisfied, that you are afraid that I am 

ready 
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ready to accept of the king's generons offer; but be 
under no apprehenion that I thall do you fo much 
violence. I love him too well to rob him of the object 
which he adores ; and hope you will not be offended. 
At this ſpeech, ſhe burſt out a laughing, lifted up her 
veil, and he beheld his dear Zeineb. Elated with joy» 
he claſped her in his arins, crying out, Is it you ? Is 
it you I ſee? Ah princeſs! Why did you not diſcover 
yourſelf on your firſt entrance. wen his majeſty was 
{o good as to reſtore you into my poſſeilion : my dear, 
replied ſhe, All the arts and pains he took to make me 
love him proving ineffectual, he detained me here only 
to give me to my beloved. 


Tuty waſted that night in mutual expreſſions of 
approaching felicity. In the morning the king came 
to viſit them. They fell at his feet; he raiſed them, 
and faid, Happy lovers! Live here, and taſte the 
bleſſings of futurity. To engage your hearts by ſtricter 
ties, you ſhall this day be married; and I will not 
only aſſi ga you penſions, but alſo give you 20,000 acres 
of land, exempt from all taxes. What added to their 
happineſs was, Abderrahmane the faine day received 
advice from Bagdad, that one of his accuſers, ſtung 
with remorſe, diſcovered the whole plot to the grand 
viſier, who, on his depoſition, had put his accomplice 
to death; pardoned the keeper, and declared the 
young merchant innocent. 'This intelligence called him 
to Bagdad, where he waited on the viſier, who te- 
ſtored to him part of his effects, which he made a 
preſent of to the keeper of the priſon where he was 
farſt confined ; then haſted back to his beloved Zei- 
neh, and ſpent the remainder of his days in eaſe and 
tranquillity. 


The 
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I 


The Hi bory of RepSIMA. 


2 UKIN, a merchant of Baſra, left off buſineſs on 

a ſudden, and gave himfelf up to devotion. He 
had an only daughter, who was educated in the fear 
of the moſt high, and in the practice of all moral 


virtues. 


REPSTIMA, for that was the daughter's name, tho 
exceeding careful to hide herſelf from the ſight of man, 
was nevertheleſs found out in her retirement. The 
fame of her virtue drew to her ſeveral lovers, who 
demanded her in marriage. Din reflecting upon the 
{mallneſs of his fortune, was willing ſhe ſhould marry 
toine rich merchant ; but fearful of doing violence to 
her inclination, would not propoſe to her a huſband : 


ihe on the other hand determined not to abandon her 
father. 


Ar length Dukin died, and after his funeral was 
over, the whole family adviſed her to marry a young 
merchant called Temin; which ſhe did ſoon after. She 
found in him all the good things which had been faid 
of him. He loved her paſſionately. . But alas! his 
happineſs was of ſhort duration. Tremble, ye mortals, 
when you are at the height of your wiſhes ! 


Tary had not been married twelve months, before 
he was obliged to make a voyage to India. He left 
the care of his affairs to Rewende? his brother; and 
charged him to make Rep/ima chearful during his ab- 
ſence. He anſwered, The ties of blood and friendſhip 

will 
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will not allow me to act otherwiſe. Confiding in this 
promite, Temin departed, and raiſed his ſinking ſpirits 
with the hopes of her ſecurity. But ſoon after his 
embarkation, Rawende fell violently in love with his 
ſiſter. She diſſuaded him from it, and repreſented to 
bim the ill confequences of his amour. Oh! my queen, 
ſaid he, our commerce thall be above the reach of 
ſcandal. Do not flatter yourſelf, replied the, I would 
rather die in torture, than gratify your brutiſh paſlion. 
Is not my huſband your brother ? 


RAVEND E finding he could not corrupt her, me- 
ditated revenge; and one night when the was at 
prayers, ſtole to her chamber, with four witneſſes whom 
he had ſuborned, ſaying, Ah! wretch, have I ſurpriz- 
ed thee with a man. Thou makeſt a ſhew of virtue, 
but committeſt the moſt infamous actions. By this 


artifice, his ſiſter-in-law paſſed for an adultereſs. Not 


contented with ſpreading this ſcandalous report, he ſum- 
moned her before the Cady, with the four witneſſes. 
Repſima was, upon their evidence, condemned to be 
buried alive in the highway. | 


Tur victim, in purſuance of her ſentence, was con- 
duQted three leagues from the city, and buried up Q 
her neck in the ground. She being left in the road in 
this ſhocking condition, an Arabian robber paſſed by 
on horſeback. Stranger, cries ſhe, whoever thou art, 
fave my life, who am unjuſtly buried alive. The Arab, 
tho' a thief, was ſtruck with compaſſion, and faid, 
this charitable action may, perhaps, induce the moſt 
high to pardon my former villainies. He alighted, 
took Repſima out of the grave, and ſet her behind him. 
My lord, cries the, whither are you carrying me? 

10 
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To my wife, replied he, who is the beſt woman in the 
world. 


Tue robber came to the tents, in which lived the 
Arabian plunderers, and delivered the lady to his wife. 
After Repſi ma had related her ſtory, ſhe was ſenſible of 
her misfortunes, and promiſed to ailiſt her. My good 
lady, ſays Rep/ima, if I ſtay with you, give nie a corner 
of your tent, where 1 may ſpend my time in thankſ- 
giving to heaven for my deliverance. She inſtantly 
alhgn'd me a little room. But alas! my troubles were 
not yet at an end. 


Tur negro who drove the cattle to the feld, and look- 
ed after the horſes, was ſtruck with my beauty; but 
being repulſed with indignation, refolved to be revenged 
on me. There was a child in the cradle, of which 
my deliverer and his wife were very fond. One night 
Calid, that was the nezroe's name, cut off it's head, 
and laid the ſcimetar, with which he did it, under 
my bed. The next morning, as foon as the Arab 
and his wife ſaw the bloody ſpectacle, they tore their 
faces, and threw aſhes over their own heads. Calid 
pretending ignorance, ran in a hurry to atk the reaſon of 
their Sorrow. They ſhewed him the cradle, the blood, 
and the dead child. He cried out, Oh deteſtable 
murder ! adding, but the murderer, methinks, may be 
diſcovered by the -tracks of the blood ; which they 
followed to Rep/ima's room, where the negro pulled 
out the bloody ſcimetar. Ah wretch, ſays the Arab 
to me, Why haſt thou ſhed the blood of my only 
ſon. I remained ſilent. Strike her head oft with the 
fame ſcimetar, ſays the negro. I fell into a flood of 
tears. No, replied the Arab, I will firſt hear what 
ſhe has to offer in her own vindication. His wife, 

tho 
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tho' inconſolable for the loſs of her fon, could not 
think Repſima was capable of doing this wickedneſs. 
They both at length were of the fame opinion, and 
inſtead of taking away my life, bid me quit the tent 
immediately, as my preſence might renew their grief. 


REPSIMA travelled all day, and in the evening 


came to a great city and port : here ſhe took up her 
lodging at an old woman's, who was highly moved 
with her ſtory. The next day the old hoſteſs went 
with her to ſee the publick baths. In the way, they 
faw a young man with his hands tied, and a rope about 
his neck, leading to execution. She aſked the crime he 
was guilty of: was anſwer'd, he was a debtor, and it 
was the cuſtom of that city to hang thoſe who did not 
pay their creditors. How much does he owe ? fays 
Repfima. Sixty ſequins, ſays one of the inhabitants. 
The creditor was called for, the money paid, and the 
man was ſet at liberty. Every one longed to 
know who this ſtranger was. To avoid the curioſity 
ol the inhabitants, ſhe left the city; but the voung man, 
whom ſhe had faved from death, being told which way 
ſhe went, overtook her near a fountain ; and, as a 
ſpecimen of his gratitude, offer d to be her ave ; but 


the refuſed him. 


PraesENTLY after he made a declaration of his love; 
but the flew into a rage, and upbraided him with in- 
ſolence; adding, begone, and do not make me repent 
of ſaving thy life. He made no anſwer, but proceed- 
ed on to the ſca-ſide, where he faw a ſhip's crew juſt 
coming aſhore, belonging to a merchant of Baſra, who 
were bound to Serend:b. He told the captain he had 
a beautiful flave to fell, not far off; and offer'd her 


to him for 300 fequins. As foon as the captain faw 
her, 
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her, he paid down the money, and gladly took her on 
board ; but after ſome days, finding ſhe ſhewed no ſigns 
of love for all his favours, he loft all patience, and 
reſolved to force her into a complacency. As he was 
going to put this reſolution in practice, a ſtorm aroſe, 
which ſunk the ſhip. Every foul periſhed except 
Repſima and the captain, who were thrown on ſhore 
in two different places. Ref/ima was driven by the 
waves on the coaſt of a populous iſland, governed by a 
queen. 


Wuzn ſhe landed, a great many of the inhabitants 
ſtood by the ſea-ſide, who, ſeeing her float upon the 
water, and come on ſhore, thought it miraculous. She 
told them her adventures, and implored them to give 


her a place of refuge. The inhabitants were ſo taken 


with her wit, beauty, and virtue, that they alloted her 
a place of retirement, which ſhe dedicated to prayer; 
and, at length, became their oracle. 


Tur queen of the iſland took ſuch a liking to her, 
that, at her death, the bequeathed to her the crown. 
The people applauded her choice. When the aſcend- 
ed the throne, ſhe applied herſelf to the affairs of 
government, choſe men of probity for her officers, and 
took care to do juſtice to all her ſubjects. The more 
ſhe-was honour'd by mortals, the more ſhe humbled 
herſelf before the Almighty. When any ſick perſon 
came to her, and deſired her aid, ſhe pray'd for their 
recovery, and heaven granted her petitions. The inha- 
bitants could not withſtand fo many miracles ; therefore 
renounced the worſhip of the fun, and embraced the 
religion of Mabomet. 


Su erected caravanſerails for ſtrangers, hoſpitals for 
0 the 
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the poor, and infirmaries for the ſick and lame; which 
latter became ſo famous, that foreigners frequently re- 
ſorted to them for relief. 


Oxe day Repſima being informed that there were 
ſix ſtrangers in a caravanſerail, all diſeaſed, who re- 
queſted to ſpeak with her; ſhe ordered them to be 
brought before her throne. She was veiled. The 
ſtrangers proſtrated themſelves at the foot of the throne, 
the bid them riſe, and then commanded them to tell 
what they demanded, and from whence they came ; 
adding, I can do nothing for you, unleſs you tell me 
your adventures in publick, without omitting the leaſt 
circumſtance. Oh princeſs! fays one, you ſhall be 
obey'd. 


I am a merchant of Baſra, called Temin, who mar- 
ried a young woman that had not her fellow in the 
world. She was beautiful, genteel, good-natur'd, and 
virtuous. Being obliged to make a voyage to India, 
I left her to her liberty, defiring my brother, who 
is this blind man, to manage and aſſiſt her in my do- 
meſtick affairs. When I returned, he told me, the 
was found guilty of adultery, and had been buried 
alive; and cried to that degree, as took away his 
eye-ſight. I come therefore, and implore your ma- 
jeſty's aſſiſtanee. Doſt thou think, replies the queen, 
that that woman, who was buried alive, did betray thee ? 
] cannot believe it, anfwer'd Temin, when I call to 
mind her virtue. But alas! the blind confidence I place 
in my brother, has ſometimes made me queſtion her 


innocence. 
Tux the queen faid to him, I know much better 


than you, whether your wife was guilty or not. Come 
again 


= wy kW &+4a_ ww tr ps os 


Lond 


i t 


£ 
" 
It 
2 
If 
te 
fl 
tl 
li 
* 
8 


na ö 1 A 


— TY 
mm w 


BA ERaAaTOS ART NS n ow 


$88 


Perfan TAL ES. 291 


again to-morrow, and I will ſee if I can recover your 
brother. After this one of Temin's company addreſſed 
himſelf to Repſima, ſaying ; I bought a negroe flave, 
bred him up from a child, and he has been atflicted 
with the dead palſy on one fide for ſome years, and 


I have brought him hither to defire your majeſty's . 


prayers. 'The queen knowing the perſon who ſpoke 
to her in the negro's behalf, was the Arab, in whoſe 
tent ſhe lived, and that the black ſave was the fame 
who had made an attempt on her viftue, faid, I know 
your affair, come to-morrow ; then turning to the 
third, ſhe aſked how he came to be dropſical. Oh 
great queen ! replied he, I know not what to attribute 
it to, unleſs it be a judgment on me, for offering vio- 
lence to a fair ſlave I bought of a young man ſometime 
ago, near the ſea-ſide. At theſe words the queen 


looked in his face, and perceived him to be the captain- 


to whom ſhe had been fold. And I, fays another 
ftranger, am continually haunted with furies, for ſelling 
that ſame ſlave which you carried aboard. I owed my 
life to her, and the acknowledgment I made her for it, 
was to ſell her to you for a flave. Alas! how much 
greater is my guilt. | 


REPSIMA, knew them all, promiſed to offer up 
her prayers for their recovery, and ordered them to 
come again on the morrow. They all fix returned to 
the caravanſerail ; four of them well fatisfied, having 
told her the truth; but the brother of Temin and the 
negro ſlave were very melancholy, and had rather have 
lived under their afflictions, than have been obliged to 
diſcover their treaſon and cruelty. 


Howeves, they all came before her throne the 
next day. Well, favs the queen, three of you have 
O 2 hid 
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hid nothing from me. Wo! be to that man who 
ſpeaks not the truth. Then the negro flave ap- 

proached her, and foreſecing it was vain to tell a lye, 

confeſſed the whole truth ; told what paſſed in the 

Arab's tent, and the murder of the child. Vile 

traytor ! ſays his maſter, I will ſever thy head from thy 

body this moment. No, replies the queen, you ſhall 

not take away his life. Since he repents of his crime, 

let us pray to the almighty to forgive him. She then 

fell on her knees at the foot of the throne, and im- 

mediately the dead part of the negro's body recovered 

its motion. The dropſical man, and he that was poſ- 

ſeſſed with evil ſpits alſo, were both cured, in fight 

of all her courtiers. Oh Rewende, cried Temin, it is 

now thy turn to ſpeak. If he mixes the leatt falſhood, 

in relating his ſtory, adds the queen, his puniſhment 

is ready. OL great princels ! ſays Revende, I repent 

of detrayiag wy brother ; and proceeded to niake a. 
moving confeſſion of his villainy, without the leaſt ex- 

cule. 


TEMIVN hereupon fell into a fit, and as ſoon as he 
recovered, proftrated himſelf before the throne, and 
cried out, Oh my princeſs ! permit me to carry this per- 
fidious brother of mine back to Ba/ra. I will lead him 
to the very ſpot where my dear wife was buried, and 
there facrifice him to her Manes. Cure bin not, his 
crime is too great to be forgiven. 


Tut queen made no anſwer, weeping all the while 
under her veil ; but at length, having wiped her eyes, 
thus ſpoke to Temin Oh merchant of Baſra, I con- 
jure thee to mitigate thy rage for my ſake. Thy 
brother indeed has committed a heinous offence ; but 
he publickly coateſſes it, and reproaches himiett _ 

. the 
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the guilt. Conſider, and as his blood runs in your 
po veins, remit his puniſhment. Temin replied, Your ma- 
e, jeſty may command me. The merchant had no ſooner 
ie told the queen he pardoned Ravende, than the prayed to 
le heaven to reſtore him to ſight ; and he that very inſtant 
y ſaw day. 

ul 

© Tus whole afſembly praiſed god and her majeſty. 
n Then ſhe ordered the ſtrangers to retire, and come 
1 again the next day. They returned at the time ap- 
d pointed, when the queen called Temin, and ſet him 
— in a chair of gold, faying, Oh merchant of Baja ?! 
at thou haſt undergone various afflictions. Thou ſhalt 
1 marry my faireſt fave, and live in my court. At 
d, this Temin fell a weeping, and ſaid, I muſt refuſe 
at your majeſtys propoſal; I can think of no other 
at ſpouſe than Neſima, and will devote the reſidue of 
& » my life in mourning over the place where ſhe was 
c- buried alive. The queen overjoyed to find her huſband 


fo faithful, lifted up her veil, and Temin knew his 
Repſima. The princeſs embraced him, and told her 


0 adventures to the whole court, which they heard with 

4 admiration. 
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” The Conclufion of the Hiſtory of the Princeſs 
of CaSMIRE. 

le 95 

8, ER E Sutlumeme left off telling ſtories, the 

1- prince Farrukrouz being taken ill. His father, 

y loving him exceedingly, had recourſe to the chief prieſt 

ut of the temple of Keſaya, who promiſed to intercede 

ch wich the idol, to reſtore his health. Next morning 
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the king waited on the prieſt to be informed if le 
had procured a cure for his ſon. Yes, fir, replied 
the prieſt ; permit me to accompany you to the palace. 
Having entered the prince's room with a myſterious look, 
he ſaid a prayer, when Farrukrouz, who had been long 
ſpeechleſs, cried out, I am well! 


FARRUKNAZ, his fiſter, aſtoniſhed at this mi- 
racle, reſolved to pay a viſit to the high-prieft, but 
was forbid to come into the temple. The ptinceſs 
reſented this uſage, and complained of it to her father. 
The next morning Togrulbey demanded of the prieſt, 
the cauſe of her repulle. My lord, replied the 
Der<is, the princeſs does not obey the moſt high. 
She looks upon men as her enemies, and is deaf to, 
the diCates of nature: tut I will Co her all the good. 
I can. 


SOMETIME after the king went again, when the 
Dervis informed him the great Ke/aya had condeſ- 
cended to conter with the princeſs. TogrulZey told 
his daughter of it, who went to. the temple next 
Cay. When the high-prieſt entered, he ſaid, Oh Far- 
ruknaz ! You are under the power of ſatan. I pray- 
ed to great Ke/aya to have compaſſion on you; and 
he promiſes to deliver you from the enemy, on con- 
dition you follow my counſel. To this ſhe agreed. 
Then, ſays the Derwis, you mult take pity of a young 
prince who languiſhes for you. How can I relieve 
him, faid ſhe, if I know not who he is? It is, re- 
plied the high-prieſt, no leſs a perſon than Farruk/- 
chad, prince of Perfia ; and it is written on the 
table of predeſtination, that you muſt marry him. 
Keſaya commands it. She ſwore to obey him. Then 
fays the high-prieſt you. muſt inſtantly quit your 

father's 
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father's court, and go with me and Sutlumeme this 
very night. 


Tus king agreed. The next morning they arriv- 
ed in a meadow enamelled with ſweet- ſmelling flowers; 
at the end of which was a garden walled round with 
white marble. They alighted, and fat down on the 
brink of a rivulet ; but obſerved the Derwis turn pale 
on a ſudden. Ihe princeſs aſked the cauſe of his 
diſorder. Ah! fays he, this beautiful place is the 
habitation of the witch Mebrefza. It the fees us, we 
periſh. But I will gain immortal glory, or die in the 
attempt. You two ſtay here, and, if I come not back 
in an hour, be aſſured I have failed of ſucceſs. This 
faid, he drew his fabre, and enter d the magician's 
garden. | 


ABourT half an hour after, he came back to them, 
and ſmiling faid, Thanks to the Almighty, Mebrefæa 
cannot hurt us. Now, look upon me no longer as the 
chief prieſt of the pagod of Ca/mire ; but as the con- 
fident of the prince of Pe, whoſe ſtory and mine 1 
mall relate. 


Br CER ID >CCoLc)o ni. o0 
The Hiſtory of FAR KSA and SY- 


MORGUE. 


4 is the only ſon of the king 
of Perſia, and an accompliſh'd prince. Some 
time ago he fell ſick, and was attended by the beft 
phyſicians in Chiras, who all faid, the cauſe of his. 

diſtemger 


> 
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diſtemper was only known to himſelf. His father not 
being able to get the ſecret from him, ſent for ms. 
Symorgue, ſays he, I am very fure that my fon hides 
nothing from you. Engage him to let me know the 

cauſe of his illneſs. ; 


I inSTANTLY went to his apartment. He aſked 
where I hid myſelf. I anſwer'd, I have been a hunt- 
ing. But, my prince, added I, what is the matter 
with you ? Symorgue, replies he, I can keep nothing 
from thee. I longed to tell it thee. It is this. © 1 
« dreamt I was in a flowery meadow, where I faw a 
« fair lady, and declared to her my paſſion ; but the 
« flew away with an air of diſdain, and faid, All mcn 
« are traitors. I alſo faw a hind, who had by her 
« efforts releaſed 4 ſtag which was caught in a net ; but 
« ſoon after ſhe falling into another, he ungratefully 


« abandon'd her.” 


Tuis dream, my friend, diſturby my quiet; and 
tho? I well know reaſon bids me drive ſuch phantoms 
out of my mind, yet I keep them in my memory. 
No, my lord, replied I, there my be ſomething ex- 
traordinary in theſe appearances. Heaven, perhaps, 
has preſented you with the likeneſs of the princels, 
who is to be your wife. Let me go with you 
round the world, my prince, in ſearch of this lovely 
creature. 


T ToLD the king the cauſe of his diſtemper ; and 
let him know it would be neceſſary for him and me 
to travel. His majeſty agreed, and we ſet out from 
Chiras with a magnificent retinue. We travelled on- 
to the city of Gaznina, where I left my prince, and 

departed 


* 
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departed for the kingdom of Caſmire, to procure him 
the object of his withes. After many days I came 
into this meadow. Pleaſed with the beauty of it, I 
alighted, fat down, and fell aſleep. When I awoke, 
I ſaw fix white hinds, with blue fatin houſings on 
their backs, and gold rings on their feet. They came 
to me, I itroaked them, and obſerved they wept. 
Then turned my eyes to the palace, I ſaw a beautiful 
lady, who beckon d ine to her. The hinds endeavour'd 
to ſtop me from going, by biting the bottoin of my 
garment. But my love was too hard for my prudence. 
[ went on, and the lady looked more beautiful near, 
than at a diſtance. She led me into a grand apartment, 
and fat down by me on a ſofa ; then preſenting me with 
fruit, ſaid, * Raſh ſtranger, how dare you approach 
the palace of Mehrefza. Quit the human form this 
„moment, and take that of a ſtag. Loſe thy ſpeech, 
but keep thy underſtanding, to make thee ſenſible of 
« thy miſery.” 


I was immediately turned into a ſtag ; a green ſatin 
houſing was put upon my back, and I was led into 
a large park, where there were above 2co more. In 
this ſituation I was inceſſantly tormented for Farrukſ- 
chad, whoſe deſires it was not now in my power to 
accomplith. 


Oxe day cight cr ten ladies came to walk in the 
park; one more beautiful than the reſt looking on 
the ſtags, ſaid, I hcartily pity theſe poor wretches ! 
What an inhuman creature is the princeſs of Mehrefza. 
In her abſence I am refolved to do a charitable action. 
Go, mother, added ſhe, bring one of thoſe ſtags to me. 


Her governante conducted me to her miſtreſs, who. 
order'd. 


- 
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order d one of her flaves to gather a handful of a 
certain herb, which the bruiſed, and gave me, ſaying. 
Oh young man, reſume thy former ſhape !* Upon 
this I fell at the lady's feet. She aſked my name, 
country, tc. I anſwer'd all her queſtions ; after which 
ſhe faid, I am the daughter of a prince. My name 
is Ghulnaze. She, who transformed you, is my elder 
filter. Nobody but I could have deliver'd you out 
of her hands. I fear her reſentment. However, I will 
help you to make the prince your friend happy ; but 
this cannot be done without your paſſing for a Derwis: 
Therefore follow my direQtions. This faid, ſhe went 
to. her wardrobe, and brought me the habit of a Derwis, 
a girdle, and a little ivory box filled with ointment. 
Take theſe things, continued ſhe, and proceed to the 
city. But before you enter, rub your body with the 
ointment. Then tie on your magic girdle, and fay 
you come in pilgrimage to Caſmire, to ſee the great 
Keſaya, and they will condu you to king Togrulbey, 
who will deliver you to the high-prieſt Aran: he will 
lead you to the pagod, whoſe palace is ſurrounded with 
a deep ditch, which boils without fire. On each ſide of 
it is a platform of ſteel plates red hot. Then will Abran 
ſay, Oh phœnix ef the age! how many dangers have 
you paſſed before you could arrive here. Keſaya is hid ; 
men cannot behold him. You muſt pay your adorations 
here, and then return home. 


You muſt reply, I would willingly ſee him. The 
bigh-prieft will then tell you, that for ſo great an 
honour, you muſt croſs the boiling water, and paſs 
over the burning ſteel. The ointment, with which 
you muſt rub yourſelf, will make the water ſolid, and 
preſerve * ſrom being burnt. When you come tu 

Keſaze, 
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Keſaya, you muſt ſerve him a whole day. Then 
Abran will adopt you for his ſon. Stay with him, and 
while he is aſleep, rub his body with the white powder 
I gave you, which will immediately kill him, and the 
king will make you his ſucceſſor. When you are veſted 
with this dignity, go to the prince of Ca/mire, who is 
given over by his phyſicians, pray over him, and he 
thall be cured. No more; the reſt depends upon your 
management. | 


+ Tas, charming princeſs, adds Symorgue, is the 
artifice I uſed to cure you of the ill opinion you had 
of men ; and to prepare your heart for the moſt 
lovely of all princes. Farruknas bluſhed, but forgave 
his impoſture. Then he took Farruknaz by the hand, 
and led her into the palace, the beauty of which cauſed 
her admiration. He then led her into the park, 
where Ghulnaze reſtored above 300 ſtags to their na- 
tural form. 


Bur how were Smorgue and the princeſſes ſurprized 
to find amongſt them the prince Farruck/chad ! My 
dear friend, ſays the prince of Perſia, have I once more 
found you? Yes, my lord, replied Symorgue, it is I ; 
and to compleat your happineſs, I bring you the lovely 
princeſs of Caſmire. This ſaid, he conducted him to 
Farruknaz, whoſe likeneſs he had ſeen in a dream; and 
the prinee knew her to be the ſame perſon, whoſe image 
he had in remembrance. 


WuirLz Farrukſchad was expreſſing the joy of his 
ſoul to the princeſs, Ghulnaze reſtored the white hinds 
to their natural ſhape, who all appeared to be amiable 
young ladies. Theſe four then departed to the court of 

Gaegnina, 
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Canina, where that king married the prince of Perſia 
to the princeſs of Caſmire, and adopted him for his 
heir. He then gave Symorgue to Ghulnaze. 


Nor long after the old king died, and named Far- 
+ ukſchad his fuccefſor. The prince of Perſia aſcended 
his throne; but being deſirous to ſee his father, returned 
to Chiras, and left the government of Gaznina to 
Symorgue. The king of Per/ia dying ſoon after, Far- 


rukſchad reigned in his ſtead. 
NA 


